
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

The Edgar County community 
came through once again.

After The Prairie Press ran a sto-
ry earlier this month that donations 
to the Community Nurse Christ-
mas Food Basket project were only 
about 50 percent of what they were 
in more recent years, things turned 
around. Food basket chairman Scott 
Barrett said Friday afternoon all of 
the money needed was received for 
the charity to provide baskets of 
food to 350 Edgar County families 
for preparing a Christmas meal.

Barrett is fond of saying the Com-
munity Nurse Christmas Basket is 
the county’s oldest Christmas tra-
dition having gotten started around 
the end of World War I.

“This is the 100th year,” said Bar-
rett. “It was always hard to confirm, 
but we are confident this is the 100th 
year.”

It appeared for a period of time 
the charity might not need to fill the 
maximum amount of 350 baskets 
but that also changed late in the reg-
istration period.

Barrett explained for logistical 
reasons the charity opened the sign-
up period earlier than usual, which 
might have caught some people off-
guard.

“After the story ran on a Saturday, 

we filled the list by the next Tues-
day,” said Barrett.

Volunteers gathered in the Tem-
pleton Funeral Home garage Fri-
day afternoon to begin packing the 

non-perishable food items in the 
boxes. More volunteers gathered this 
morning to finish packing and load-
ing the cars of volunteer drivers, who 
started making deliveries at 8 a.m.
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Visitors to Asheville, N.C., 
during the holiday season 
have the opportunity to 
see works of art in ginger-
bread.  C’EST LA VIE, 1B

Shop with a Cop provided 
needed clothes, shoes and 
coats to 332 Edgar County 
children Saturday, Dec. 14, 
at Wal-Mart. NEWS, 3A

Horizon Health was been 
honored by the Illinois 
Critical Access Hospital 
Network for its new 
patient service area and 
overall patient care. 
HEALTH, 7B

A suburban Chicago 
church tells the story of 
the nativity and Christ-
mas through the music 
of The Beatles “Let It Be 
Christmas.”  
GRACE, 5B

Local entrepreneurs 
jumped on the soda pop 
bandwagon.  
HISTORY, 3B

The Paris boys and girls 
basketball teams picked 
up victories this week 
heading into the Christ-
mas break at the expenses 
of Tri-County.  SPORTS, 
9A

Join the conversation 
and have fun with us on 
Facebook! Search for The 
Prairie Press and “like” us.

Merry Christmas
From our family to yours.

Is there a Santa Claus?
The editor of the New York Sun newspaper answers a little girl’s honest question

We take pleasure in answering thus 
prominently the communication be-
low, expressing at the same time our 
great gratification that its faithful au-
thor is numbered among the friends 
of The Sun:

Dear Editor—
I am 8 years old. Some of my little 

friends say there is no Santa Claus. 
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun, 
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is 
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
115 West Ninety Fifth Street
Virginia, your little friends are 

wrong. They have been affected by 
the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except they see. 
They think that nothing can be which 
is not comprehensible by their little 

minds. All minds, Virginia, whether 
they be men’s or children’s, are little. 
In this great universe of ours, man is a 
mere insect, an ant, in his intellect as 
compared with the boundless world 
about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole 
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists as certainly as love and gen-
erosity and devotion exist, and you 
know that they abound and give to 
your life its highest beauty and joy. 
Alas! how dreary would be the world 
if there were no Santa Claus! It would 
be as dreary as if there were no Vir-
ginias. There would be no childlike 
faith then, no poetry, no romance to 
make tolerable this existence.

We should have no enjoyment, ex-

cept in sense and sight. The external 
light with which childhood fills the 
world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fair-
ies. You might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the chimneys on 
Christmas Eve to catch Santa Claus, 
but even if you did not see Santa 
Claus coming down, what would 
that prove? Nobody sees Santa 
Claus, but that is no sign that there is 
no Santa Claus. The most real things 
in the world are those that neither 
children nor men can see. Did you 
ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? 
Of course not, but that’s no proof 
that they are not there. Nobody can 
conceive or imagine all the wonders 
there are unseen and unseeable in the 

world.
You tear apart the baby’s rattle and 

see what makes the noise inside, but 
there is a veil covering the unseen 
world which not the strongest man, 
nor even the united strength of all 
the strongest men that ever lived 
could tear apart. 

Only faith, poetry, love, romance, 
can push aside that curtain and view 
and picture the supernal beauty and 
glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Vir-
ginia, in all this world there is noth-
ing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! 
Thank God! He lives and lives 

forever. A thousand years from now, 
Virginia, nay 10 times 10,000 years 
from now, he will continue to make 
glad the heart of childhood.

Chrisman
welcomes
business

CHRISTMAS BASKETS TO BE DELIVERED TODAY

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Greg Sullivan accepts a box of food from Ruth Sullivan during the Community Nurse Christmas Food Basket packing 
session Friday afternoon at Templeton Funeral Home. Greg Sullivan has served as the main stacker of boxes for 
several years at the event. Final food items go into boxes today, Dec. 21, and then are delivered to 350 Edgar County 
families.

A century of giving  

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

All volunteers are welcome to help pack the Community Nurse Christmas 
Food Baskets. Claire Cornwell places boxes of flavored gelatin into the bas-
kets as they pass on the assembly line Friday afternoon at Templeton Funeral 
Home. 

BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

CHRISMAN – Young entrepre-
neurs have decided to try making a 
business go in Chrisman.

Terry Smothers and Sarah Gar-
diner attended the Chrisman City 
Council meeting and requested a 
liquor license to reopen the for-
mer Town and Country facility, but 
under their management it will be 
known as the American Tap.

“What we will try to do is by early 
January get the bar ready, and the rest 
by Memorial Day,” said Smothers. 

The building is divided into a bar 
area and a restaurant section, and the 
owners are still looking at options for 
the menu.  

“When I ask people what they 
want, I’ve heard they miss a buffet,” 
said Smothers. “That may be a week-
end thing. We don’t want to take 
from other businesses. We probably 
won’t do lunch.”

Mayor Dan Owen thanked Smoth-
ers and Gardiner for taking a chance 
on Chrisman.

“I grew up in Brocton and gradu-
ated from Shiloh High School,” said 
Smothers. “I’m excited to be back in 
the area.”

The council approved issuing a li-
quor license to the new business. 

Bob Colvin of Francis Associates 
presented a bill for work the com-
pany has done on the city’s behalf 
for extending a water main to sell 
Paris water to Chrisman. The City 
of Paris is building the line north 
to the Horace-Brocton Road, and 
Chrisman is responsible for the work 
north of the Horace-Brocton Road. 
Both communities have received an 
Illinois Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) loan to finance the 
work. 

One of Francis Associates tasks, in 
addition to preliminary engineering, 
is securing easements for putting the 
pipe on private ground.

“We need 32 easements between 
Horace-Brocton and Chrisman,” said 
Colvin. “We’ve got about 28 or 29 
now. We’ve gotten pretty good coop-
eration on that.”

Colvin noted as a community 
project, this water line is not buying 
easements. He explained the benefit 

Young entrepreneurs plan 
to reopen restaurant 

See CHRISMAN, Page 8A
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TODAY

SANTA AT PARIS VFW
Santa Claus will be at the Paris 
VFW on West Court Street from 
1-3 p.m. today. All families are 
invited to attend.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY OPEN 
The Edgar County Historical 
Society is open from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. today and the first and 
third Saturdays of each month.

MONDAY

CHRISTMAS DINNER
The First United Methodist 
Church of Paris is once gainst 
hosting a free community 
Christmas dinner at noon 
Wednesday. The menu features 
ham, potatoes, vegetables, 
salad, cakes and pies. Everyone 
is welcome to attend. The goal 
is provide for people who don’t 
have a place to go or otherwise 
have a Christmas dinner. It is 
free but anyone who wants to 
attend must call the church, 
217-466-4215, so there is an 
accurate account to assure the 
preparation of enough food.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN
The community kitchen serves 
from 4:30-6 p.m. every Mon-
day, weather permitting, and 
exclusive of holidays, at the 
Human Resources Center, 118 
E. Court Street, Paris. 

 CHRISTMAS EVE

HORIZON CLINIC SCHEDULE
Horizon Health announces 

GETTING AROUND ILLINOIS OFFERS ROAD CONDITIONS
As the official start of winter approaches, the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation reminds travelers to visit and bookmark 
GettingAroundIllinois.com for continually updated information 
on road conditions.
Available on your computer and optimized for smartphones, 
the site includes the ability to identify and zoom in to a location, 
travel route or destination on a state map. Road conditions are 
recorded by plow drivers out in the field and relayed to Getting-
AroundIllinois.com through a cloud-based system to provide a 
general overview on IDOT-maintained highways. 
The road conditions map averages more than 2 million visitors 
during snow-and-ice season, featuring a color scheme of pinks 
and blues to differentiate from the red, yellow and green of 
traffic congestion reporting as well as to increase accessibility 
for those who have difficulty distinguishing colors.

SHARE YOUR EVENT
Community events are published for free as space allows.  
For inclusion in the community calendar, submit the name of the 
event, a brief description of it, location, cost to attend (if any), a 
contact name and phone number/email for the public. To submit:

Email: nzeman@prairiepress.net
Mail: Community Calendar, 101 N. Central, Paris, Ill., 61944

DON’T MISS

PLAN YOUR WEEK

 TODAY SUNDAY MONDAY  TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY

41   23
Prec: 0%

44   28
Prec: 0%

47   32
Prec: 0%

49   37
Prec: 0%

48   36
Prec: 0%

44   33
Prec: 0%

45   38
Prec: 30%

TODAY — :  Another mostly sunny day to 
melt snow with highs in the lower 40s.

SUNDAY — Highs climb into the mid 40s 
under mostly sunny skies.

MONDAY — Mostly sunny with continued 
above average highs in the upper 40s.

Values are afternoon highs ... overnight lows (next morning) ... chance for precipitation. 

ALMANAC SUN AND MOON
 Sun Moon
 Rise Set  Rise Set
TODAY 7:08 a.m. 4:30 p.m. 2:00 a.m. 1:35 p.m.

SUNDAY 7:08 a.m. 4:31 p.m. 3:10 a.m. 2:08 p.m.

MONDAY 7:09 a.m. 4:32 p.m. 4:19 a.m. 2:45 p.m.

TUESDAY 7:09 a.m. 4:32 p.m. 5:28 a.m. 3:26 p.m.

WEDNESDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:33 p.m. 6:33 a.m. 4:14 p.m.

THURSDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:33 p.m. 7:33 a.m. 5:07 p.m.

FRIDAY 7:10 a.m. 4:33 p.m. 8:26 a.m. 6:04 p.m.

Paris through noon Tuesday.

Temperature
High/Low . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36°/21°
Record High . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63° in 1949
Record Low. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-18° in 1989

Precipitation
Month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.26”
Normal month to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.03”
Year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 44.63”
Normal year to date . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41.35”

NORMAL:    High: 36   Low: 21     More weather: go to www.prairiepress.net and click on weather. 

EVERETT LAU

Weather Wizard
@elau_weather on Twitter
@EdgarCoWx on Twitter

Paris Area Weather 
 

ACCURACY CHECKS
Everyone makes mistakes.  

We strive to make fewer of 
them.  

It is our policy to check every 
story for its accuracy. If you 
were contacted for an article 
and the information wasn’t ver-
ified, please contact Publisher 
Nancy Zeman at 217-921-3216 
or nzeman@prairiepress.net. 

If you spot a factual error,  
let us know that, too. 

BE A PART OF OUR PAPER
We invite our readers and the 

Edgar County community to 
join the discussion to make your 
newspaper better. 

We’d love to hear what you 
think. Drop us an email or stop 
by the office.

Have you got a news tip? 
Call us at 217-921-3216, email 
us at nzeman@prairiepress.net 
or ghenry@prairiepress.net or 
message us on Facebook. 

We always welcome family, 
club, church and community 
news for publication in The 
Prairie Press/Paris Beacon-
News. 

Business office: 101 N. Central 
Ave., Paris, IL  61944

Office hours: 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Phone: 217-921-3216
Publisher: Nancy Roberts Zeman
Editor: Gary Henry
Contributors: Suzanne Williams, 
Ruth Patchett, Ned Jenison, Rog-
er Stanley and Danny Briseno.
Sports: Jeremy  Patterson, Jeff 
Chambers, Dan Dundas, Tim 
Hendershot
Photographers: Gary Henry, 
Adonna Bennett, Tina Jones, 
Christian Colvin, Cindy Spencer 
and Danny Briseno
Bookkeeper: Kim Stewart/Patti 
Garver
Advertising: Nancy Zeman/Cliff 
Macke
Ad Design: Jennifer Macke
Page Design: Samantha Tucker, 

Nancy Zeman
Deadlines: Community news 

submissions are due 5 p.m. 

Wednesday prior to the 
Saturday publication.  Adver-
tising (display or classifieds 
ads) are due 1 p.m. Thursday 
prior to the Saturday publica-
tion. 

About Us: The Prairie Press 
Paris Beacon News (USPS 
420580) is published weekly 
on Saturday by Prairie Bea-
con LLC and is delivered to 
residents in and around Edgar 
County, Clark County, Doug-
las County, Vermilion County 
and Coles County, Ill. 

The publisher assumes no liability 
through typographical error 
and in no event will liability 
be assumed for merchandise 
incorrectly priced. 

 Copyright 2019 by Prairie Beacon 
LLC. All rights reserved. Re-
production in whole or in part 
without written permission is 
prohibited. 

ABOUT US

SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848SERVING EDGAR COUNTY SINCE 1848

Published byPublished by
Prairie Beacon, LLCPrairie Beacon, LLC

Nancy Roberts Zeman, publisherNancy Roberts Zeman, publisher

Gary Henry, editorGary Henry, editor

The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News Volume 6 No. 16 is published weekly 
on Saturdays by Prairie Beacon LLC. USPS 22895  to mail at Periodical 
Postage Prices at Paris, IL. post office, 61944. POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to The Prairie Press/Paris Beacon News at 101 N. Central 
Ave, Paris, IL 61944.

Paris Beacon-NewsParis Beacon-News

clinic closings for the Christmas 
Holiday. The clinics in Paris and 
Oakland close at noon Dec. 24. 
The Chrisman Clinic is closed 
all day Dec. 24. EZ care is open 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Dec. 24. All clinics 
and EZ Care are closed Dec. 25.

CHRISTMAS MASS
St. Mary’s Catholic Church will 
celebrate Christmas Eve Mass at 
4 p.m. and 10 p.m. Special choir 
performances are planned one-
half hour prior to each mass.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES
 The Nevins Christian Church, 
6 p.m., with the message “The 
Gettites or the Gittites.”
Lake Ridge Christian Church, 5 
p.m. service with childcare and 
7 p.m. service. The message 
for both services is  “Away In a 
Manger.”
Congregations of the Otterbein 
United Methodist Church and 

the Vermilion United Methodist 
Church are having a joint service 
6 p.m. at the Vermilion church.
First Baptist Church 6 p.m. 
service.
Chrisman Nazarene Church 6 
p.m. candlelight service.
First United Methodist Church 
6 p.m. candlelight communion 
service.
State Line Christian Church 6:30 
p.m. service.
Hume United Methodist Church 6 
p.m. candlelight service.
First Christian Church, 7 p.m., 
Carols, Candlelight and Commu-
nion service.
Grace Lutheran Church 7 p.m. 
Christmas candlelight service.
Chrisman First Baptist Church, 
7 p.m. candlelight service. The 
message “God With Us Is Jesus.” 
The public is invited especially 
children for a special children’s 
service.
Kansas United Methodist Church 

7 p.m. candlelight service.
Presbyterian Church, 11 p.m. can-
dlelight service with carols. The 
Christmas story in lessons and 
carols featuring special music 
and Bible readings. 
Kansas United Methodist Church 
7 p.m. candlelight service.
Chrisman First Baptist Church, 
7 p.m. candlelight service. The 
message “God With Us Is Jesus.” 
The public is invited especially 
children for a special children’s 
service.

ST. ALOYSIUS MASS
St. Aloysius Catholic Church, 7 
p.m. Mass, with a special choir 
performance one half-hour 
before Mass.

CHRISTMAS DAY

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICES
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 8:30 
a.m. Mass.
Grace Lutheran Church 9:30 
a.m. worship service with Holy 
Communion.

THURSDAY

MORNING TOPS MEETINGS
TOPS #IL 1563 meets every 
Thursday morning at the High-
land Manor Community Room 
with weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting starting 
at 9 a.m. More information is 
available by attending a meeting 
or calling Jo Ellen Edmonds at 
251-4722.

VFW AUXILIARY DINNER
The Paris Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Auxiliary weekly dinner 
is 5-7 p.m. at the post home. 
The $5 meal is fishand fries, 
baked beans, cole slaw, roll and 
beverage. Dessert is available for 
$1 extra.

UPCOMING

JAN. 1  CLINIC CLOSINGS
Horizon Health announces 
clinic hours for the New Year’s 
Holiday. The clinics in Paris, 
Oakland, Chrisman and EZ Care 
are keeping regular hours for 
Tuesday, Dec. 31. Clinics in Paris, 
Oakland and Chrisman are closed 
Jan. 1. EZ Care is open 9 a.m.-7 
p.m. Jan. 1.

PCOFA UPCOMING SHOWS
The Young Irelanders, featuring 
eight talented Irish performers 
bringing music, song and dance, 
will perform Saturday, Feb. 29. 
Playing authentic Celtic instru-
ments, these performers are 
still in their 20s and are unique 
among their peers. They are all 
world and Irish national champi-
ons in their disciplines. 

Financial Services for every step!

BANKING   |   INSURANCE   |   WEALTH MANAGEMENT

Learn more about us online at www.firstmid.com
or at any other First Mid location.

Financial Solutions 
for every step along the way.

PARIS
101 S. Central Avenue  |  217-465-6381
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GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216
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With Current or New Account* Relationship

RELATIONSHIPS THAT REWARD

12 Month CD Special
1.75% A.P.Y. 

or 2.00% A.P.Y. 

BANKPROSPECT.COM

The minimum balance to obtain the stated annual percentage yield (A.P.Y.) is $500.00. A.P.Y. is accurate as of 11/20/2019.
A penalty will or may be imposed for early withdraws. A.P.Y. is subject to change without notice. Interest compounded quarterly.

Will automatically renew with applicable rates at time of maturity. FDIC insured to the maximum allowed by law. 
*Account is defined as a checking, savings or money market account. 

MEMBER FDIC

Ask About
KASASA CASH

3.50% A.P.Y. on balances up to $15,000.00
0.25% A.P.Y. on balances $15,000.01 and up

Annual Percentage Yield calculations are based on an assumed statement cycle of thirty-one (31) days.  Information and A.P.Y. is accurate as of 11/20/2019.
  Rates, rewards, and bonuses, if any, are variable and may change after account is opened. 

No minimum balance is required to earn or receive the account’s rewards. Fees may reduce earnings.
Kasasa, Kasasa Cash is a trademark of Kasasa, Ltd., Registered in the U.S.A.

BUSINESS CLOSING ANNOUNCEMENT

From Frisse & Brewster Law Offices, LLC

IT’S BEEN A GREAT RUN

For over 20 years, Frisse & Brewster Law Offices tried to help people in the 
Wabash Valley plan for the future - personally, for their family, and their 
farms and businesses.  

It’s been a great run.  But it’s time for us to end our practice.  We (Dave 
Frisse and Rick Brewster) are retiring.  The firm will, essentially, cease 
business on December 31, 2019.  We’ll be reviewing and transferring files 
for as long as it takes in 2020.  

We thank our family, many friends and wonderful clients and peers for the 
many kindnesses offered us over the years.  Any successes we’ve had, and 
good we have done, were the result of the clients and professionals we’ve 
been lucky enough to work with.  We thank you.

If didn’t tell you … 
who would?

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
I want to thank the people of Paris for the many 
Christmas seasons my father had the privilege to be 
their Santa Clause. I can’t begin to tell you the joy 
he received from being a part of so many lives. This 
is our first Christmas without him, and he is very 
much missed in our family. I wish I could tell you all 
personally thank you for all 
the wonderful times he had 
and shared with us.

Wishing Paris a blessed 
Christmas season

Kind regards,
Rev. David Givens

Shop with a Cop 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press
Many volunteers are needed to make the Edgar County Shop with a Cop work. Departments and 
organizations represented at the Dec. 14 event included: the Paris Police Department, the Kansas 
Police Department, the Chrisman Police Department, Paris Fire Department, the Edgar County 
Sheriff’s Department, Edgar County Circuit Clerk, Horizon Health EMS, Paris Lions Club, Paris 
Elks Club, Paris Kiwanis Club, Paris High School Key Club, Paris High School Bionic Club, the Mayo 
Leadership Squad and Casey’s General Store.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Warfel children wanted to show some of the items they se-
lected at Shop with a Cop. Left to right, Lane Warfel, Lilly Warfel 
and Logan Warfel. Lane Warfel also offered a suggestion for the 
caption saying, “You should write these children got what they 
wanted.”

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Travis Vice, a Paris police detective, talks to Paisley Adams about what she wants during Shop 
with a Cop. The Dec. 14 event provided shoes, coats and clothing to 332 Edgar County children.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Kansas Police Chief Jeff Goodwin assists a family during Shop 
with a Cop Dec. 14 at the Paris Wal-Mart.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

Jonna Christopher is happy to see Santa Claus during Shop with a Cop. Even though it is getting 
down to crunch time as Santa and his elves prepare for Christmas,  he took time for the duration 
of Shop with a Cop to greet all of the children, pass out candy canes and hear some Christmas 
wishes.

We care …  
about our schools, 
our government, 
our neighbors. 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
    217-921-3216
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    or the
Holidays
Bring home 

some Holiday
Spirit! 

from R & J Stores
    Visit us today for a great selection!

MON-TH   7 a.m.- 10 p.m.

FRI-SAT    7 a.m.-12 a.m.

SUN          12 p.m. - 7 p.m.

ASHER & SMITH
Attorney’s at Law

(217)
465-6444

1119 N. Main St.  •  Paris, Illinois

General Practice with Emphasis in:

Personal Injury

Workers’ Compensation

Wills and Estate Planning

Estate Administration

Real Estate

S. Craig Smith*
craig@ashersmithlaw.com

Robert Morris

*“Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum 

Member”

Phone             (618) 393-2148
Fax                 (618) 392-3352
Toll Free        (888) 678-3175
Cell or Text   (217) 304-6139
kwgmsales732@gmail.com
www.eaglesongm.com
520 Whittle Ave. • P.O. Box 157
Olney, IL 62450 30 YRS SALES EXPERIENCE

WHY VEHICLES COST LESS AT 
EAGLESON GM CENTER!

TRANSPARENT PRICING  •  NO 4 SQUARE GIMMICK PRICING  
•  NO OUTRAGEOUS DOC FEES (OURS IS $31.06)  

• NO OUTRAGEOUS PROCESSING OR PREP FEES (Most 
dealers charge you $200-$500 and you don’t even know it)

NO ONE GIVES HIGHER TRADES THAN US!!!

Kevin Winkler
Sales and Leasing Consultant

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprariepress@gmail.com

Individuals appearing be-
fore the bench for the Dec. 
9 and Dec. 12 criminal and 
traffic calls in Edgar County 
Circuit Court included: 

IN CUSTODY
nRoger D. Baugh Jr., 36, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
4 felony unlawful possession 
of a credit card and a Class 4 
felony receiving a lost or mis-
laid credit card. The public 
defender got the case. Baugh 
was ordered to have no con-
tact with the apparent victim. 
The matter was continued 
for the preliminary hearing. 
He was remanded to custody 
pending release processing.
nApril L. Davis, 38, Paris, 

appeared in custody and ad-
mitted a petition to revoke her 
probation sentence for a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine conviction. A 
presentencing investigation 
was ordered and a sentencing 
hearing was scheduled. Da-
vis was remanded to custody 
pending release processing 
on a personal recognizance 
bond.
nJohn A. Fasig, 49, Mar-

tinsville, appeared in custody. 
His unresolved Class 2 felony 
possession of stolen property 
charge was continued for a 
pretrial conference. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nKimberly L. Hall, 45, Par-

is, appeared in custody and 
was charged with a Class 4 

felony theft. The case went to 
the public defender and bond 
was set at $2,000. The matter 
was continued for the pre-
liminary hearing. Her bond 
conditions include she is to 
have no contact with the ap-
parent victim or the victim’s 
residence. Hall was remanded 
to custody pending posting of 
bond. 
nClayton S. Rhoads, 19, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine and a Class A 
misdemeanor possession of 
a hypodermic syringe. Bond 
was set at $2,000 and the 
matter was continued for the 
preliminary hearing. He was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nDerek A. Sronce, 49, 

Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
A misdemeanor domestic 
battery and a Class A misde-
meanor criminal damage to 
property. The public defender 
was appointed and the matter 
was continued for a pretrial 
conference. Bond was set at 
$2,000 and Sronce was or-
dered to have no contact with 
the apparent victim or the 
victim’s residence. Three days 
later, Sronce pleaded guilty to 
the Class A misdemeanor do-
mestic battery charge and the 
second count was dismissed. 
A presentencing investigation 
was ordered and a sentencing 
hearing was scheduled.

In another matter, Sronce, 
was presented with and ad-
mitted a petition to revoke 

Cases moving through Edgar County Circuit Court
his probation sentences for 
a Class 3 felony possession 
of methamphetamine and a 
Class 3 felony forgery convic-
tions. A presentencing inves-
tigation was ordered and the 
matter was continued for the 
sentencing hearing. Sronce 
was granted a personal re-
cognizance bond with special 
conditions of a no-contact 
order. He was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.
nJada Abernathy Tresner, 

30, Paris, appeared in custody 
and was charged with a Class 
3 felony possession of meth-
amphetamine, a Class A mis-
demeanor leaving the scene 
of an accident and a Class A 
misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license. She was 
assigned to the public defend-
er. Bond was set at $2,500 and 
the matter was continued for 
the preliminary hearing.  

Subsequently, she appeared 
in custody three days later, 
waived the preliminary hear-
ing and pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand. The 
matter was continued for a 
pretrial conference. She was 
remanded to custody pending 
posting of bond.
nAshley K. Whitley, 36, 

Paris, appeared in custody for 
missing a previous court ap-
pearance. She was granted a 
personal recognizance bond. 
Her Class A misdemeanor 
retail theft conviction was 
turned over to collections. 
Whitley was remanded to 
custody pending release pro-
cessing.

CHARGES
nAnthony Lagrand, 21, 

Westville, was charged with a 
Class B misdemeanor speed-
ing. He will hire an attorney 
and the matter was continued 
for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nKarlie R. Timmerman, 

26, Paris, was charged with a 
Class C misdemeanor disor-
derly conduct. The public de-

fender got the case and a first 
appearance with counsel was 
scheduled.
nTroy W. Patterson, 37, 

Georgetown, was charged 
with a Class A misdemean-
or driving on a suspended 
license and a Class B misde-
meanor speeding. The public 
defender was appointed and 
the matter was continued for 
a first appearance with coun-
sel.

GUILTY PLEAS
nAustin L. Fox, 25, New-

man, was charged and plead-
ed guilty to a Class B misde-
meanor speeding. He was 
sentenced to a $300 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees.
nHillary N. Peterson, 39, 

Paris, pleaded guilty to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing under the influence of 
alcohol charge. She was sen-
tenced to two years of court 
supervision, a $1,000 fine, 30 
hours of community service 
work, court costs and various 
state fees. She was ordered 
to obtain counseling per an 
evaluation. In exchange for 
the guilty plea, the state dis-
missed a second DUI and a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
under the influence of an in-
toxicating compound charge. 

NOT GUILTY PLEAS
nMichael A. Adamovich, 

34, Terre Haute, Ind., pleaded 
not guilty with a jury trial de-
mand to a Class 3 felony pos-
session of methamphetamine 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nJohn L. Bell, 37, Terre 

Haute, Ind., pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driv-
ing on a suspended license 
charge. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.
nTucker S. Brock, 18, Fair-

mount, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor false 
reporting to a public safety 

agency. A pretrial conference 
was set. 
nBobby J. Butterfield, 44, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor resisting a 
police officer and a Class C 
misdemeanor disorderly con-
duct charges. He has hired an 
attorney and a pretrial confer-
ence was scheduled.
nWilliam F. Farrar, 40, 

Chrisman, pleaded not guilty 
with a jury trial demand to a 
Class A misdemeanor driving 
on a suspended license. The 
public defender was appoint-
ed and the matter was contin-
ued for a first appearance with 
counsel.
nBrian L. Greene, 42, 

Paris, denied a petition to 
revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor driving on a 
suspended license conviction. 
A pretrial conference was 
scheduled.
nTommy W. Miller, 40, 

Paris, pleaded not guilty with 
a jury trial demand to a Class 
A misdemeanor fleeing from 
police charge. A pretrial con-
ference was set.
nDustin Levi Woltman, 

28, Paris, waived the prelimi-
nary hearing and pleaded not 
guilty with a jury trial demand 
to a Class 2 felony possession 
of methamphetamine, a Class 
A misdemeanor driving un-
der the influence of drugs and 
a Class A misdemeanor pos-
session of drug paraphernalia 
charges. A pretrial conference 
was scheduled.

OTHER MATTERS
nMark A. Dill, 56, Paris, 

learned the state dismissed 
a Class A misdemeanor bat-
tery charge, and the case was 
closed.
nStephen L. Miller, 33, 

Paris, was sentenced on a 
Class 2 felony burglary con-
viction. He was ordered to 
serve 42 months in the Illi-
nois Department of Correc-
tions with credit for 126 days 

previously served, a $630 fine, 
court costs and various state 
fees. 

In another matter, Miller 
was sentenced to 10 months 
in the county jail to merge 
with his IDOC sentence for a 
Class A misdemeanor aggra-
vated assault conviction. His 
sentences are stayed until 10 
a.m. Jan. 2.
nPaul S. Strange, 47, Paris, 

was resentenced on a peti-
tion to revoke his probation 
sentence for a Class 3 felony 
possession of methamphet-
amine conviction. He was re-
sentenced to 180 days in jail 
with 100 to be served as elec-
tronic home monitoring with 
credit for 23 days previously 
served and the remaining 80 
days are subject to the court’s 
discretion, two years of pro-
bation and ordered to pay all 
previous financial obligations. 
He must also obtain a GED 
or equivalent and maintain 
employment.

In another matter, Strange 
was resentenced on a petition 
to revoke his conditional dis-
charge sentence for a Class 
A misdemeanor illegal pos-
session of a firearm without 
a FOID card conviction. He 
was resentenced to 60 days 
in jail with credit for 23 days 
previously served with good 
conduct credit to apply with 
the remaining 14 days sub-
ject to the court’s discretion 
and two years of conditional 
discharge to be served con-
currently with his previous 
petition conviction.

WARRANTS
Warrants were ordered and 

prepared when the following 
individuals failed to appear 
in court: Cynthia D. Christo-
pher, 54, Paris; Ashely Y. Dye, 
26, Oakland; Roman A. Kom-
nev, 31, Chrisman; Matthew 
R. Pitts, 21, Paris; Megan 
L. Roshel, 30, Terre Haute, 
Ind.; Melissa S. Thompson, 
32, Paris; and Dylan M. Voor-
hees, 27, Paris.

Pritzker signs pension consolidation into law
BY JERRY NOWICKI 
Jnowicki@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD — A new 
law signed by Democratic 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker Wednes-
day, Dec. 18, will consolidate 
649 downstate and suburban 
police and firefighter pen-
sion funds into just two. 

Pritzker signed the mea-
sure, passed in the recent fall 
veto session, in Chicago and 
hailed it as an initiative 70 
years in the making. 

“Bipartisanship in this 
General Assembly has 
achieved what none of their 

predecessors have been 
able to do: consolidate the 
(nearly) 650 downstate and 
suburban pension funds to 
just two, amplifying their 
investment power and re-
ducing the burden on prop-
erty taxpayers,” Pritzker said 
in a news release. “Working 
together, we are helping 
hundreds of cities in Illinois 
alleviate their spiraling prop-
erty tax burdens, and just as 
importantly, we’re showing 
that Illinois can tackle its 
most intractable problems.”

The governor’s office said 

Senate Bill 1300, the legis-
lation he signed Wednesday, 
will leverage “$15 billion in 
assets — $8.7 billion in the 
police fund and $6.3 (bil-
lion) in the fire fund — to 
increase investment returns 
and lower management 
costs.” It estimated the new 
law would create greater re-
turns from $820 million to 
$2.5 billion over the next five 
years, and billions more over 
the next 20 years. 

The bill passed with broad 
bipartisan support by tallies 
of 96-14 in the House and 
42-12 in the Senate.

It was also supported by 
the Associated Fire Fighters 
of Illinois, the Illinois Frater-
nal Order of Police and the 
Illinois Municipal League, a 
statewide organization that 
represents local communi-
ties throughout Illinois

“Consolidating the as-
sets of the … downstate 
public safety pension funds 
throughout Illinois will help 
provide stronger investment 
returns for active and retired 
public safety employees and 
reduce redundant admin-
istrative costs on Illinois’ 
taxpayers,” IML Executive 
Director Brad Cole said in a 
release. “This is a good first 
step forward on the compli-
cated and comprehensive is-
sue of pension reform.”

Despite bipartisan sup-
port, detractors, including 
several Republicans, op-
posed a provision that ret-
roactively enhances benefits 
for so-called Tier 2 employ-
ees — those hired after Jan. 
1, 2011, when the state im-
plemented new retirement 

systems with substantially 
lower benefits.

Several pension experts, 
however, have said the provi-
sion was necessary because 
many of those positions are 
not covered by Social Secu-
rity. That’s allowed under 
federal law known as a safe 
harbor provision, but only 
if the benefits are at least as 
generous as what Social Se-
curity would pay.

The governor’s office said 
the new law, “brings Tier 2 
pensions into compliance 
to avoid future additional 
liabilities, which is estimated 
to cost $70 to $95 million 
while projected investment 
gains can generate an addi-
tional $820 million to $2.5 
billion.”

Rep. Mark Batinick, a 
Plainfield Republican who 
serves as minority spokes-
person on the House Per-
sonnel and Pensions Com-
mittee, praised the passage 
of the bill in a news release.

“Our state’s broken pen-
sion system has been a 
heavy weight on the backs 
of Illinois taxpayers,” Bati-
nick said.  “With today’s bill 
signed into law I can proudly 
say that we are providing re-
lief to our hardworking resi-
dents.  This was a significant 
bipartisan reform effort that 
will make positive change. 
The work is not done on 
pensions, but today we can 
all celebrate this success.”

The bill was a recommen-
dation of the Illinois Pension 
Consolidation Feasibility 
Task Force, which is a body 
Pritzker created early in Feb-
ruary.
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at one time or another that they were not a 
good candidate for contact lenses.  Thank-
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JAMES SOUTHWORTH
KANSAS – James William 

Southworth, 59, of Charles-
ton, and formerly of Kan-

sas, passed 
away at 12 
a.m. Thurs-
day, Dec. 
19, 2019, at 
Char l esto n 
Rehab and 
Healthcare.

Private in-
terment is in Fairview Cem-
etery. Templeton Funeral 
Home is in charge of the ar-
rangements.

Mr. Southworth was born 
Jan. 13, 1960, at Marysville, 
Kan., the son of William F. and 
Karen Youngquist Southworth.

Survivors include his 
mother, Karen Watson of 
Kansas; two daughters, Betsy 
Ligotino and Ciara Travis; a 
brother, Robert (Kim) South-
worth of Oakland; a sister, 

Mary Gienko of Charleston; 
three grandchildren, Daniel 
Henson and Quinton and 
Alyssa Ligotino; and nieces 
and nephews, Michael (Ka-
tie) Southworth of Tuscola, 
Christina “Nikki” (Stephen) 
Guerrero of Oakland, Sean 
Sudduth of Columbia, Mo., 
and Anthony and Anna Gien-
ko of Charleston. 

He was preceded in death 
by his father; a brother, Rich-
ard Southworth; and a neph-
ew, Jared Southworth.

Mr. Southworth was an 
avid reader and enjoyed his-
tory and classic movies. He 
also loved spending time with 
his family.

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Stephen Siller 
Tunnel to Towers Foundation 
www.tunnel2towers.org.

Online condolences at 
www.templetonfuneralhome.
com.

SOUTHWORTH

THOMAS SWITZER
S. Thomas Switzer, 85, of 

Paris, passed away at 11:10 
a.m. Monday, Dec. 16, 2019, 

at Paris 
Hea l t h c are 
Center.  He 
was a custo-
dian for Citi-
zens Bank in 
Paris.  

All ser-
vices are pri-
vate.  Stewart 
and Carroll 
F u n e r a l 
Home is as-
sisting the 

family with the arrangements.  
Mr. Switzer was born Dec. 

31, 1933, in Edgar Coun-

SWITZER

ty, the son of the late Sam-
uel D. and Letha DePriest 
Switzer.  He married Evellyn 
Rhoads Aug. 22, 1957, in Par-
is, and she survives.  

He is also survived by his 
children, Debra G. (Tim) 
Gosnell of Marshall, Ferron 
E. (Karen) Switzer of Paris, 
Gary D. (Bonnie) Switzer of 
Chino Valley, Ariz., and Leslie 
J. (Todd) Padrick of Lerna; 
one sister, Herriett Gann of 
Paris; several grandchildren, 
and several great-grandchil-

dren.  
He was preceded in death 

by nine siblings, Beulah Gill, 
LeRoy “Pec” Switzer, Clif-
ton Switzer, Betty Webster, 
Rosie Clements, Thelma Sly, 
Susie Woods, Ruth Rose and 
Charles Switzer.

Mr. Switzer was a United 
States Army veteran and a 
member of Cross Point Apos-
tolic Church.

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfuner-
alhome.com.

REUSE THE NEWS
Recycle this newspaper

MICHAEL L. GROSS
Michael Lee Gross, 72, 

of Paris, passed away Sun-
day Dec. 15, 2019, at O.S.F. 

Health Care, 
Danville. He 
was a welder 
and mechan-
ic at Chicago 
Bridge and 
Iron. 

All services 
are private. 
Stewart and 
Carroll Fu-
neral Home 
is assisting 

the family with the arrange-
ment.

Mr. Gross was born May 4, 
1947, at Danville, the son of 
the late Bert L. and Maralou 
Green Gross. He married Ju-
lie L. Williams Gross Aug. 5, 
1983, at Madison, and she 
survives. 

He is is also survived by 
his son, Todd Michael (Erin) 
Gross of Danville; his grand-
son, Parker Gross of Danville; 
his siblings, Cindy (Ron) Ol-
son of Ormond, Fla., Bradley 
(Lisa) Gross of Danville, Jeff 
(Karen) Gross of Danville; 
and five nieces and three 
nephews.

Mr. Gross was a veteran of 
the United States Navy.

Memorial donations may 
be made to As Good as Gold 
Golden Retriever Rescue.

Online condolences please 
go to www.stewartandcarroll-
funeralhome.

GROSS

ROBERT JOHNSTON
Robert A. Johnston, 71, of 

Paris, passed away at 10:34 
a.m. Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2019, 

at his resi-
dence. He 
was retired 
after 20 years 
with Cadillac 
Products of 
Paris. 

A grave-
side memo-
rial service is 
11 a.m. Dec. 
27, at Edgar 
C e m e t e r y, 

with Bro. Karl Marshall offi-
ciating and military rites con-
ducted by American Legion 
Post #211. Templeton Funer-
al Home is in charge of the 
arrangements. 

Mr. Johnston was born 
April 20, 1948, at Paris, the 
son of the late Robert F. and 
Annetta Davidson Johnston. 

He married Carolyn Bea Bur-
ba Dec. 27, 1978, in Paris. She 
preceded him in death March 
15, 2019. 

Survivors include a daugh-
ter, Miri Ann Johnston (Dar-
ren Besherse); a brother, 
Timothy (Paula) Johnston; 
a grandson, Sonny Przyby-
lowski; and his mother-in-
law, Mary Burba, all of Paris; 
as well as several nieces and 
nephews. 

Mr. Johnston was a United 
States Marine Corps veter-
an of the Vietnam War and 
attended Parkland College. 
He will be remembered as 
a loving and devoted hus-
band, father, grandfather and 
brother. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans. 

Online condolences 
at  www.TempletonFuneral-
Home.com.

JOHNSTON

DIANA O’BANION
Diana Renee Burns O’Ban-

ion, 63, of Paris, passed away 
at her home in Paris. She was 
a homemaker and worked in 
customer service at Lowes, 
a veterinary office in Dan-
ville, nursing homes, Rantoul 
Products, was a cashier at Ar-
bys, the owner of DJ’s Land-
scaping and made and sold 
crafts at craft shows.  

A service is 6 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 27, at Stewart and Car-
roll Funeral Home. Visitation 
is from 5 p.m. until the ser-
vice time Friday at the funeral 
home.   

Mrs. O’Banion was born 
March 19, 1956, at Paris, the 

daughter of the late Lloyd 
Allen and Ruth Ann Haught 
Burns.  She was married to 
Todd Alan O’Banion who 
preceded her in death.  

Survivors include two sons, 
Jason Michael ( Jackie) Chas-
ten of Springfield and Scott 
Andrew (Tammy) Trigalet of 
Danville; one sister, Deborah 
Ann Burns of Spring, Texas; 
and two grandchildren.   

Mrs. O’Banion was a mem-
ber of the Order of the East-
ern Star.

Memorial contributions 
may be made to A.S.P.C.A.  

Online condolences www.
stewartandcarrollfuneral-
home.com.

JEAN VANDIVIER
Jean Pauline Vandivier, 

85, of Chrisman, passed 
away at 11:08 p.m., Friday 

Dec. 13, 
2019, at her 
home. She 
was a cashier 
at Kmart in 
Paris and a 
t e l e p h o n e 
operator.

A funeral 
service was conducted 10 
a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
2019, in Stewart and Carroll 
Funeral Home. Burial was 
in Franklin Cemetery.  Visi-
tation was from 4 to 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, Dec. 17, at the fu-
neral home. 

Mrs. Vandivier was born 
Sept. 29, 1934, at Blanford, 
Ind., the daughter of the 
late Tony and Cora Thomp-

son Savant. She married 
Bernard Vandivier June 12, 
1954, at St. Bernice, Ind., 
and he survives.

She is also survived by her 
children, Susie (Rick) Hold-
er of Brocton, Tim ( Janet) 
Vandivier of Chrisman and 
Brian (Carla) Vandivier 
of Bement; her grandchil-
dren, Amber (Matt) Davis 
of Marshall, Kristy (Tony) 
Preston of Chrisman, Ja-
mie Vandivier of Chrisman, 
Jenni (Dakota) Cusick of 
Paris and Tori and Michael 
Vandivier, both of Bement; 
and her eight great-grand-
children.

 Memorial donations may 
be made to ECCF, INC 
D.O. it Fund. 

Online condolences at 
www.stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com

L NAME

DARLENE CAMPBELL
OAKLAND – Darlene 

Campbell, 75, of Oakland, 
passed away Wednesday, Dec. 

18, 2019, at 
Carle Foun-
dation Hos-
pital, Urbana.

A pri-
vate family 
service is 
planned. Kra-
bel Funeral 

Home is assisting the family 
with the arrangements.

Memorial donations may 
be made to Oakland Hinds-
boro Charitable Foundation 
or Landmarks, Inc. of Oak-
land.

More information and on-
line condolences at www.kra-
belfuneralhome.com.

CAMPBELL

JOHN UTTERBACK
John Robert Utterback, 92, 

of Paris, passed away at 12:30 
p.m. Friday, Dec.13, 2019, at 
Twin Lakes Rehabilitation 
and Health Care.

Following cremation ser-
vices will be announced at a 
later date.

Stewart and Carroll Funer-
al Home is assisting the ar-
rangements. 

Memorials may be made to 
Faith-In-Action or St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church.

More information and 
on-line condolences at 
www.  stewartandcarrollfu-
neralhome.com.

DOROTHY WHEELER
Dorothy Vanise Wheeler, 

88, of Kansas, passed away at 
9:25 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
18, 2019, at her residence.  

A service celebrating her 
life is noon Monday, Dec. 23, 
at Templeton Funeral Home 
in Paris, with Minister Bret 
Hammond officiating. Burial 
follows in Mound Cemetery 
at Charleston. Visitation is 
from 11 a.m. until the service 
time Monday at the funeral 
home.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
TempletonFuneralHome.
com.

DENNIS LINDLEY
MARSHALL – Dennis Al-

len Lindley, 89, of Marshall, 
passed away 11:15 a.m. Tues-

day, Dec. 17, 
2019, at Har-
rison’s Cross-
ing, Terre 
Haute, Ind. 

A service 
honoring his 
life is 2 p.m. 
today, Dec. 

21, at Pearce Funeral Home, 
with Pastor Billie Ray Ulrey 
officiating. Burial is in St. 
Mary’s Cemetery. Visitation 
is from noon until the ser-
vice time today at the funeral 
home. 

Memorial donations may 
be made to St. Mary’s Catho-
lic Church. 

More information and 
online condolences at www.
pearcefuneralservices.com.

LINDLEY

GEORGE BURKHARDT 
CASEY – George Paul 

Burkhardt, 81, of Joliet, and 
formerly of Martinsville and 

New Le-
nox passed 
away Mon-
day, Dec. 16, 
2019.

A funer-
al service 
is 11 a.m. 
today, Dec. 

21, at Markwell Funeral 
Home.  Burial, with full mili-
tary honors, follows at Lind-
sey Cemetery, Parker Town-
ship, Clark County. Visitation 
was from 4 to 7 p.m. Friday, 
Dec. 20, at the funeral home.    

Memorial donations may 
be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association.  

More information and 
online condolences at www.
markwellfuneralhome.com.

BURKHARDT

 KENNETH HUCKABA 
MARTINSIVLLE – Kenneth 

Wayne Huckaba, 66, of Martins-
ville, passed away at 10:28 a.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 14, 2019, at Ape-
rion Care Center, Olney.

A funeral services was noon 
Friday, Dec. 20, at Greenwell 
Funeral Home, with Pastors 
Terry Blanchard and Ken 
Wade officiating.  Burial fol-
lowed in Ridgelawn Ceme-
tery. 



Republican Lawrence 
Oliver of Dorsey has filed 
to run against Rep. Avery 

Bourne 
(R-Mor-
rison-
ville) 
in the 
March 
primary. 
Oliver 
has 
not yet 
reported 
raising 
any 

money, but his main issue 
appears to be Bourne’s 
vote for the 19 cents per 
gallon gas tax hike to fund 
infrastructure projects 
during the past spring 
legislative session.

Oliver’s primary chal-
lenge is not really news. 
He has slim to no chance 
of even getting close to 
the popular Republican 
incumbent. 

What is different, and 
therefore newsworthy, is 
that Bourne would have 
typically faced a far more 
viable and well-funded op-
ponent if she’d sided with 
the majority Democratic 
Party to double the state’s 
Motor Fuel Tax. For the 
past few election cycles, 
pressure from powerful 
and/or well-funded 
groups and individuals 
would’ve scared any Re-
publican incumbent away 
from such votes. 

But former Gov. Bruce 
Rauner and his vindictive 
checking account have 
faded into the sunset. The 
multimillion-dollar mon-
ey pipeline from wealthy 
Republican activist Rich-
ard Uihlein to Dan Proft’s 
Liberty Principles PAC 
has been shut off. And, ex-
cept for the $2 million he 
gave Bill Daley to run for 
mayor of Chicago earlier 
this year, Illinois’ richest 
resident, Ken Griffin, has 
been mostly quiet. 

Those three men 
contributed over $200 
million to campaigns since 
late 2013. That’s a whole 
lot of cash to put the fear 
into anyone who crosses 
them. And it’s why almost 
all of the Republicans 
who voted for the 2017 
tax hike and the override 
of Rauner’s veto decided 
not to run again, lest they 
be primaried to death. But 
those rich folks are mainly 
on the sidelines today. As 
a result, neither the House 
nor Senate Republican 

Editor, The Prairie Press:
When I moved to Paris in June 

of 1979, I hoped I’d have the 
chance to learn to practice law 
here in Edgar County. The idea 
that my learning would last for 
over 40 years didn’t occur to me. 
But thanks to incredible luck and 
great people, I’ve been able to 
practice a profession I love, and 
help people who I’ve come to care 
a great deal for. 

Now I’m working toward retire-
ment.  My wife Doris and I aren’t 
moving away. I’m more excited 
about the future of Paris than at 
any time during my 40 years here. 
New generations are injecting life 
back into the community, new 
businesses are developing and 
the growth and strengthening 
of community stalwarts such as 
Horizon Health and NAL provide 
an economic bulwark to build on. 

As I phase out my career as a 
lawyer, it’s important to say thank 
you. The list of people deserving 
of my thanks extends to near-in-
finity, and any recitation of names 
is incomplete. Nevertheless, 
I have to recognize a list that 
includes my first local employer, 
Massey Anderson & Gibson Law 
Offices (Bob Gibson, Fred Kreck-
man, Dick James and John Piper), 
nthe judges, courthouse staff 

and law enforcement officers 
who helped knock the edges of a 
young know-it-all lawyer, 
nthe hundreds of clients who 

placed their trust in me, 
nmy legal peers and the pro-

fessionals in accounting, invest-
ments and in particular banking, 
who made it necessary for me to 
continue to learn and grow, 
nthe great social friends from 

softball and basketball at the Y 
days,
nmy professional peers in the 

Network and Coaching organiza-
tions in which I participated, 
nmy long-time partner Rick 

Brewster, and 

nmost of all, the many 
dedicated staff members who 
wholeheartedly joined me in 
our mission to Help Our Clients 
Learn How to Protect What is 
Important in Their Lives through 
Planning. 

Special mention must be given 
to Bonnie Higginbotham and 
Krista Krabel, who for 24 and 13 
years respectively, made it possi-
ble for me to love what I do, by 
being the caring and competent 
professionals and human beings 
they are. 

And lastly my thanks to my 
newest and youngest legal 
colleague, David Hamilton: He’s 
brought me a fresh perspective, 
reminded me of my earliest pro-
fessional days and shown the kind 
of promise as a professional that 
will far exceed my own modest 
accomplishments. 

So, thanks Paris.  Thanks Wa-
bash Valley. Thanks Doris. Thanks 
Rick. And thanks to God. I’ve 
been blessed beyond my worth. 
I’ve got more to pay back than I’ll 
ever have time to accomplish. 

David M. Frisse
Paris

President should expand 
his limited vocabulary
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Our president has many fine 
qualities – a firm putting stroke, 
a nice tan – but his vocabulary is 
sadly limited, and his similes are 
hackneyed. He recently referred 
to a bad guy in the Middle East 
whom we took out (not to 
dinner) as crying like a baby and 
dead as a doornail.

Our president admittedly 
does not read, unlike his fellow 
Republican Abe Lincoln, he’s no 
wordsmith. How many times do 
we hear repeated witch hunt and 
hoax to describe Mueller’s report 
and impeachment?

I’m sure the Witmers can 

reach back into history and find 
politicians, Democrats, who 
share a limited vocabulary with 
the president, as well as racists, 
misogynists, Islamaphobes and 
politicians with bad hair. But does 
this retro-reasoning make these 
attributes admirable?

I wish to expand our president’s 
vocabulary adding spice to his 
witch hunt and hoax. How about 
ploy, ruse, travesty, skullduggery, 
artifice, flummoxed, subterfuge, 
hornswoggled? If I could find my 
thesaurus, I’d add more; as I’m 
sure you can. 

I also wish this president 
showed a sense of humor to 
leaven his load. As Obama was 
leaving office, he was asked if he 
had a bucket list for retirement. 
“No,” he said, “but I have a list 
that rhymes with bucket.” Gotta 
love a guy like that.

Michael Bennett
Vermilion.

Letter writer should stick 
to the facts about Trump 
Editor, The Prairie Press:

Reading Anita Griffith’s 
letter to the editor in last week’s 
The Prairie Press brought two 
reactions. First would be the 
nerve-shattering sound of finger-
nails on a chalkboard. The second 
would be my reply.

Those of you of a certain age 
may remember one of the first 
crime dramas on TV, “Dragnet.” 
It told the story of Sgt. Joe Friday 
(played by Jack Webb) of the Los 
Angeles Police Department. One 
of his signature lines when he was 
questioning a witness was simply, 
“Just the facts, Ma’am!”

That was what was lacking in 
Ms. Griffith’s letter. Opinion, 
vitriol and misstatements of what 
has happened under Donald 
Trump as president seems to be 
her only constant in her letters.
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How to 
help lost 
among us

This Christmas share the greatest story ever told with family, friends
“In those days a decree went out 

from Caesar Augustus that all the 
world should be enrolled. This was 
the first enrollment, when Quir-
in′i-us was governor of Syria.

“And all went to be enrolled, each 
to his own city. And Joseph also 
went up from Galilee, from the city 
of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of 
David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and 
lineage of David, to be enrolled 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was 
with child. And while they were 
there, the time came for her to be 
delivered. And she gave birth to her 
first-born son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.

“And in that region there were 
shepherds out in the field, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. And 

an angel of the Lord appeared to 
them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were 
filled with fear. 

“And the angel said to them, ‘Be 
not afraid; for behold, I bring you 
good news of a great joy which will 
come to all the people; for to you is 
born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And 
this will be a sign for you: you will 
find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.’ 

“And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying,

 “’Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will among 

men!’
“When the angels went away from 

them into heaven, the shepherds 
said to one another, ‘Let us go over 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that 
has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.’

“And they went with haste, and 
found Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. And when 
they saw it they made known the 
saying which had been told them 
concerning this child; and all who 
heard it wondered at what the shep-
herds told them. 

“But Mary kept all these things, 
pondering them in her heart. 

“And the shepherds returned, glo-
rifying and praising God for all they 
had heard and seen, as it had been 
told them.”

— Luke 2: 1-20
Bible, Revised Standard Version

OUR VIEW
This editorial reflects the views of The Prairie 
Press’ editorial board. Other opinions on this 
page may not reflect this view. 

Go tell it! Christ is born

Big donors 
money
is gone

Paris attorney anounces retirement
YOUR VIEW
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In this season of joy, I am reminded, as we all 
are, fleetingly, that not all share our joy. Several 
years ago, for example, the circus came to my 
rural town. A friend and I decided to ensure 

that all kids could have the 
very few bucks needed for 
tickets and some cotton candy. 
Fifteen single-parent families 
were quickly identified by a 
local church group as needing 
such help. 

My first delivery was to a 
run-down small frame home. 
The young mother came to the 
screen door. The living room 
behind her was a mess; a ste-
reotypical, louche boyfriend 

(I assume) was lounging on the sofa, watching 
TV; two kids were fussing in the background. 
What struck me was how grateful the mother, 
a bit disheveled, was for the tickets (at $6 each) 
and the 10 bucks for treats. What a miserable 
life, I thought.

Based on my chats with local teachers and 
social workers, there are lots of such households 
in rural central Illinois. I recall a county health 
department report that in a recent year 44 per-
cent of all births in my county were to unmarried 
mothers, many maybe most ill-educated for 
today’s world. In 1968, when I entered the state 
legislature, the national figure was 10 percent.

These families are invisible to most of us. 
They live in farm houses that would otherwise 
be abandoned, or in duplex and quadplex 
apartments in the small towns. Only one in 
five fathers pays any child support, according 
to educated guesses by my social work friends. 
Most of these mothers are what I would call 
somewhat abandoned, lost and unconnected.

In contrast: I am working on a novel about 
a colorful Irish-American politician in post-
World War II Chicago. This friend of mine 
came from a strong nuclear family, a close-knit 
Catholic Church parish, vibrant Irish fellowship 
societies and his energetic political network. 
Talk about connected. If ever a problem arose, 
he had many supportive places to turn for help. 
Because of these many ties, this politico has led 
a successful and rewarding life.

We humans are social animals. We need 
human connections and supports like those of 
my Chicago friend.

Today, however, many rural families are in 
disarray. My kindergarten teacher friend tells 
of one family in her school with three children, 
each with a different last name. Her school no 
longer even bothers to list fathers’ names in the 
pupils’ informational databases.

Further, churches today are much less central 
in the lives of the unconnected, and small-town 
community ties are weak, as the unconnected 
mothers move frequently from one to another, 
I’m told, maybe for cheaper housing.  

So, when her jalopy loses its brakes, a 
struggling single mother has no connections 
to turn to find the $500 needed to get her back 
on the road and to her job. “And transportation 
is a huge problem,” says a social worker, “as 
you don’t walk or take the bus to work in rural 
America.” 

It’s enough to make this single mother turn 
to drink, and drugs, and many like her do, my 
social work friends tell me. This in turn drains 
scarce funds needed for the kids’ school sup-
plies and the basics.

Governments and private charities in my area 
bend over backward to help fill the gap. There 
are literally a score, or maybe even two score, of 
discrete housing, heating/cooling, child care, 
food stamp and food pantry, job training, health 
care and other programs out there. 

Valuable as these are, the programs are 
fragmented, scattered. Last time I checked the 
Peoria phone book, I found nine separate state 
social service units for mental health, rehabil-
itation, substance abuse and more — all with 
different physical office locations, and all 40 
miles drive (in a junk jalopy, if one has a car) —
from my rural county.

And if, according to my social worker friends, 
a mother earns a good boost in pay at her low-
wage job, she runs the risk of falling off a cliff, 
that is, losing her medical care card, child care, 
food stamps and other benefits. The mother may 
decide, rationally, that the relative certainty of all 
those programs is better than losing them to the 
uncertainty of a job of who knows what tenure.

What to do? 
In the short term, create a sliding-scale 

transition from welfare to success at work. 
Rather than a scary cliff that drops government 
benefits cold turkey, reduce them slowly as a 
mother progresses to higher pay at work. This 
would provide an incentive, rather than today’s 
disincentive, to get off the dole.

Second, require parenting classes for moth-
ers — and fathers where they can be found 
— receiving taxpayer support. Classes might 
include learning such basics as how to separate 
wants from needs; household budgeting, and 
how to create and support strong aspirations 
for career success among their children.

Finally, we need to think long and hard about 
how society can envelope the lost and uncon-
nected. Government programs, which have 
proliferated, obviously won’t alone do the job. 

(Jim Nowlan was a senior fellow and political 
science professor at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign. He has worked for three 
unindicted governors and published a weekly 
newspaper in central Illinois.) 

JIM
NOWLAN
ILLINOIS  
PERSPECTIVE
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Don’t know what to buy for some of 

the people on your Christmas list? 
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May peace, love and all of God’s blessings 
be with you and your loved ones during this 

Christmas season and throughout the 
New Year! 

Hume United Methodist Church
110 West St., Hume, IL 61932
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caucuses are experiencing 
any major backlash over the 
fact that large numbers of 
their members voted to raise 
taxes. 

Rep. Terri Bryant 
(R-Murphysboro) voted 
for the gas tax hike and is 
running unopposed for state 
Senate. Springfield Repub-
lican Reps. Tim Butler and 
Mike Murphy were two 
more Yes votes who are un-
opposed for re-election. 

Rep. Tom Demmer 
(R-Dixon) has a general 
election opponent, but no 
GOP opposition. The same 
goes for Reps. Deanne 
Mazzochi (R-Elmhurst), Jeff 
Keicher (R-Sycamore) and 
others in the House as well 
as the Senate. 

There was much grinding 
of teeth from the usual sus-
pects when those tax hikes 
passed both chambers by 
wide bipartisan margins, but 
no natural groundswell of 
anti-tax opposition devel-
oped against Republicans 
who voted to fund the mas-
sive infrastructure plan to 
the point of people actually 
running against them. 

And the small number of 

people who did run aren’t 
exactly burning up the fund-
raising circuit. 

Rep. Dan Brady 
(R-Bloomington) voted 
to increase taxes to fund 
infrastructure programs 
this year, so it could be an 
issue in his primary. But it’s 
not going to be much of a 
primary if his opponent, 
David Paul Blumenshine 
(R-Normal), doesn’t start 
raising money. Blumenshine 
reported bringing in $350 
during the third quarter, 
loaning $1,100 to his cam-
paign committee, spending 
about $4,500 on unitemized 
expenditures and ending the 
quarter in the hole by about 
$2,900. Democrat Chem-
berly Cummings has also 
filed to run. 

Rep. Dave Severin 
(R-Benton) is facing off 
against Tim Arview (R-West 
Frankfort). Rep. Severin 
voted for the tax hikes 
to fund the state’s new 
infrastructure program, 
including doubling the 
Motor Fuel Tax, and Arview 
has taken him to task for it. 
Like many of the other gas 
tax opponents, he has not 
yet reported any campaign 
contributions. 

President Trump won the 

district by 43 points so no 
Democrats have filed. 

The races where you are 
seeing sharp disagreement 
over the tax hikes are mainly 
in general election contests. 
For instance, Travis Breeden 
(R-Utica) has already 
repeatedly criticized fresh-
man Rep. Lance Yednock 
(D-Ottawa) for his Yes vote 
to increase the Motor Fuel 
Tax. 

Then again, Rep. Sue 
Scherer (D-Decatur) voted 
for the tax hikes and is so far 
running unopposed for the 
first time ever. 

What we’ve discovered 
is that when ultra-rich, 
anti-tax activists sit on the 
sidelines after a tax increase, 
few if any viable Republican 
protest candidates emerge 
on their own. 

Makes you wonder. 
(Rich Miller is the editor 

of the Capitol Fax blog and 
newsletter, which he has been 
publishing for more than 20 
years. His email is capitol-
fax@gmail.com.)

She infers we are living in 
a democracy, but Trump is 
acting like a king. However, 
we live in a republic, as she 
acknowledges what Franklin 
said in 1787.

In her third paragraph, it 
is stated that the president 
has spared no illegal effort 
to once again pervert our 
elections. Mr. Mueller’s and 
Mr. Horowitz’s investigations 
have not been able to accuse 
Trump of illegality, or they 
would have charged him with 
it. Where are your facts (not 
opinions), Ms. Griffith?

Facts are tough things. 
One politician has said, “You 
are entitled to your own 
opinions, but not your own 
facts.” Checks and balances 
run both ways. When the 
committees dealing with 
impeachment refuse to 

allow the president’s lawyers 
to participate fully, who is 
upsetting the checks and 
balances of our systems?

NATO was formed in 
1949 to protect Western 
European democracies from 
the Soviet menace. Since that 
time it has been American 
money, expertise, hardware 
and soldiers who have shoul-
dered the bulk of that effort. 
Trump has rightly claimed 
that those nations do not 
have an unqualified right for 
us doing that. 

All he has done has 
demanded that NATO 
nations pay their fair share 
for their own protection. If 
that is what the cave dwelling 
remark was about, perhaps 
it was time for some simple, 
direct talk to them.

Dubious prosperity? 
What is dubious about 

a record stock market? 
Unemployment lower than 

it has been in 50 years. An 
economy that has, for the 
first in 70 years, become a 
net exporter of oil. 

So much more could be 
added, but the facts do not 
support such a phrase as 
dubious economy.

A laughing stock of the 
entire world? One of those 
making fun of Trump was 
Justin Trudeau, Prime Min-
ister of Canada. On the same 
day that the U.S. announced 
the addition of 266,000 jobs 
in November, Canada an-
nounced it lost 76,000 in the 
same time. I would say that 
the world might be a little 
envious of Trump’s record.

A serial abuser of power? 
Fine words, but where is 
the evidence? What are the 
facts? Remember Joe Friday’s 
words, “Just the facts, ma’am, 
just the facts.”

Russell Witmer
Paris

LETTERS
FROM PAGE 6A

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!

217-921-3216

Thompson Center expected to sell 
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

State officials expect to 
be in negotiations with 
a buyer for the James R. 
Thompson Center by this 
time next year and have 
no preferences whether 
the new owner preserves 
or tears down the iconic 
but controversial Loop of-
fice building, officials said 
Thursday, Dec. 19.

As part of a large-scale 
plan to move state work-
ers out of the 1.2 million-
square-foot glass-and-steel 
structure, the state De-
partment of Central Man-
agement Services also is 
weighing whether to sell 
other downtown real es-
tate and move some em-
ployees out of the Loop.

“We are very open to 
whatever combination of 
ideas will lead to the best 
deal for taxpayers,” CMS 
Chief Operating Officer 
Ayse Kalaycioglu said.

The state is finalizing a 
three-year, $3.8 million 
project management con-
tract with Ernst & Young 
Infrastructure Advisors, 
which was selected earlier 
this month to help guide 
the Thompson Center 
sale and the relocation 
of the state’s downtown 
workforce. The goal is for 
a request for development 
proposals to go out some-
time this summer and for 
the state to be under con-
tract with a buyer by the 
end of 2020.

Former Gov. Bruce 
Rauner said the Thomp-
son Center could fetch 
$300 million — and 

counted on that revenue in 
his budget proposals — but 
acting CMS Director Janel 
Forde said it would be more 
than premature to discuss a 
possible sale price.

“This is a great piece of 
land with great opportuni-
ties,” Forde said, noting that 
the Thompson Center site is 
a square block in the heart of 
the Loop.

But that prime location 
comes with some drawbacks 
and potential obstacles.

The state has estimated the 
existing building needs $325 

million in repairs, and whoev-
er buys the building will have 
to negotiate with the city and 
the CTA over maintaining 
operation of the Clark/Lake 
station that occupies part of 
the building.

City approval also will be 
needed for any zoning chang-
es a developer might seek for 
the site.

There’s also a master lease 
for the retail space in the 
building’s glass-enclosed 
atrium and lower-level food 
court that doesn’t expire until 
2034.



8A |  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2019   |  217-921-3216  |  prairiepress.netNEWS, FROM PAGE 1A

CHRISMAN
FROM PAGE 1A

to landowners granting ease-
ments is access to a depend-
able water source.

According to Colvin, all of 
the engineering and other re-
quired paper work is with the 
EPA. The start date is depen-
dent on when the EPA gives 
final approval. 

“I would like to get it in 
before the crops are planted 
otherwise there will be a lot 
of crop damage,” said Colvin. 

The other option to avoid 
crop damage is to delay con-
struction until the 2020 har-
vest is completed. Such action 
may be necessary anyway if 
the EPA loan gets final approv-
al after the crops are planted.  

The commissioners ap-
proved the $44,987 bill from 
Francis Associates, noting it is 
at least 60 percent reimburs-
able through the EPA loan.

In another water project 
related matter, the council 
changed two city ordinanc-

es. The water rate was raised 
by 25 cents starting with the 
February billing for water 
consumed during January. 
The other change was elimi-
nating the two-tier water rate 
charging customers outside 
the city limits more than 
those living within the legal 
boundary. All Chrisman wa-
ter customers will now pay 
the same rate, regardless of 
location.

Commissioner Tyler Al-
exander briefed the others 
about an issue confronting 
the Chrisman Public Library. 
He is the city’s representative 
on the library board.

“The minimum wage is go-
ing up to $9.25 an hour start-
ing Jan. 1, and it will go to $10 
in July,” said Alexander.

He explained the library 
has two part-time clerks. One 
is paid $8.50 and the other 
$8.25 so the new minimum 
wage represents a substantial 
boost to them, especially, at 
$10 an hour later in the sum-
mer. While that is good for 

CHRISTMAS BASKET DONATIONS

Special to The Prairie Press

Year after year, the employees of Larsson Woodyard & Henson of Paris contribute to the Paris Com-
munity Nurse Christmas Food Basket project. Through their generosity each year they have become 
a large part of the reason the food basket project is able to help 350 Edgar County families with 
a box of food at Christmas time. Pictured first row, from left, Velda Vice, Marla Coffman and Holly 
Goodwin. Second row, from left, are project chairman Scott Barrett, Eric Bradham, Angela Garrett, 
Katie Knoll and Anthony Laporte.

Special to The Prairie Press

Paris Community Nurse Association Christmas Food Basket Chairman Scott Barrett, left, accepts 
a $500 check from Paul McCrocklin, representing the employees of AeroGen-TEK in support of the 
project. The donation helps make Christmas a little brighter for 350 Edgar County families in need.

Special to The Prairie Press

Horizon Health once again supported the Paris Community Nurse Association Christmas Food 
Baskets project by donating 350 cake mixes to be included in the boxes. Pictured is project chair-
man Scott Barrett, left, and longtime project supporter and Horion Health employee Cheryl Curl.

the employees, it does cre-
ate a funding problem for 
the library board.

According to Alexander, 
the taxing district for the 
library generates $16,500 
in revenue, which is about 
$2,000 more than what is 
paid to the clerks now. The 
new minimum wages will 
quickly eat away that small 
surplus.

“When it goes to $10 an 
hour we are going to be in 
the hole,” said Alexander.

He added the consensus 
among library board mem-
bers is money generated by 
fundraising efforts should 
not pay salaries. The intent 
of fundraisers is to buy ma-
terials and other needed 
items for the library.

He said it may be nec-
essary to cut library hours 
but no action has been tak-
en toward that end.

“There are no definite 
plans. I just wanted to let 
you guys know what we are 
thinking,” said Alexander.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Police Department receives a $1,000 donation from Casey’s General Store. One of the 
Paris Casey’s stores sold a $400,000 lottery ticket and local management decided to donate 
the commission from the Illinois Lottery to local worthwhile causes. Left to right, Officer Cody 
Jewell, Casey’s Supervisor Judy Rozelle, police administrative assistant Melissa Garner and Paris 
Police Chief Eric Brown. 

Casey’s shares lotto commission
BY GARY HENRY
ghenry@prairiepress.net

A $400,000 Illinois lottery 
ticket sold at one of the Paris 
Casey General Stores had a 
charitable outcome.

Judy Rozelle, a Casey su-
pervisor, said the store got 
$4,000 for a commission on 
the sale and the local manager 
decided to donate the money 
to worthwhile causes. 

The store gave $1,000 each 
to the Paris Police Depart-
ment, the Paris Fire Depart-
ment, the Paris Lions Club 
and Hopes and Dreams.

“There is no corporate pol-
icy on this,” said Rozelle. “It is 
up to each manager and some 
may put it into the store’s 
bank account.”

She added Casey’s up-
per level management was 
pleased with the local deci-
sion and she was in town to 
make the check presentations 
at the end of the Dec. 14 Shop 
with a Cop event. 

The Illinois Lottery also 
learned about the donation 
and sent a camera crew to 
the Paris Wal-Mart to capture 
footage of Shop with a Cop in 
Edgar County for a future lot-

tery commercial.
Representatives of 

Hopes and Dreams were 
not present for the check 
distribution and Rozelle 
plans to mail that check. 

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Fire Department receives a $1,000 donation from Casey’s General Store. One of the 
Paris Casey’s stores sold a $400,000 lottery ticket and local management decided to donate the 
commission from the Illinois Lottery to local worthwhile causes. Left to right, Firefighter Mike 
Warner, Casey’s supervisor Judy Rozelle, Captain Steve Gallagher and Firefighter Mark Brinker-
hoff.

Gary Henry/The Prairie Press

The Paris Lions Club receives a $1,000 donation from 
Casey’s General Store. One of the Paris Casey’s stores sold 
a $400,000 lottery ticket and local management decided 
to donate the commission from the Illinois Lottery to local 
worthwhile causes. Left to right, Lions member Brad Cash, 
Casey’s supervisor Judy Rozelle and Lions member Amy Hill. 
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Pritzker to sign refugee resettlement letter
BY PETER HANCOCK
phancock@capitolnewsillinois.com

SPRINGFIELD – Demo-
cratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker said 
Monday, Dec. 16, he fully 
supports allowing refugees 
to resettle in Illinois and he is 
expected to sign a letter to the 
Trump administration to that 
effect in the coming days.

Such a letter of consent is 
now required from state and lo-
cal officials under an executive 
order that President Donald 
Trump issued earlier this year. 
Under that order, state and lo-
cal officials have until Dec. 25 
to issue written statements of 
consent.

“As the great grandson of a 
Jewish refugee from Ukraine, 
the president’s attacks on im-
migrant families are deeply per-
sonal to me,” Pritzker said in an 
email statement. “I will always 
embrace refugees with open 
arms, and under my adminis-
tration Illinois will always be 
a welcoming state that values 
the contributions immigrants 
make in our society.”

Pritzker’s comments came 
after the humanitarian aid or-
ganization World Relief and 77 
Illinois pastors who are part of 

the Evangelical Immigration 
Table sent letters to Pritzker 
and 14 other governors urging 
them to support refugee reset-
tlement, even as the Trump 
administration sharply curtails 
the number of refugees al-
lowed into the country.

The executive order states it 
is the administration’s policy 
to consult with state and local 
governments, “to identify the 
best environments for refu-
gees, but also to be respectful 
of those communities that may 
not be able to accommodate 
refugee resettlement.”

“State and local governments 
are best positioned to know the 
resources and capacities they 
may or may not have available 
to devote to sustainable reset-
tlement, which maximizes the 
likelihood refugees placed in 
the area will become self-suffi-
cient and free from long-term 
dependence on public assis-
tance,” the order states. “Some 
states and localities, however, 
have viewed existing consulta-
tion as insufficient, and there is 
a need for closer coordination 
and a more clearly defined role 
for state and local governments 
in the refugee resettlement 

process. My administration 
seeks to enhance these consul-
tations.”

Jenney Yang, vice presi-
dent of advocacy and policy 
at World Relief, said during a 
phone interview the United 
States is poised to allow only 
18,000 refugee resettlements 
in the current federal fiscal 
year, the lowest number in the 
nation’s history.

“The U.S. has traditionally 
been the world’s leader when it 
comes to resettling the largest 
number of refugees, and it’s a 
role that the United States has 
played for many years,” Yang 
said. “… And when the United 
States closes doors, it actually 
leads to other countries closing 
their doors as well.”

According to a tally kept 
by World Relief, 24 other 
governors and more than 60 
municipalities have already 
submitted consent letters. 
Among the local communi-
ties listed is DuPage County. 
In addition, the U.S. Confer-
ence of Mayors sent a letter 
Nov. 25 to Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo urging the ad-
ministration to rescind the 
executive order.
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Junior 
League 
near 1st 
half end
BY CINDY WILSON
ef8057126@gmail.com

The Paris Junior League’s 
first half is winding down 
with only one week left to 
play in the regular season.

The Panthers remain un-
defeated as the Panthers, 
Bears, Colts, and Lions all 
secure wins in Sunday’s 
games.

PANTHERS 58, HAWKS 14
In the first game of the 

afternoon, the Panthers 
grabbed a first  quarter lead 
over the Hawks, 19-5 and 
added another 8 points in 
the second while holding 
the Hawks to only 5 points. 
The Panthers led  27 -10 at 
half.  

The Panthers went on a 
scoring frenzy during the 
third quarter and held a 
strong 43-14 lead going 
into the final quarter.  The 
Hawks were unsuccessful 
in scoring attempts and the 
Panthers added another 15 
points and took the win.

Changing things up a lit-
tle for the Panthers, Dylan 
Blair was high point guy 
with 16 points.  Drew Rog-
ers finished with 11 while 
Karic Mason added 10. 
Kipton Bradford and Jack-
son Rigdon had 6 each.  
Sean Dunn was credited 
for 4 points and Dawson 
Rogers and Landon Nu-
gent each had 2 points.  
Luke Stuck had 1 point.

Brody Bishop led the 
Hawks with 6 points.  Pais-
ley Reed added 3 points  
while Madox Hutchings 
and Carter Wilson each 
scored 2 points. Bradley 
Litteral finished with a sin-
gle free throw.

BEARS 40, EAGLES 9
In the second game of 

the afternoon, the Eagles 
got off to a rough start and 
were unable to connect at 
the basket while the Bears 
put 10 points on the board.  

Scoring improved for 
the Eagles during the sec-
ond quarter with 6 points 
while the Bears added 12 
more.  

In the second half, the 
Bears kept their scoring 
going and led 34-8 at the 
end of the third.  The only 
point scored for the Eagles 
during the fourth was a free 
throw by Landon Gerberd-
ing while the Bears contin-
ued their drive to the bas-
ket and added 6 more in 
taking the win.

Sixth grader Jacob Sta-
ley led the Bears with 10 
points.  Gabriel Roush and 
Austin Pardi each added 8 
to the books.  Parker Sand-
ers had 6. Charlie Ford, 
Aiden Lawson, Ian Theirl  
and Nathan Fonner each 
had a basket.

Carson Throneburg, 
Holden Henderson and 
Nicholas Doughan each 
had a basket for the Eagles.  
Landon Gerberding ended 
with 1 point.

COLTS 49, LIONS 16
The Colts quickly took 

control of the third game 
with a 14 – 2 lead at the 
end of the first.    The Colts 
continued in the second, 
leading 36-4 at halftime.

Scoring settled down 
See CITY LEAGUE, Page 10A

Here to 
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retire.

I’m not just here for insurance. I can also help you look at your retirement 
goals and build a plan for tomorrow. Let’s start today.
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Bloomington, IL1708167.1

Terry Elston, Agent
309 N Main Street
Paris, IL  61944
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Paris takes down TCT 70-34
Lady Tigers avenge last year’s loss to Titans; Sarah Isaf leads all scorers with 25 points
BY JEFF CHAMBERS 
& TIM HENDERSHOT
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

In a highly anticipated 
matchup between two of the 
better girls basketball teams in 
the area, the Paris Lady Tigers 
ran away to a 70-34 victory 
over the Tri-County Lady Ti-
tans on Thursday night, Dec. 
19, at Paris High School.

With the victory, the Lady 
Tigers improve to 11-0 on the 
season, and 3-0 in the Little 
Illini Conference. Tri-County 
moves to 9-3 ahead of action 
in the Charleston Holiday 
Tournament set to begin on 
Thursday.

The Titans came into the 
game ranked 10th in a state 
Class 1A poll and on a three 
game winning streak. TCT  
defeated the Lady Tigers last 
season on their home court 
50-41 on their way to a fourth-
place finish in the IHSA Class 
1A State Tournament. 

Senior Sarah Isaf started the 
fireworks for Paris, hitting all 
three of her shots from behind 

the arc for nine points. Kar-
rington Krabel was the bene-
ficiary of some timely passes 
off of Tri-County turnovers 
adding six as Paris rang up 22 
in the frame.  

The Lady Tigers jumped 
out to a 14-2 lead at the 2:05 
mark of the first quarter forcing 
Tri-County Coach Joe Mor-
rissey to call a timeout. Just 
0:31 later, Morrissey called an-
other timeout as the lead had 
grown to 20-4. As the first horn 
sounded to end the quarter, the 
Tigers held a 22-5 lead.

The Titans were stifled by 
a strong half court defense by 
the Lady Tigers hitting only 
two shots and five points to face 
their biggest deficit of the open-
ing quarter this season at 22-5. 

Tri-County got their of-
fense going a little bit better 
in the second quarter, but the 
Lady Tiger defense still con-
trolled things as they extended 
their lead to 42-14 at the half. 

The Lady Tigers delivered  
the knockout punch on the 
Titans in the third quarter as 

Isaf came out again hitting 
11 of the 26 Paris points. The 
Titans just never got into any 
rhythm scoring only six and 
the Tigers lead ballooned to 
68-20 heading into the final 
eight minutes.  

Morrisey played most of 
his reserves to get them some 
very valuable playing time 
with the game out of reach at 
that point. 

Paris was 20 of 55 overall 
for 36.4 percent and 6 of 13 
from the charity stripe for 
46.2 percent.  Paris turned the 
ball over 21 times, with most 
of them coming in the fourth 
quarter when Coach Dave 
Tingley  cleared his bench.

Sarah Isaf missed just one 
shot all evening on her way 
to a game-high 25 points 
— including a perfect five-
for-five from 3-point range. 
Karrington Krabel added 17 
points to go along with six 
steals while senior point guard 
Jenna Gates netted 14 points 
and collected six assists. Kate-
lyn Littleton finished with 

7 points off of the bench, 
Madyson Rigdon had 4 points 
and five assists. Emma Hen-
derson rounded out the scor-
ing with three.

The Titans went only 14 
of 49 from the field for 28.6 
percent and only 3 of 13 from 
the free throw line for 23.1 
percent.  Turnovers plagued 
Tri-County the entire night 
commtting 24.  Grace Hopper 
led the way with eight points, 
all of them scored in the 
fourth quarter, while Kaylenn 
Hunt added five off the bench 
and the duo of Cailynne Phil-
lips and Bella Dudley had four 
each.  Tayler Barry, the Titans 
leading scorer, was held with-
out a point for the first time 
this season. 

Grace Hopper led the 
Lady Titans in scoring with 
8 points, including the only 
made three-point basket for 
her team. Kaylenn Hunt add-
ed 5 points off of the bench. 
Cailynne Phillips and Bella 
Dudley each had 4, Kaylin 
Williams added 3 and Melia 

Eskew, Izzy Carroll, and Lillie 
Cox each had 2 to round out 
the scoring for the Titans.

In the junior varsity contest, 
Paris was victorious by a score 
of 47-21.

These two teams will match 
up once again at the Charles-
ton Holiday Tournament be-
ginning on Friday. Tri-County 
opens play on Friday morn-
ing at 9 am against Danville, 
followed by Paris squaring 
off against Sacred Heart. Par-
is will then face Danville at 
3 pm on the same day, with 
Tri-County facing Sacred 
Heart immediately after that.

On Saturday, Tri-Coun-
ty and Paris meet in the first 
game of the day at 9 a.m. to 
wrap up pool play. Each team 
will play again on Saturday de-
pending on how they finish in 
their pool. Teams in the other 
pool include Charleston, Cai-
ro, Effingham, and Teutop-
olis. The Tigers already have 
victories over Danville and 
Tri-County who are in their 
pool.

Schools 
reverse 
football 
districts 

Tigers take win over Titans

BY DAN DUNDAS 
& TIM HENDERSHOT
dandundas82@gmail.com

The Paris Tigers picked up a win 
Wednesday, Dec. 18, defeating the Tri 
County Titans 67-49 in a non-confer-
ence contest.

The game was orginally scheduled 
to be played Tuesday but was post-
poned because school was cancelled  
for both schools due to the weather.

The Titans, coming into the game 
on a three game winning streak, put 
forth a solid effort in their road visit 
to Paris, before falling. 

Following a tight first quarter, the 
Tigers slowly pulled away — but not 
without some scoring runs from the 
Titans. 

Paris first year Coach Chase Brin-
kley wanted his players ready for what 
was coming. 

“I’ve known Coach Ferguson a 
long time and worked with him,” 
Brinkley explained. “He’s doing real 
good with these guys. He had them 
ready and they came and smacked us 
in the mouth.” 

The first quarter ended with a foot-
ball like score of 10-6 in favor of the 
Titans. Tri-County managed two 
three pointers from C.J. Eakle and 
Jack Armstrong, while Paris got bas-
kets from Jude Sullivan and Conor 
Breneman.  

The Tigers did not play some of 
their starters at the beginning of the 
game, subbing them in later in the 
half, which may have caused the slow 
scoring start.  

“We’re trying to find guys with a 
little bit of toughness so we can bring 
it to the game plan of what we want 
to do,” Brinkley noted. “Simple things 
we do on a daily basis and they aren’t 
followed through in the game more 
than not.” 

The slow scoring continued into 
the second quarter until Tiger Gar-
rett King went on a 7-0 run of his own 
within a minute, putting the Tigers 
up 15-14 halfway through the quar-
ter. Paris was able to stretch their lead 
with more King baskets, while keep-
ing the Titans off the scoreboard for 
a five minutes. 

Down 25-16 at halftime, Tri-Coun-
ty’s Mitch Pollock came out on fire 
in the third quarter, scoring 18 of his 
game high 22 points in the second 
half and getting the Titans back into 
the game. 

Both teams traded baskets until 
the Tigers led 29-25 when Paris went 

on a 12-2 run thanks to three-point-
ers from Zack Farnham and King. 
Even with a Mason Hutchings three, 
Tri-County worked their way back to 
cu into the Paris lead and trail only  
45-34 heading into the final quarter 
of play. 

The Tigers stretched their lead well 
into double digits. but the Titans 
stormed back with three pointers and 
fast break baskets, forcing a Paris tim-
eout. 

The Tigers got some baskets from 
JR Brinkerhoff down the stretch to 
help seal the game. 

“We talked at halftime about get-
ting the ball down low, and guys don’t 

get it to them unless they are wide 
open,” Brinkley said. “If you can see 
their number, you can get them the 
ball. It’s something we have to do 
more of.” 

Tri-County was 19 of 55 overall 
for 34.5 percent and 5 of 10 from the 
charity stripe for 50 percent.  Turn-
overs plagued the Titans coughing up 
the ball 17 times. Mitch Pollock led 
the way with 22 points while CJ Eakle 
added 10 points in the loss.

Paris was 26 of 76 overall for 34.2 
percent and 10 of 17 from the free 
throw line for 58.8 percent.  The Ti-
gers did well handling the ball only 

Adonna Bennett/The Prairie Press

Paris Tiger JR Brinkerhoff (55) tries to prevent Tri-County’s Mitch Pollock (10) 
from passing to a teammate during Wednesday’s non-conference basketball game 
at Paris High School.

King, Sullivan lead Paris; 
TCT’s Pollock nets 22 points

See TIGERS, Page 10A

BY JEFF CHAMBERS
prairiepresssports@gmail.com

Almost exactly one year 
to the day that the Illinois 
High School Association 
approved district play in 
high school football, the 
proposal was reversed.

Voting took place 
throughout the first two 
weeks of December this 
year in hopes enough 
schools had time to digest 
exactly what would hap-
pen if this proposal had 
been allowed to stand.

Here are just a few 
things that would have 
happened if this proposal 
had not been reversed.

The IHSA would have 
been in charge of sched-
uling seven regular season 
games with teams that 
are similar in size to Par-
is. Schools would then be 
responsible for schedul-
ing two “open dates” with 
teams of their choosing. 

Conferences as we now 
know them would cease to 
exist. There would be no 
more Little Illini Confer-
ence. No more matchups 
with familiar foes like Mar-
shall, Casey, Robinson, 
and Newton.

The closest district 
game that the Tigers 
would play- based on their 
2019 enrollment would 
be against Tolono-Unity. 
The farthest would be Ma-
comb and Quincy (Notre 
Dame) which is more than 
three hours from home.

Only the seven games 
played against district foes 
would count towards qual-
ifying for the playoffs, with 
the top four teams in each 
of the eight-team districts 
making the postseason.

With the original pro-
posal passing by a mere 17 
votes — out of 700 total 
votes — a grassroots effort 
began almost immediately 
to overturn this decision.

Coaches from schools 
like Paris — and including 

See FOOTBALL, Page 10A
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FRISSE & BREWSTER LAW OFFICES
NOTICE OF CLOSING &

CLIENT FILE AVAILABILITY

Frisse & Brewster Law Offices will cease doing business on December 31, 2019.  
No new legal engagements are being accepted.   Our only work at this time is 
reviewing and, where requested, transferring client files.  

Under Illinois Law, we have a duty to maintain, in complete confidence, our cop-
ies of many client records for seven (7) years.   Over 20 plus years of practice 
produces well over a thousand files.   Answering questions and processing the 
files takes time.  We appreciate your patience.  

We will NOT have full time telephone reception or office hours starting January 
1, 2020.  Please email us at info@frisselaw.com or leave a voicemail at 217-465-
1234.  These stored messages will be reviewed at least weekly. 

BECAUSE OF THE NUMBER OF FILES INVOLVED, transfers need to be arranged 
for, directions given in writing, and done on a scheduled basis.  DROPPING BY 
THE OFFICE WITHOUT PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS WON’T WORK.

As new “Pick up” hours are arranged, we’ll post the details on our website as 
they develop.  Check it out periodically as the messages will change.  https://
frissebrewsterlaw.com/

NO FILE DOCUMENTS CAN BE TRANSFERRED, TO YOU, A FAMILY MEMBER OR 
A NEW LAWYER, without SIGNED, WRITTEN AUTHORIZATION on particular 
forms, which we or your new attorney can supply.  We have sent to many, and 
can send to others requesting, a more complete explanation of File Rights and 
related subjects.  

In most cases, we did not retain original documents – those were given to 
you.  Most of our file contents are copies of things the clients supplied to us, or 
we prepared to them.  In the unlikely event our review finds originals, we’ll reach 
out to you for direction.    

IF YOU WERE A CLIENT IN THE YEARS SINCE January 1, 2013 and think we 
have a file concerning our work for you please contact info@frisselaw.com.   You 
may also call the office that served you (PARIS 217-465-1234; TERRE HAUTE 
812-234-2777).  After January 1, these sources will be checked periodically but 
not daily.

IF YOU WERE A CLIENT MORE THAN SEVEN (7) YEARS AGO and not since, 
it is likely your file was safely and confidentially destroyed.  But if you want to 
have us check, please contact us at info@frisselaw.com.  

IF WE HOLD YOUR LAST WILL in our lock box, please contact our office.  We’re 
trying to reach you, so it can be returned.  We will schedule times for pick-up.

INDIANA CLIENTS should monitor the website.  Separate arrangements for 
transfer of file materials relating to clients serviced out of our Terre Haute, 
Indiana office are being made and will be posted on the website.  

Under some circumstances file materials can be shipped.  Absent separate 
arrangements, they will be sent via USPS, uninsured with no special handling.  
We recommend actual pick-up.   

 

1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/31/2019. Offer valid on initial visit only. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window, get the next one (1) at 40% off and 12 months 
$0 money down, $0 monthly payments, $0 interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or patio doors between 6/15/2019 and 12/31/2019. 40% off windows and patio doors are 
less than or equal to lowest cost window or patio door in the project. Subject to credit approval. Interest is billed during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase 
amount is paid before the expiration of the promotional period. Financing for GreenSky® consumer loan programs is provided by federally insured, federal and state chartered financial 
institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, gender or familial status. Available only at participating locations. See your local Renewal by Andersen location for 
details. Los Angeles License #992285. Orange County License #990416. MHIC #121441. VA License #2705155684. DC License #420215000125. License MN: BC130983/WI:266951. Excludes 
MN insurance work per MSA 325E.66. Other license numbers available on request. Some Renewal by Andersen locations are independently owned and operated. For J.D. Power 2018 
award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. “ENERGY STAR” is a registered trademark of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where 
denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. © 2019 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved. rba12091 *Using U.S. and imported parts.
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SpecialsSpecials

Homemade Vegetable Beef and Chili
Pick up a Cup, Bowl or Quart!

(217) 465-5812 • 309 W. Jasper St.  Paris, IL 

Grilled Tenderloin,Grilled Tenderloin,
ChipsChips & Drink   & Drink  $6.50

Footlong  Footlong  $2.00
Specials start Sunday

We will be closed Christmas Eve & DayWe will be closed Christmas Eve & Day

(217) 463-3911
112 N Main St  • Paris, IL

We’ve 
got your 

colors

Dalbey Designs

Edgar County’s
Fan Headquarters!

723 E. Crawford St.  Paris, IL

 (217) 463-500 (217) 463-500

ALIGNMENTS • AUTO GLASS   
• MECHANICAL REPAIR

Monday-Friday  7 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Saturdays  8 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Precision Tires Plus is 
NOW OFFERING 

Diesel repairs.
We offer 30 year experience on diesels.

See us for all your 
Tire & Auto needs

CITY LEAGUE
FROM PAGE 9A

committing six turn-
overs.  

Garrett King finished 
with 17 points while Jude 
Sullivan added 10 and the 
duo of JR Brinkerhoff and 
Mason Hutchings had 9 
points each in the win.

“We need to slow 
ourselves down. When 
they score, we feel like 
we need to get back and 
get a basket right away, 
and instead we had some 
rushed threes, and easy 
layups go missing,” Brin-
kley concluded.

TIGERS
FROM PAGE 9A

somewhat in the third and the 
Colts added 9 to the board and 
the Lions chalked up 6 more 
points. During the final quarter 
the Colts added only 4 points 
to the board while the Lions 
put on 6 but the Colts domi-
nated 49 – 16.

Colten Cornwell led the 
Colts with 12.  Right behind 
was Drake Thompson with 

10 and Mason Byrnes with 
8.  Braylen Mills had 6 for the 
afternoon.  Dylan Flores and 
Owen Jones each had 4.  Rick-
ie White finished with 3 and 
Gage Wright had a bucket.

The Lions were led by Eli 
Brinkerhoff with his 8 points.  
John Heelan had 4 and Mack 
Kuglin and Kilee Edwards each 
had 2.

TIGERS 42, CARDINALS 30
The most competitive game 

FOOTBALL
FROM PAGE 9A

Paris — began reaching out 
to schools who either did not 
vote last year, or voted for dis-

tricts in order to sway those 
on the fence to reconsider. 
The hard work paid off as the 
proposal was voted down by 
a 349-328 margin, with 24 
schools deciding not to vote.

One of the happiest people 
in Paris is head football coach 
Jeremy Clodfelter. “I think 
we as a school, as a program, 
and as a community should 
be very pleased with the out-
come.” He added, “This keeps 
conference football intact, as 
well as great rivalries. It also 
provides the opportunity for 
our spectacular fan-base to 
see us more often, whether at 
home or on the road.”

While things do not always 
work out in the “little guy’s” 
benefit, the reversal of this 
proposal means that Friday 
nights around central Illinois 
will remain status quo for at 
least the foreseeable future.  

Illini vs. Mizzou set
SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

ST. LOUIS — Illinois and 
Missouri are set to square off in 
St. Louis on Saturday, marking 
the 39th time the two teams 
will meet in this border rivalry. 

Just ask anyone associat-
ed with Illinois or Missouri 
hoops, the biggest game of the 
year for both is when they play 
each other. The bitter rivals 
who will meet today at the En-
terprise Center have had differ-
ing seasons.

Don’t let the stats fool you 
though. Just like any other ri-
valry, stats and records go out 
the window for this game.

For Illinois, they are look-
ing to finish off a December 
schedule of major conference 
teams with a 2-2 record with  
a win against the Tigers. After 
letting games against Miami 
and Maryland slip away, the 
Illini bounced back with a top-
five win over Michigan and are 
looking to add another quality 
win to their resume.

The same cannot be said 
about Mizzou necessarily 
though. The Tigers have not 
lived up to expectations so 
far coming into this weekend 
with a 6-4 record. Their De-
cember has been significantly 
easier than that of their border 
rival but they are still 2-1 in 
the month with a bad loss to 
sub-.500 Big South member 
Charleston Southern.

Each of these teams has 
guards that can change the 
outcome of the game within a 
matter of minutes. The key will 
be which star group can make 
the right plays to give their 
team the upper hand.

For Missouri, the Tigers are 
led by the aforementioned Illi-
nois transfer Mark Smith. The 
leading scorer on the team at 
12.9 ppg., Smith has been the 
go-to-guy so far this season. 
Along with leading the team 
in points, Smith is also leading 
the team in rebounds while 
shooting 40.9% from three.

Another guard, Dru Smith, 
is the second of the two lead 
guards for the Tigers. Smith 
makes up the only other scor-
er that averages double digits 
with 10.8 ppg. He is Missou-
ri’s leading assister with 4.2 

apg and is making his free 
throws at a 90% clip. These two 
guards will have a big task on 
their hand when matching up 
against three stellar guards for 
Illinois though.

The three-headed monster 
of the Illini consists of Andres 
Feliz, Ayo Dosunmu and Trent 
Frazier. These three guards 
make up three of Illinois’ four 
scorers that average double 
digits and are the top three as-
sisters on the team.

Dosunmu is seen as the best, 
so good that he is a projected 
first-round pick in next year’s 
NBA Draft. Both Feliz and Fra-
zier have their roles though, Feliz 
as a floor general and Frazier as a 
knockdown shooter. Together, 
these three combine to cover all 
the aspects needed in guard play 
in major college basketball.

If Mizzou is able to slow 
down all three of these guards 
then they will have a good 
chance to pull off the Braggin’ 
Rights win. If not, the Tigers’ 
chances drop dramatically as 
there is just too much talent on 
this Illini team to not play great 
defense.

Both of these teams will 
have their own differing chal-
lenges when it comes to how to 
defend without fouling.

For Illinois, the key will be 
to keep Kofi Cockburn and Gi-
orgi Bezhanishvili out of foul 
trouble. Even though Mizzou 
lacks a true low post presence, 
their guards are quick enough 
to fly by either big man if they 
get caught out near the arch. 

Mizzou is the opposite. Al-
though their guards are quick, 
they will have the tough chal-

lenge of facing arguably the 
best three guard set in the 
country. Keeping them in front 
and not allowing them to get 
to the basket will be the big-
gest key in the guard-on-guard 
matchup.

All season long Cockburn 
has been an intimidating pres-
ence to anyone who comes his 
way and it’s not likely to change 
this weekend. 

Foul trouble can be a kill-
er when it comes to a team’s 
chances to win. Mizzou must 
stay out of foul trouble in order 
to even have a chance at pulling 
out the Braggin’ Rights victory. 
If the Illini struggle with fouls, 
they are able to switch Gior-
gi and Kofi at the five spot to 
lengthen their ability.

Rebounding will decide 
the game.

It’s long been known that 
if a team can rebound effi-
ciently then the probability 
of them winning increases 
substantially. This game is no 
different.

Illinois has a monster on 
the glass in the form of Kofi 
Cockburn who is averaging 
10.5 of them a game. That is 
over double the amount of 
Mizzou’s leading rebounder 
in Mark Smith. Just a look at 
this stat would make the av-
erage fan give an edge to the 
Illini just because of the im-
portance of rebounds.

This doesn’t even include 
the 5.9 rpg from guard An-
dres Feliz and the 5.7 rpg from 
Giorgi Bezhanishvili. Behind 
these three, the Illini have 
climbed to the 14th best re-
bounding team in the nation.

Special to The Prairie Press

Rebounding will be key in today’s Braggin’ Rights game between 
Illinois and Missouri. Kofi Cockburn of Illinois is a force to be 
reckoned with on the boards.

of the afternoon was the 
last one  Although the score 
might not truly reflect the 
competition, the game 
became interesting in the 
fourth quarter when the 
Cardinals decided to press 
and pumped in some unan-
swered scoring.  

The first quarter that fair-
ly close and at the end of 
the quarter, the Tigers held 
a slim 8-4 lead.  It was the 
second quarter when the 
Tigers gained a more com-
fortable lead primarily due 
to the help of Gage Woolum 
who put in 12 points and 
gave the Tigers a 24-7 lead.  

After half the Cardinals 
returned working hard to 
scoring 11 points — but 
the Tigers answered with 8 
and now led 32-18.  For the 
first half of the fourththe 
Cardinals looked as though 
they were going  to get back 
in the game.  The Cardinals 
had to start fouling and the 
Tigers hit 8 of their 16 shots 
icing the game.

Gage Woolum led the 
Tigers with 12 points and 
Ty King finished with 11.  
Brayden Rogers had 7 and 
Logan Dick pumped in 3 
buckets for 6.  Brody Whita-
ker finished the scoring 
with 4 points.

Carter Eastham finished 
the afternoon with 8 points 
for the Cardinals while Car-
ter Crippes had 7.  Dylan 
Lucas had 6 and Bella 
Moreschi finished with 4.  
Aiden Means added a free 
throw and a bucket for 3.

REUSE
the news
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ANNUAL GINGERBREAD CONTEST BRINGS THE HEAT

Special to The Prairie Press

The grand prize winner for the 27th annual National Gingerbread House Competition was this artistic rendering of “The Wa-
tering Hole” depicting a bar frequented by all sorts of animals including an alligator, left, enjoying a drink while swinging in a 
hammock. The winner was Gail Oliver of Johnson City, Tenn.

As the year winds down 
we’re closing out the Inter-
national Year of the Periodic 
Table.  

This year marks the 150th 
anniversary of that classic 
table found in every high 
school chemistry room. It’s a 
rectangle looking like a castle 
with towers on each side. It 
completely describes basic 
chemistry. Those seven rows 
and 18 columns tell the story 
of matter and chemical reac-
tions. There are 118 elements 
today, but only 92 are natural. 
The other 26 are man-made 
lasting only seconds. 

A Greek natural philosopher 
(scientist) predating Socrates 
wrote eloquently in 500 B.C. 
about the four elements of the 
ancients being Earth, Air, Fire 
and Water. This classic break-
down of matter lasted until 
the scientific revolution of the 
1600s when alchemists started 
their quest to break matter 
down into simpler and simpler 
materials. They realized most 
matter is a combination of 
simpler materials but there are 
fundamental elements they are 
all built from.

By 1700, those early chem-
ists only identified 12 elements 
but by 1869 the number had 
grown to 63 elements. A 
growing number of recognized 
elements as science advanced 
required a way to organize 

them. Alphabetical order 
didn’t work.

The breakthrough is cred-
ited to Demetri Mendeleev, a 
Siberian-born scientist work-
ing in St. Petersburg, Russia. 
He finished his doctorate in 
1865 and began teaching the 
general chemistry course but 
needed a textbook. He started 
writing his own and when 
trying to explain the 63 base 
elements struggled with how 
to categorize them. 

Mendeleev put them in 
order using the mass of each. 
It was the atomic mass we 
learn in science classes. The 
properties lined up at first but 
he soon ran into problems 
like argon gas and potassium 
metal. Potassium comes first 
by mass but the properties of 
argon fits perfectly with neon 
and potassium and should line 
up with sodium. Mendeleev 
made the decision to organize 
by properties and line them up 
in rows and columns.

When he came to an 
element where properties 
repeated he started a new row. 
His first attempt had the 63 
elements lined up in 8 rows 
of 8 elements but when it 
didn’t work he split the table 
adding 10 extra columns in 
the middle. His table now 
had 18 columns starting with 
2 columns on the left, 10 in 
the middle and 6 on the right 

side. After the 18 columns, he 
added a new row. Everything 
matched almost perfectly. In 

a few places, 
Mendeleev 
had to skip 
over a col-
umn to keep 
the chemical 
properties 
lined up. 

He left 
holes in the 
original table 
but predicted 
someday 

those elements would be 
discovered. Examples include 
gaps he called eka-boron 
and eka-aluminum, lining up 
under the known element.  It 
wasn’t long before gallium 
was discovered to fill the hole 
under aluminum. It matched 
perfectly. 

Using a scientific hypothesis 
to make predictions then test 
for the predicted outcome 
is one of the strongest tests 
possible. This success gave 
him immediate recognition 
throughout the scientific 
community. His periodic table 
became the default organiza-
tion used everywhere. 

The Periodic Law states the 
elements, when listed in order 
of their atomic numbers (orig-
inally, atomic weights), fall into 
recurring groups, so elements 
with similar properties occur 

at regular intervals.
It was the English physicist 

Henry Mosely who recognized 
the sequence is really based on 
atomic number or the number 
of protons in the nucleus, 
which increased by one across 
the chart. To remain neutral, 
there has to be a matching 
number or electrons for each 
element and that is where the 
chemistry comes from. After 
the table was laid out, chemists 
started finding how profound 
the patterns really are. 

Each column has the same 
properties and chemistry 
because they have the same 
electron configuration around 
the nucleus. Electrons orbit 
the nucleus in shells. Each 
row has another layer out 
but the same set of orbitals. 
Those shells contain different 
shaped orbitals referring to 
the geometry. Starting with 
the S orbital there is room for 
2 electrons, the P can hold 6, 
and D orbitals will support 10 
electrons. Look at the columns 
in the table there are 2 on the 
left, 6 on the right and 10 in 
the middle, which exactly 
matches the electrons cloud 
around each element.

That’s only the beginning. 
Size changes from top to 
bottom as the atoms add 
layers of electrons, but gets 
smaller from left to right. Even 
with electrons the central 

nucleus adds protons and the 
extra positive charge pulls the 
electrons in closer. After a shell 
is full, the element starts filling 
electrons in the next shell and 
those elements are placed in 
a row down in the table. The 
fourth row called the fourth 
period has four layers of elec-
tron orbits. 

The pull of the nucleus 
on the electrons and how 
nearly full a shell is creates the 
electron affinity of an atom. 
Atoms strive for full shells to 
achieve balance. The affinity 
is how great the attraction is 
for extra electrons. An atom 
with less than a full shell tries 
to grab extra electrons. It can 
steal one but more often it will 
share with another atom so 
both achieve full shells. This is 
the basis of chemical bonding. 
Note oxygen is two columns 
from the end because its short 
two electrons. Hydrogen on 
the left is in column one with 
a single electron. Oxygen will 
share with two hydrogens each 
loaning one electron and the 
result is H2O, or water. It is 
a molecule sharing electrons 
so all atoms have full shells. 
Chemists use the table to 
predict bonding. 

The creation of semi-con-
ductors by doping was based 
on chemists observing 
elements like silicon, gallium 
and arsenic are about half 

full of electrons, so they can 
blend and create the electron 
holes to control current in a 
chip. It is not just bonding but 
also boiling points, reactivity, 
conductivity, malleability and 
every other property the table 
can explain. 

Chemistry explains the 
world of matter and Eric 
Jakobsson, a biochemistry pro-
fessor emeritus at the Universi-
ty of Illinois, points out that all 
chemistry can be gleaned from 
the table.

Before there was a woman 
screaming at a cat, the first 
viral meme was Chemistry Cat 
who shared his wisdom across 
the Internet. He has insights 
such as, “Cats are made of 
Iron, Lithium and Neon 
(FeLiNe).” Another was what 
to do with a sick chemist, “If 
you can’t Helium or Curium; 
then you’re going to have to 
Barium.” 

OK, Chemistry Cat tries 
jokes but he realizes all the 
good ones Argon. At least he 
finds comfort during the holi-
days by lapping hot chocolate 
milk by his Chemis-Tree.

(Terry Sullivan’s fascination 
with science started as a child 
watching Carl Sagan’s “Cosmos” 
and James Burke’s “Connections” 
on PBS. He is the technology 
and curriculum director for the 
Shiloh School District. Email 
him at sullivant@shiloh1.us)

Celebrating the International Year of the Periodic Table

TERRY
SULLIVAN
ARMCHAIR 
SCIENCE

Santa landed on the 
roof cussing all the way. 
“3#$!**&  it Dasher, 
Dancer, 
Prancer, 
Vixen, 
Comet, 
Cupid and 
Rudolph; 
I don’t 
know why 
the %$##+ 
you have 
to land so 
hard.”

By 
and by, Santa, after having 
cursed the reindeers, most 
particularly Rudolph 
(something to do with his 
wattage), dismounted from 
his sled, stomped over to 
the chimney, tossed his bag 
and climbed down.

His disposition did not 
improve when he saw the 
plate of cookies and the big 
glass of milk we had set for 
him. 

“@@#!$  of a %***#!,” 
he roared. “I need some 
spiked eggnog.”

When Santa was done, 
he put his finger to his nose 
and ascended the chimney. 
He leaped into his sled, 
and off they went; headed 
for Chicago, the folks at 
NORAD reported.

Once, Santa left in his 
wake an unassembled 
bicycle. My dad faced the 
task of putting it together. 
He followed the instruc-
tions – likely, prepared by 
a sadistic engineer – at first 
cheerfully.

Our home, built in 
1876, drafty and resting on 
river rock, was a creature 
of uneven floors. It creaked 
and groaned at night. The 
second floor, originally an 
attic, was populated by a 
rolling, wide-planked floor.

Heat – what little there 
was of it – perked through 
open registers carved in 
the floor. The temperature 
upstairs hovered around 
freezing in winter, which 
necessitated the ample use 
of covers.

Mother used a flatiron 
on the sheets before tuck-
ing us into bed. It shook off 
the cold, generally, until we 
had fallen to sleep. Getting 
out of bed in the middle of 
the night risked frostbite.

But, we were not de-
terred on Christmas Eve. 
We had our doubts about 
Santa, but understood he 
did not assemble bicycles 
and other gifts that did not 
fit down the chimney.

We knew as much about 
sex as we did about Santa. 

Christmas 
oaths color 
the season

HARRY 
REYNOLDS
ANOTHER 
LOOK

See REYNOLDS, Page 2B

Grover was a prosperous 
small town back in the early 
’60s, population 450.  

Lo-
cated in 
southern 
Illinois, it 
originated 
as a coal 
mining 
center, 
but grew 
into an 
elevator 
town sur-
rounded 

by fertile river bottomland. 
Grover boasted good 
schools, a thriving bank, 
several business firms and 
some educated, first-rate 
citizens.  

The town carefully man-
aged a budget. There was 
a well-equipped volunteer 
fire department, but no 
funds available for a police 
station. Instead of police, 
they hired a city watchman 
called a constable.  

For criminal matters, 
the dependable county 
sheriff and his one deputy 
were called.  Not much law 
enforcement was needed 
in Grover. It helped that 
a state trooper resided in 
town.

The constable’s name 
was Abbott. He was 
middle-aged, friendly and 
much appreciated. His 
main duty was to patrol the 
town at night with a protec-
tive eye toward vandalism 
or burglary. In particular, 
he checked all the business 
firms for locked doors. If 
any residents left home for 
vacation, they asked him to 
check their doors, which he 
gladly did.  

Abbott carried a 
holstered revolver and 
provided his own auto-
mobile, which sported a 
red light on top. The light 
seldom flashed, but came 
in handy at fender benders 
or parades.

Some of the locals joked 
about Abbott referring to 
him as Grover’s Barney 
Fife. A few of the high 
school teens took pleasure 
in playing pranks. They 
might call and report a loud 
muffler or squealing tires 
in one end on weekend 
nights. He scampered to 
check it out, only to receive 
another call claiming the 
offender was actually in 
the opposite end of town. 
Sometimes they reported 

The great 
tractor 
chase of 
Grover

See CODGER, Page 2B
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Sweet holiday competition
It all began in 1992 when a small 

group of gingerbread houses were 
built by community members in 1992 
as another way to 
celebrate the holiday 
season. There were 
no plans to continue 
the competition the 
following year. 

There was no 
possible way to know 
that more than two 
decades later, The 
Omni Grove Park Inn 
National Gingerbread 
House Competition™ 
in Asheville, N.C., would be one of the 
nation's most celebrated and competi-
tive holiday events.

I’m a frequently visitor to Asheville 
because one of my best friends, Kathy 
Ziprik, makes her home just outside 
the community. She lives in Hender-
son County in a quiet subdivision. 
Looking out her sunroom windows or 
when standing in the backyard while 
her four dogs run and play, I can see 
the mountains.

When I visit, Kathy makes sure 
I never miss what’s going on in the 
communities that surround Asheville. 
We visit Black Mountain where the 
Manual Weavers are located. There are 
several wonderful boutiques and gift 
shops throughout the area including 
in Brevard and Hendersonville. I’ve 
visited the Biltmore Estate on several 
occasions — including the great gift 
shops there and always bring back 
bottles of their dressings.

For those who have never been to 
Asheville, it’s a beautiful and booming 
place. I’m hoping the growth doesn’t 
change its charm and what it has to 
offer. That remains to be seen. As we 
drove on Interstate 26 and Route 40 
on our days out, there were hundreds 

of trees being taken out because the 
interstate and Route 40 are expanding. 

Don and I were at the Grove Park 
Inn after our move to the South where 
he played golf with his best friend 
from childhood, Mike Henry. It is a 
resort in every sense of the word with 
great on-site shopping, restaurants, a 
pool and a spa.

For my 65th birthday this year, 
Kathy planned a special outing for us. 
We visited the historic Grove Park Inn 
to see the winners and all the entries 
in the 27th annual gingerbread house 
competition. We made a day of it with 
another friend, Cheryl Reisman.

There are four categories in the 
competition — adult, teen, youth and 
child. A grand prize winner is named 
as well as first, second and third in 
each of the categories. The top 10 
works are all exhibited together while 

the remaining entries are each dis-
played throughout the halls of the inn.

This is the 27th year for the event 
and it draws visitors from everywhere 
— by the bus full. 

The gingerbread display has grown 
in more than just entries. It has be-
come a true family holiday tradition. 
From the very young to the young 
at heart, the reaction to this magical 
experience is the same — one of won-
der, awe and delight. 

This year there were 226 edible 
structures from throughout the United 
States and Canada. 

There are some rules: Kids can't 
sculpt with melted sugar — it's too 
dangerous — but teen and adult 
competitors can. And new this year in 
the rule book: Each entry may have 
no more than 40 percent mechanically 

NANCY
ZEMAN
LIVING IN 
EDGAR COUNTY

See ZEMAN, Page 2B

Special to The Prairie Press

This depiction of a Christmas festival complete with Santa, hot chocolate and dec-
orations won the teen category of the National Gingerbread House Competition.
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It was all a matter of infor-
mation, mostly faulty. We 
heard a lot of rumors and 
speculations on the school 
playground.

We remained in bed until 
we heard Dad getting mad. 
A man of ferocious temper, a 
child of the Great Depression, 
a hardened railroader, a man 
mathematically gifted; yet 
buffaloed by directions.

We gathered around the 
register and listened to Dad 
rage. He was a profound 
dispenser of obscenities. In all 
my 76 years, I have yet to hear 
a new cuss word. In desper-
ation, I have scanned the 
Internet and ventured into the 
seediest bars in my search.

The way I figure it, if I 
could find a new cussword, I 
would be held in high esteem 
by my peers. ###%!, I might 
even run for president. People 
like cuss words. We might as 

well admit it.
Preachers, I suspect, are as 

guilty as the rest of us; though 
they do it mostly in private, 
human nature being what it 
is. Why, I have even heard my 
dog cuss. Doubt me? When 
Rover whines and ventures 
mild growls, readers might 
consider it?

Dad finished his task at last 
and his dark mood cleared. A 
bit of eggnog, a few cookies, 
and he was a new man. We 
even heard him sing, “We 
three kings of orient are, puff-
ing on a rubber cigar. It was 
loaded, it exploded BANG!”

Being a good dad is as 
much about assembling a bike 
as saying an, “I love you.” 

(Harry Reynolds is a retired 
editor and columnist from the 
Mattoon Journal Gazette and 
Charleston Time-Courier. He 
now writes columns for the fun 
of it, in which he offers a differ-
ent look at life and aging. Email 
him at reynoldsharry1943@
gmail.com)
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a drunk carrying a bottle of 
bourbon and staggering at a 
high school basketball game. 
Poor Abbott spent half an 
hour gliding around the prem-
ises looking for the guy with 
no success.

There was one night, 
however, when an actual 
criminal act was reported. A 
tractor was stolen at the J. D. 
Pickett farm, which bordered 
Grover’s east boundary.  It was 
a large farm, maybe 500 acres, 
with beautiful fences and 
attractive barns.  Many locals 
called it the John Deere Farm 
because Pickett only handled 
John Deere equipment.  New 
tractors, combines, tillage im-
plements and hay equipment 
were brought there every year 
by the parent company for 
Pickett’s use. Engineers were 

CODGER
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frequent visitors, carrying 
notebooks and clipboards, 
keeping stats on new models. 
Thus, Pickett received the loan 
of ag machinery for company 
research, in essence a proving 
ground.

On this particular night, 
someone swiped a large two-
year-old Model 70 tractor for 
an apparent joy ride. It was 
heard making the distinc-
tive putt-putt noise as it was 
moving through a pasture. 
Abbott radioed the sheriff’s 
department for assistance, 
then showed up at the farm.  

Pickett jumped in Abbott’s 
car.  They gave chase, mostly 
on the farm, occasionally 
on a road. The tractor driver 
seemed to know the area, 
which gave him an advantage.  
Pickett also knew the area, 
but there were places that a 
car couldn’t negotiate.  There 
was no moonlight, and some 
terrain was muddy because of 
a recent rain.

Abbott heard the tractor 
and offered chase in the dark, 
then stopped and listened 
and tried again. The tractor 
driver made clever use of gates 
and slick terrain, sometimes 
crossing ditches.  

In a matter of minutes, 
Smitty, Grover’s state cop 
joined the chase, as did two 
other squad cars, Sheriff 
Conrad’s and Deputy Eldon’s. 
Of course, they chattered 
constantly on their radios.

The tractor made several 
turns. The chasers at times 
appeared to draw close, only 
to hear the putt-putt fade 
away every time. Smitty’s car 

sank hub-deep into a mud-
dy area, hopelessly mired. 
Sheriff Conrad gave him a lift. 
Deputy Eldon drove into herd 
of spooked black steers. His 
car struck a steer, killing the 
animal and denting his auto’s 
grill and hood.  

At one stage, the tractor 
briefly left the farm property 
and entered a cemetery at the 
edge of town, sticking to a nar-
row lane.  Abbott gunned his 
car, approached within a rock 
throw of the tractor, but spun 
out on cinders and smacked 
into a tombstone, bending a 
bumper.  

He and Pickett managed a 
glimpse of the driver in their 
headlights. He was mostly a 
silhouette, but appeared very 
young, like maybe 12 to 16 
years old.  In no time at all, 
the tractor turned back into a 
pasture gate and began more 
maneuvers. Meanwhile the 
sheriff ’s car ran over some 
tangled rusty barbed wire, 
which wrapped around the 
drive shaft and made a terrible 
racket, causing that vehicle to 
withdraw from the chase.

Pursuit lasted for another 
20 minutes. The tractor was 
finally located in a feedlot, 
dirty, but undamaged. A 
careful examination plus 
numerous interviews revealed 
absolutely no clues as to the 
thief ’s identity. It remains a 
much laughed at recollection 
to this day.

(Allen “Big Al” Englebright is 
a retired schoolteacher and story-
teller. Contact him at The Prairie 
Press, 101 N. Main, Paris, Ill., 
61944.)

produced parts, including 
machine designed, 3D printed 
and laser cut components.

As the event grew, so did 
the caliber of judges and 
competitors. The panel of 
judges represents nationally 
renowned food, arts and 
media professionals. The level 
of competition has attracted 
the highest quality of design, 
artistry and pastry expertise. 
The competition has merited 
broadcast coverage by ABC's 
Good Morning America, the 
Travel Channel and the Food 
Network.

The judges take their work 
seriously, carefully giving every 
entry the once over — includ-
ing using small flashlights to 
see if there are any flaws in the 
structure.

Competitors use power 
tools, moving mechanical 
parts, melted sugar and a 
whole lot of creativity to cook 
up some truly epic designs.

While the contest requires 
every piece of the entry must 
be edible, as one teenager 
entrant noted, "It has to be 
100 percent edible, but 100 
percent edible doesn’t mean it 
tastes good."

Grier Rubeling, from Cary, 
N. C., prefers power tools 
when creating her master-
piece. She owns a consulting 
firm for financial advisers and 
also has a DIY blog where she 
showcases her woodworking 
skills and shares recipes for 
edible plastic and glue.

The market for construc-
tion-grade gingerbread is so 
small as to be relatively nonex-
istent, which helps breed inno-
vation among the competitive 
gingerbread circuit.

"If I were to create a boat, 
I could go to Lowe's and buy 
what I need, but in this case I 
have to create my building ma-
terials myself," Rubeling said.  

That's in part because many 
of these edible materials aren't 
meant to be eaten at all, like 
the unappetizing-sounding 
gingerbread dead dough and 
oven plywood.  Those recipes 
were made to beat humidity, 
the chief enemy of gingerbread 
houses, as well as gravity. It 
takes a scientific mind to battle 
those forces of nature. 

This year’s winner was 
“The Watering Hole,” made 
by Gail Oliver from Johnson 
City, Tenn. While she had 
entered several times before 
and even placed in the top 
10, this was her first win. The 
entry — carefully placed 
behind glass in a place of 
honor — includes edible 
animals including an alligator 
swinging in a hammock. 

In the teen competition, 
the winner — for the sixth 
consecutive year — was 
the students in the German 
program at Courtland High 
School in Spotsylvania, Va. 

One of my favorites was in 
the youth category for artists 
ages 9-12. It was created by 
Anderson Adams of Raleigh, 
N.C. The design is Adams’ 

interpretation of Joseph 
and the coat of many colors, 
standing alongside a blonde 
and familiar looking — I 
think it’s Dolly Parton — 
seated next to a guitar. That’s 
my interpretation, of course, 
but Parton fans will remem-
ber she has a song “The Coat 
of Many Colors.”

The gingerbread creations 
are on display through Jan. 4. 
If visiting anywhere close to 
Asheville, it’s certainly worth 
the trip.

One last note. Since its 
inception in 2013, the Omni 
Grove Park Inn has contrib-
uted more than $430,000 
to not-for-profit partners 
in Western North Carolina 
through the Holiday Parking 
Program. A minimum $25 
parking charge is in effect for 
all drive-on guests. Half of 
each parking charge collect-
ed during holiday season is 
returned to the community 
in support of various local 
not-for-profits. 

(Nancy Zeman is the 
publisher and part-owner of 
The Prairie Press. Email her at 
nzeman@ prairiepress.net.)

Special to The Prairie Press

The Coat of Many Colors won the youth division of the National 
Gingerbread House contest, featuring Joseph from the Bible 
and Dolly Parton wearing her coat of many colors made by her 
mother.
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TOPS #IL 1563 met 
Thursday, Dec. 12

Club members recog-
nized were: Lynn Moody, 
TOPS weekly best loser; 
Barbara Dick and Jill Hoff-
man tied for KOPS best 
loser and Dick also won 
the walking drawing; Jan-
et Embry best walker; and 
Ruth Ann Knight won the 
food chart drawing.  

The group logged 29 
miles of walking since the 
last meeting.

The program was the 
club’s Christmas party at 
the Lutheran Village meet-
ing room.  Good food and 
nice gifts were shared

TOPS #IL 1563 meets 
every Thursday at the 
Highland Manor Com-
munity Room, Paris, with 
weigh-ins beginning at 8 
a.m. and the meeting start-
ing at 9 a.m. Visitors and 
new members are always 
welcome and more infor-
mation is available by call-
ing 251-5190.

TOPS 
group 
meet in 
December

GOT NEWS?
Call Nancy & Gary!
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On Dec. 14, 1944, Ameri-
can GIs stationed in the Bel-
gian-German border town of 
Bastogne were in a jolly holiday 
mood. Hollywood star Mar-
lene Dietrich was in town on 
a USO tour performing songs 
for a crowd of fresh-faced new 
arrivals and war-worn infantry 
on much needed R&R. 

It was six months after the 
D-Day invasion at Normandy 
and the Allies had reason to 
celebrate. The Americans and 
British had chased the Nazis 
out of France and the Russian 
army was quickly closing in 
from the East. The surrender 
of the German menace was in 
sight. 

But that’s not how Adolf 
Hitler saw it. 

The Nazi leader, paranoid 
and agitated after a failed as-
sassination attempt by the Op-
eration Valkyrie conspirators, 
believed Germany had one last 
chance to strike at the heart of 
the Allies in the West. Hitler 
ordered his commanders to 
prepare for an all-out offensive 
against a strategic soft spot in 
the Allied line located in the 
densely forested region known 
as the Ardennes. 

Hitler’s last-ditch gamble re-
sulted in the largest land battle 
in American military history 
and cost tens of thousands of 
lives on both sides. But in the 
month-long slog known as the 
Battle of the Bulge, the Ameri-
cans proved their mettle under 
frigid winter conditions to seal 
the fate of the Nazis. 

The Battle of the Bulge is the 

Allied name for the massive 
German offensive the Nazis 
codenamed Wacht am Rhein 
or the “Watch on the Rhine.” 
More than 1 million Allied and 
German soldiers fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge, nicknamed 
for the westward bulge creat-
ed in the Allied line after Nazi 
tanks and infantry temporarily 
captured territory during Hit-
ler’s surprise attack. 

The Allies were indeed un-
prepared for the German on-
slaught, according to Martin 
King, a World War II histori-
an and author of eight books 
about the Battle of the Bulge. 
The Ardennes region was 
known to American GIs as the 
honeymoon sector, a remote 
stretch of the Allied front line 
where new arrivals could ease 
into the war effort and bat-

tle-weary vets could recuperate 
and refit for battle. 

“In December of 1944, there 
were only four American divi-
sions in the Ardennes covering 
an 89-mile front,” said King. 
“Two of the divisions had nev-
er fired a shot in anger and two 
were recovering from the gru-
eling Battle of Hürtgen Forest.”

Allied commanders dis-
missed intelligence from the 
British ULTRA codebreakers 
that large numbers of German 
troops and equipment were be-
ing pulled from the fight with 
Russia and amassing along the 
Western front. No one thought 
Hitler had the gall to attempt a 
counterstrike with a German 
army already decimated by 
months of heavy fighting on 
two fronts. 

Hitler’s plan was to pow-

er through the weak link at 
the Ardennes and then move 
northeast to take the Belgian 
port city of Antwerp, key for 
the Allies to resupplying for 
their final push toward Berlin. 
With that strategic position se-
cured, Hitler believed he could 
negotiate terms with the Allies 
and avoid an unconditional 
surrender. 

By attacking through the Ar-
dennes in winter, Hitler bet on 
bad weather grounding the Al-
lied air support. The Ardennes 
are famously fogged in during 
December, making it impos-
sible for bombers and supply 
planes to hit targets. 

On the morning of Dec. 16, 
with a thick mist blanketing 
the mountainous Ardennes 
Forest, a German fighting force 

The fight before Christmas
How American grit halted Hitler’s last-ditch, all-out strike during the Battle of the Bulge

See BATTLE, Page 4B

See SNOW, Page 3B

BY DANNY BRISENO
dnl.briseno@gmail.com

Many remember growing up, going to 
the store, putting their change in the ma-
chine, pulling the ice-cold bottle of soda 
out, popping the top and taking what 
seemed to be the most refreshing drink 
one could ever imagine. The taste buds 
exploded in all the glory of the flavored 
soda. Soda has been around for hun-
dreds of years and like many counties, 
Edgar County has seen its fair share of 
bottling works. 

Soda beverages date to 1767, when 
Joseph Priestly of Leeds, England, sus-
pended a bowl of water over a ferment-
ing vat of beer. The carbon dioxide let off 
by the fermenting beer infused the water 
creating carbonated water. 

It was not until 1835 when the first 
bottle of soda water was produced in the 
United States. From there, pharmacists 
took hold of the soda world because 
when making concoctions of drugs for 
their patients, they mixed them into 
soda water to make them easier to take. 
Soda jerks were in almost every pharma-
cy and date back to the 1840s.

Soda, as most know it today, came on 
the scene a little later. Is 1885 in Waco, 
Texas, pharmacist Charles Alderton cre-
ated a new energy drink and brain tonic. 
Patrons went to the pharmacy and asked 
for a Waco but Wade Morrison, owner 
of the store, quickly changed its name 
to Dr Pepper. Coca-Cola was created in 
1886, and Pepsi was introduced in 1893. 
With that, the soda wars was on.

Edgar County was also part of the 
bottling of soda. C. E. Shaw, son of 
well-known druggist Major E. P. Shaw, 
opened up the Paris Bottling works on 
Union Street in Paris. He started bottling 

flavored soda beverages around 1886 
and the earliest style of bottle labeled 
Paris, Illinois, also bears his name. 

Shaw got out of the bottling business 
and C. E. Patty took over as the propri-
etor of the Paris Bottling Works. Patty’s 
operation was at 238 North Main Street 
where the bottling works shared the 
same building with Kurtz Drug Store. 
Patty did not only bottle and sell flavored 
soda, he also sold keg and bottled beer 
from the Terre Haute Brewing Compa-
ny. There are no known bottles with the 
name of C.E. Patty.

After Patty left the business in 1908, 
another Paris resident by the name of 
John W. Landsaw, also known as Keno, 
jumped into the beverage business and 
opened up Keno’s Bottling works on 
Union Street. What he bottled at first 
is unknown, but it was most likely a fla-
vored soda beverage. He changed the 
name of the business to the Paris Bot-
tling Works. 

As the family legend goes, Keno 
Landsaw began bottling King Cola. 
When King Cola tried to register the 
name Coca-Cola caught wind and op-
posed another soda company using the 
word cola in its name. Coke then decid-
ed to purchase any company that had the 
name cola in it. So Landsaw went from 
bottling King Cola to Coca-Cola. Even-
tually Coke bought out Landsaw com-
pletely, and he moved on and bought 
himself a tavern. 

There are three different bottles bear-
ing the name of John Landsaw. One 
bottle with his name is a Coca-Cola 
straight bottle. Not including that one 
Coke bottle, there are at least seven 
other Coke bottles with Paris, Illinois, 

Popping open Paris Bottling 

When I woke up Mon-
day morning it was nice 
to see a blanket of snow 
covering 
the ground 
and, of 
course, the 
walk to 
our garage 
and the 
steps lead-
ing from 
our back 
doors. 

I no-
ticed when 
I shoveled off the white 
stuff, it looked like it was 
the perfect consistency 
for making snowballs and 
snowmen. If I had been 
a little younger or had a 
great-grandkid with me, 
we certainly would have 
done both those things. 
Sometimes what makes 
old geezers happy is just 
thinking about good mem-
ories because our family 
has had a lot of fun making 
snowmen, snow ice cream 
and sledding. 

I know I shouldn’t have 
enjoyed the task as much 
as I did because I might 
have fallen down or hurt 
my back. I think whenever 
you do a necessary task it 
makes you feel good that 
you can still do it with no 
visible harm to your body. 
Last week I had just visited 
my heart doctor, and she 
said I needed to walk 
more. 

I sure enjoyed feeding 
the geese, squirrels, cat 
and birds while tromping 
through the snow rather 
than just walking on a 
gravel lane, which would 
be my path if just walking. 
After that task, I shoveled 
the snow and by then I had 
completed a 30-minute 
work out. I hope the doc-
tor believes those things 
are more important than 
just walking. 

We saw on television 
many cars in the ditches 
on the interstate highways. 
Sometimes we all need to 
slow down when we travel 
in the ice and snow and 
maybe that is the reason 
some people don’t like 
snow so well, they are 
always in too much of a 

Snow 
makes for 
adventure

ROGER
STANLEY
NOTES FROM 
THE PRAIRIE

See STANLEY, Page 4B

Special to The Prairie Press

C. E. Patty bottled his own flavored beverages in the area and also sold semi-local beer from the Terre Haute Brewing Compa-
ny. A little more than 100 years later truly local beer is brewed and served in Paris at Lot 50, without being trucked in from 
another source.

See BOTTLES, Page 4B

BY TOM EMERY
Ilcivilwar@yahoo.com

For those dreaming of a 
white Christmas, the odds 
in Illinois are not good. 

And while we commonly 
associate Christmas in the 
Land of Lincoln with cold 
weather, the average highs 
on Santa’s big day are sur-
prisingly moderate.

The National Weath-
er Service defines a white 
Christmas as having at 
least an inch of snow on the 
ground by 6 a.m. on Christ-
mas morning. That happens 
less than half of the time in 
much of the state.

For those in the St. Lou-
is metro area, historically 
there is a 20 percent chance 
of a white Christmas. Cap-
ital city residents at Spring-
field have enjoyed (or en-
dured, depending on one’s 
point of view) at least an 
inch of snow on Christmas 
only 33 times in 118 years 
of record-keeping on snow 
totals. 

Chances are higher to 
the north. Moline residents 
have a 42.1 percent chance 
for white on Christmas 
morning. In Chicago, there 
are measured snowfalls 
54 percent of the time on 
Christmas.

And, if there is snow on 
Christmas, it likely won’t be 
much. The record Christ-
mas snowfall in Chicago, 
one of the snowier locales 
in the state, is 5.1 inches on 
Dec. 25, 1950.  

Five inches fell in the 
Windy City on Christmas 
1909, when Moline set its 
record for greatest snow 
depth on Christmas at 12 
inches. 

Temperatures on Christ-
mas in Illinois are also de-
cent most of the time, rela-
tively speaking. While highs 
in December in Illinois are 
hardly warm, the majority 
of high temperatures on 
Christmas have historically 
not been frigid at most ma-
jor reporting stations.

At Evansville, Ind., which 
reflects the temps for much 
of southeastern Illinois, 85 
of the highs on Christmas 
in 122 years of reporting 
have been in the 30s or 40s.  
Nearby, the results at Pa-
ducah, Ky. show highs from 
30-49 in 70 of 82 years. Av-
erage highs on Christmas in 
St. Louis reach 39 degrees. 

Lawmakers are gone in 
Springfield at Christmas-
time, leaving the locals to 
enjoy high temperatures on 
Christmas in the 30s or 40s 
in 85 of 138 years. The nor-
mal high there, as well as in 
Quincy, on Christmas is 36, 
with a low of 20. In Moline, 
the top temps on Christmas 
have fallen in that range 79 
times in 143 years, with an 
average high of 32 and a low 
of 16. 

The norms on Yuletide 
are similar in Chicago. On 
Christmas Day, that city’s 
averages are 32 and 18.  

In some parts of Illinois, 
the high temperatures on 
Christmas are almost as 
likely to be above 50 as be-
low 32. The frequency of 
Christmas highs in Spring-
field below freezing is 15.1 
percent, compared to 10.1 
percent above 50 degrees. 

Though Christmas tem-
peratures in most regions 

White 
Christmas 
infrequent 
in Illinois

Danny Briseno/The Prairie Press

The C. E. Shaw Hutch bottle is the ear-
liest known soda bottle marked Paris, 
Illinois. Highly sought after, this type 
of bottle is where the term pop bottle 
comes from as the closure made a pop 
sound when opening it.
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numbering 200,000 men and 
1,000 tanks launched an all-out 
attack on the unsuspecting Al-
lies. In King’s interviews with 
dozens of Battle of the Bulge 
veterans, they describe eerie 
red and purple lights streak-
ing through the pea-soup fog 
followed by the bone-chilling 
sound of “screaming mee-
mie” Nebelwerfer rockets and 
earth-shattering detonations in 
every direction. 

Two regiments of the 106th 
Division were quickly sur-
rounded by German infantry 
leading to the single largest 
field surrender of Allied troops 
in World War II. More than 
6,800 American soldiers in the 
422nd and 423rd regiments 
were taken as prisoners. Near 
the Belgian town of Malmedy, 
84 American prisoners were 
killed by German Waffen SS 
in the largest mass execution of 
the war. 

Just 24 hours after the initial 
bombardment, German tanks 
had broken through the thin-
ly defended center of the Ar-
dennes region and rolled west 
to the Meuse River, creating 
the infamous bulge in the Al-
lied line giving the battle its pe-
culiar name. Using the weather 

and intelligence breakdowns to 
their advantage, the Nazi offen-
sive appeared to be working. 

If Hitler thought the out-
manned Americans were going 
to lay down and let the German 
tanks roll all the way to Ant-
werp, he was mistaken. After 
the initial confusion and cha-
os of the Nazi surprise attack, 
American soldiers regrouped 
and relied on old-fashioned in-
genuity to hold off the German 
advance until reinforcements 
could arrive. 

“Talking to both American 
and German veterans, you re-
alize how very different these 
two armies were in their meth-
ods and methodologies,” said 
King. “The Americans had this 
incredible capacity to impro-
vise, to think on the hop and 
operate autonomously right 
down to the squad level. The 
Germans couldn’t operate be-
low the regimental level with-
out written orders.”

General James Gavin of the 
82nd Airborne — already a 
hero at Normandy and during 
Operation Market Garden — 
shined yet again in defense 
of the strategic Belgian town 
of St. Vith’s. He hopped in his 
Jeep, spied on the enemy’s po-
sitions and divided his men 
into squads to hunt down the 
Nazis using the terrain to their 

advantage. 
The Fighting 30th, nick-

named “Roosevelt’s SS,” used 
similar guerrilla tactics to halt 
the progress of the German 
army in the north. 

“The Fighting 30th engi-
neers were phenomenal — 
they blew up everything,” said 
King. “There’s a town called 
Trois-Ponts for the three bridg-
es that crossed the Amblève 
River. Not after the engineers 
had been there.”

Albert Tarbell was a 
full-blooded Mohawk with the 
82nd Airborne who was, “the 
best scout you could possibly 
have,” when up to your knees in 
snow and hunting the enemy 
through the forests, King said. 
Nazi commanders thought 
their soldiers were hallucinat-
ing when they swore they were 
taking fire from Indians. 

Perhaps the most famous 
stand of the Battle of the Bulge 
happened at Bastogne, where 
the 101st Airborne was pinned 
down and surrounded by Nazi 
infantry for five long days. The 
Americans dug trenches in a 
wide perimeter around Bas-
togne and relied on locals for 
warm clothing and rations. 

Temperatures plunged to 
minus 20 C (minus 4 F) and 
soldiers who didn’t die of 
hypothermia were crippled 

by frostbite and trench foot. 
When medics ran out of sup-
plies, life-saving amputations 
had to be performed with 
kitchen knives and cognac as 
the only anesthesia.

When things looked worst 
for the Americans, the Nazi 
field commander issued an 
official call for surrender. Gen-
eral Anthony McAuliffe of the 
101st Airborne replied with 
one of the most famously blunt 
rebuffs in the history of war-
fare: “Nuts!” 

The 101st airborne held out 
long enough for the skies to 
clear and the first supply drops 
to arrive from Allied bombers. 
Within days, General George 
Patton had turned his 350,000-
man army north and punched 
through the German flank to 
relieve the beleaguered 101st 
Airborne and turn the tide of 
the Battle of the Bulge. 

By Jan. 13, 1945, the Allies 
had fully repelled the Ger-
man attack and ironed out the 
bulge on the Western front. 
The Allied forces — particu-
larly the Americans — paid 
a high price for victory in 
the Battle of the Bulge. All 
told, 19,000 U.S. soldiers 
died, 47,500 were wound-
ed —many from the brutal 
conditions — and more than 
23,000 went missing. 

BATTLE
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hurry.
I keep hearing some people 

think it is ugly as the salt and 
grime makes it dirty along 
the roadways. Some people 
don’t like it when they have to 
shovel the sidewalks and clear 
their driveways. Maybe if they 
don’t like to live in the exciting 
Illinois climate they can move 
to Florida and risk a hurricane 
or to California and risk a 
forest fire. I like Edgar County, 
though.

Tuesday we needed to go 
to Carle in Champaign for a 
yearly check up and so I got 
to tromp around in the snow 
again as I fed the animals and 
scooped off the same walk 
and steps. I thought we would 

go in the car as I used the car 
Monday to go to Paris to mail 
an important package and 
deliver a picture. I kind of 
zoomed out of the garage and 
I realized we had five inches of 
snow so I made sure to keep 
up enough speed so I wouldn’t 
get stuck. 

I could barely tell where 
our drive and lane were so it 
was a real adventure keeping 
on the gravel and not on the 
grass. I didn’t let the car warm 
up enough and my windshield 
steamed up and that added to 
the problem of seeing where I 
was going. Anyway I goosed it 
just enough to go through the 
drift the snow plow left at the 
end of our lane and proceeded 
to town. 

It was sneaky type slick 
because when I thought it was 

STANLEY
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on them.
One of the most well 

known bottling works in Par-
is was Rockhill, which started 
as a bottler of mineral water. 
Proprietor John Chrisman 
saw the boom in the soda 
industry and came up with 
some recipes of his own for 
delicious flavored soda bev-
erages. Rockhill’s Topps All 
soda came in many different 
flavors. Rockhill items today 
are highly collectible and 
highly sought after. There are 
at least six different bottles, if 
not more, bearing the name of 
Rockhill.

Another bottling works was 
also owned by the Boyer fam-
ily. The Boyers decided that 
milk was not the only bever-
age they wanted to sell so they 
ventured into the bottling Dr. 
Pepper, the oldest soda in the 

United States. The Boyers 
also bottled the lemon-lime 
flavored beverage known as 
B-1. There are five different 
Dr. Pepper bottles from the 
Boyer bottling as well as some 
B-1 bottles.

All the bottles, signs, labels, 
crates, caps and other ephem-
ra are highly sought after to-
day. Some of the bottles sell 
for $20, and there are some 
worth up to $4,000. There are 
few rare bottles in the name a 
price category, and someone, 
somewhere will pay it

As one can see, bottling 
works were at one time a ma-
jor part of the industry inside 
Edgar County. From mineral 
water to soda, many found a 
way to make a living by bot-
tling and selling tasty bever-
ages. The bottling works in 
the area are  long gone and 
all that is left are the bottles, 
labels and signs bearing their 
names. Some more common 
than others and some that are 
one of a kind. 

Either way, a bottle bear-
ing the name of Paris, Illinois, 
brings a sense of pride to lo-
cals when it is all cleaned up 
and displayed for everyone to 
see.

of Illinois have moderated in 
recent years, some of the cold-
est highs and lows have been 
recent. Of the 18 Christmases 
with lows below zero in Moline 
since 1874, eight have occurred 
since 1980 including the city’s 
record low on Christmas, a 
bone-chilling minus18 on Dec. 
25, 2000.  Six of Chicago’s 11 
Christmas lows below zero 
have occurred in the same span.

On the other end, St. Louis 
set its all-time Christmas re-
cord for warmest high and low 
temperatures in 1889, when 
the mercury hit 71 and only 
dipped to 56. There was a high 
of 59 that day in Springfield, 
with 50 in Moline. 

The record warmest low 

temperature on Dec. 25 in 
Springfield was 46 degrees in 
1936, the same day that Mo-
line set its warmest extremes 
on Christmas, with a low of 50 
and a high of 59. Quincy also 
had a record-warm low of 51 
on Christmas 1936. Surely that 
was a welcome respite, as 1936 
was one of the worst weather 
years in state history, with a 
brutal winter and a searing-hot 
summer.

Weather on Christmas, like 
any other day on the calendar, 
can vary widely from year to 
year. The coldest high tempera-
ture on Christmas in Chicago 
history was zero degrees in 
1983 – one year after the re-
cord high, 64 degrees in 1982.  
Springfield also set records in 
both years, with 62 and 0, re-
spectively. 

SNOW
FROM PAGE 4B

clear enough to speed up I 
then hit another slick spot so 
I held her down to 35 or so. I 
was able to go and come back 
all right so I thought Tuesday 
morning I would also take 
the car. Well, I backed out of 
the garage and when I tried to 
zoom forward and turn into 
the drive I went about five 
feet and I got her stuck. Using 
the old spin forward and then 
try to back up and then go 
forward again all I succeeded 
in doing was give Rosie a thrill 
ride as she thought I was going 
to run right into the garage. 

I finally got the car to skid 
a little sideways, but I knew it 
was time to get the four-wheel 
drive truck and drive it to 
Champaign. Well, I plodded 
through the snow which was 
about three-inches higher than 
it was Monday, and it had froze 
enough it would have been 
silly to try to go in the car. 

I made footprints all the 
way to the barn, and I thought 
Rosie would wait until I came 
back in the truck. I got to the 
barn and opened the door, 
which wasn’t frozen shut, and 
before I could get a shovel and 
throw it in the back Rosie was 

getting in the truck. She always 
liked to walk in the snow and 
she followed my footsteps 
because her boots weren’t 
really high enough to wade the 
untracked snow. 

Well, that ol’ four-wheel 
drive came right out of the 
barn as I busted through a 
two-foot drift, and we were on 
our way. 

I am glad we took the truck 
because Curtis Road south of 
Champaign was the road the 
doctor’s office is on and it was 
nice and slick. I was also glad 
I found out about Rosie’s old 
boots and knew it would set 
me up for another adventure 
as I try to find a set of new 
boots for Rosie for a Christ-
mas present and sneak them 
under the Christmas tree. 

I also wondered if that 
tromping through the snow 
and digging the car out would 
satisfy my doctor as much as 
walking. Just plain old walking 
would not be nearly as adven-
turous. 

(Roger Stanley is a lifelong 
resident of Edgar County, an 
author and retired farmer. Email 
him at  rogerstanley769@yahoo.
com) 
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KAYSVILLE, Utah (AP) 
— For decades, The Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints was one of Boy Scouts 
of America's greatest allies and 
the largest sponsor of troops. 
But on Jan. 1, the Utah-based 
faith will deliver the latest 
blow to the struggling organi-
zation when it pulls out more 
than 400,000 young people 
and moves them into a new 
global program of its own.

The change brings excite-
ment and some melancholy 
for members of the faith and 
may push the Boy Scouts 
closer to the brink of bank-
ruptcy as it faces a new wave 
of sex abuse lawsuits.

Losing the church will 
mean about an 18 percent 
drop in Boy Scout youth 
membership compared with 
last year's numbers and mark 
the first time since the World 
War II era the figure will fall 
below 2 million. At its peak in 

the 1970s, more than 4 mil-
lion boys were Scouts.

Wayne Perry, a church 
member who is a past presi-
dent of Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca and a current member of its 
national board, said the end 
of the long-term alliance will 
sting and force many region-
al councils in the U.S. West 
to lay off employees and sell 
some camps.

However, Perry said he's 
hopeful the Boy Scouts can 
eventually bring back at least 
20 percent of the Latter-day 
Saints Scouts who liked the 
experience and want to keep 
pursuing merit badges in ac-
tivities ranging from camping 
and lifesaving to citizenship.

The church's new youth 
program will weave in camp-
ing and other outdoor ac-
tivities in parts of the world 
where that's feasible, but there 
won't be uniforms or a chance 
to earn the coveted Eagle 

Scout rank — the highest in 
Scouting — that was long 
seen as a key milestone for 
teenage boys in the church. 
The focus will be squarely on 
religion and spiritual devel-
opment, with youth working 
toward achievements that 
earn them rings, medallions 
and pendants inscribed with 
images of church temples.

Perry understands why 
the faith widely known as 
the Mormon church wants a 
program it can use worldwide 
because more than half its 
members live outside the U.S. 
and Canada, where the Boy 
Scouts isn't available. But he 
predicts that a heavy empha-
sis on the gospel may leave 
some young church members 
who already go to two-hour 
church services each Sunday 
and other Bible studies long-
ing for Boy Scouts.

"One of the advantages we 
always had with Scouting is 

that it wasn't 'churchy,'" Perry 
said. "They were getting the 
Scout oath and the Scout law, 
which are incredibly compat-
ible with the church's philos-
ophies and views, but they 
weren't reading out of the 
Book of Mormon."

 "I think there will be a boo-
merang effect as parents see 
that there is still a place for 
Scouting," he added.

The split between the Boy 
Scouts and church ends a 
nearly century-old relation-
ship between two organiza-
tions that were brought to-
gether by shared values but 
have diverged in recent years. 
Amid declining member-
ship, the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica opened its arms to openly 
gay youth members and adult 
volunteers as well as girls and 
transgender boys, while the 
church believes that same-sex 
intimacy is a sin.

"The reality there is we 

didn't really leave them; they 
kind of left us," high-ranking 
church leader M. Russell Bal-
lard recently said about the 
split.

His comment upset Boy 
Scout officials, Perry said, be-
cause the organization went 
to great lengths to ensure the 
faith still had robust religious 
liberty protections after the 
Scouts welcomed openly gay 
troop members and leaders 
— even allowing the church 
to craft the language.

Perry said the organization 
will now focus on pitching the 
benefits of Boy Scouts in parts 
of the U.S. West with many 
church members, including 
Utah, Idaho and Arizona. 
Previously, every congrega-
tion had a Boy Scout troop 
and boys were automatically 
signed up.

"We're going to have to 
earn our kids," Perry said.

Church leader Ronald A. 

Rasband said in an October 
speech the faith's association 
with Boy Scouts will be an 
important legacy.

That legacy runs deep in 
the Francis family in Utah, 
who are longtime members 
of the faith. Mark Francis, his 
two oldest sons, his brothers 
and his father all have been 
Eagle Scouts.

He and his wife, Nettie 
Francis, couldn't imagine not 
giving their three youngest 
sons the same opportunity, 
so they launched a new Boy 
Scout troop earlier this year 
to carry on the tradition af-
ter the church alliance ends. 
Most of its 40 boys are church 
members and also will partic-
ipate in the faith's new youth 
program.

Nettie Francis said she's not 
worried about juggling it all.

"This is like any other ex-
tracurricular activity: We 

Church withdraws from Scouts
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints plans to pull 400,000 youths from the struggling Boy Scouts

See SCOUTS, Page 6B

The third book of the 
New Testament begins 
with a thesis in chapter 

one, 
verses one 
through 
four that 
includes 
these 
state-
ments: 
“those 
things 
which 
are most 
surely 

believed among us” along 
with this thought: “that 
thou mightiest know the 
certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast been 
instructed.”  

Luke revealed in that 
introduction that he was 
an inspired writer. In 
addition to his diligent and 
precise investigation into 
the origin, birth, life, death 
and resurrection of Christ, 
he had been provided a 
perfect understanding of 
all things from a divine 
perspective, or from above. 
This assertion is clear in 
the Greek text by use of 
the word “anothen,” which 
in all other instances in 
the New Testament always 
means from above. 

So what were those 
things most surely believed 
(literal: full conviction), 
which had a certainty 
(literal: exact truth?) 
What core beliefs or 
inspired doctrine handed 
down to the next gener-
ation by those who had 
been witnesses of absolute 
truth? What are Christians 
fully convinced of? Luke 
indicates at least three im-
mutable concepts of which 
followers of Christ can 
trust in as exact truth.  

Christians are fully 
convinced of the certain-
ty of the incarnation of 
deity in the person of Jesus 
Christ. That is why all four 
gospels accounts detail 
the marvelous entrance of 
the second person of the 
Godhead into our fallen 
world. Matthew, Mark and 
Luke detail the record of 
the physical birth itself, 
and John delves into how 
the pre-existing Logos, 
the word became flesh 
and dwelt among us. Our 
creator God condescend-
ed to become one of us by 
virtue of a virgin’s womb 
and we were privileged to 
see his glory revealed in 
human flesh. 

The apostle Paul 
referred to the incarnation 
as the mystery of godli-
ness, (cf. I Tim. 3: 16), 
that God fully revealed 

Things 
most 
surely 
believed

JACK
HOFFMAN
PASTOR’S  
PERSPECTIVE

THE BRITISH INVASION MEETS BETHLEHEM

Special to The Prairie Press

Community Christian Church is in its 12th year of performing “Let It Be Christmas (The Gospel According to Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, John, Paul, George and Ringo). The rock-opera of the Nativity story uses music by The Beatles to tell the biblical story 
of Jesus’ birth in Bethlehem.

BY SUZANNE WILLIAMS
swilliamsprairiepress@gmail.com

Because Christmas is a 
special time of year, church 
congregations celebrate 
with special services such 
as candelight services or 
Mass. This year area church-
es are celebrating the eve of 
Christmas and Christmas 
Day commemorating the 
birth of Jesus.

DEC. 24, CHRISTMAS EVE 
SERVICES

The Nevins Christian 
Church, 6 p.m., with the 
message “The Gettites or 
the Gittites.”

Lake Ridge Christian 
Church, 5 p.m. service with 
childcare and 7 p.m. service. 
The message for both ser-
vices is  “Away In a Manger.”

Congregations of the Ot-
terbein United Methodist 
Church and the Vermilion 
United Methodist Church 
are having a joint service 
6 p.m. at the Vermilion 
church.   

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church, 4 p.m. and 10 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Mass, with 
special choir performances 
one-half hour prior to each 
Mass.

St. Aloysius Catholic 
Church, 7 p.m. Mass, with 
a special choir performance 
one half-hour before Mass.

First Christian Church, 
7 p.m., Carols, Candlelight 
and Communion service.

Presbyterian Church, 
11 p.m. candlelight service 
with carols. The Christmas 
story in lessons and carols 
featuring special music and 
Bible readings. 

Hume United Methodist 
Church 6 p.m. candlelight 
service.

Grace Lutheran Church 
7 p.m. Christmas candle-
light service.

Chrisman First Baptist 
Church, 7 p.m. candlelight 
service. The message “God 
With Us Is Jesus.” The pub-
lic is invited especially chil-
dren for a special children’s 
service.

First United Methodist 
Church 6 p.m. candlelight 
communion service.

State Line Christian 
Church 6:30 p.m. service.

First Baptist Church 6 
p.m. service.

Chrisman Nazarene 
Church 6 p.m. candlelight 
service.

Kansas United Method-
ist Church 7 p.m. candle-
light service.

DEC. 25, CHRISTMAS DAY 
SERVICES

St. Mary’s Catholic 
Church 8:30 a.m. Mass.

Grace Lutheran Church 
9:30 a.m. worship service 
with Holy Communion.

Christmas 
Eve and 
Christmas 
Day church 
services  

See PASTOR, Page 6B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

For 12 years, a Naperville church has 
presented the story of Christmas set to 
the songs of The Beatles. The result is 
“Let It Be Christmas (The Gospel Ac-
cording to Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, 
Paul, George and Ringo).”

“Let It Be Christmas” returns with 
nine performances at Community 
Christian Church in Naperville, present-
ed by Epic Theatre Company. Shows 
conclude this weekend.

The cast consists of 80 local children 
and adults. Epic is associated with the 
church.

“It’s grown quite a bit. It’s been quite 
the evolution,” said Elic Bramlett, direc-
tor of “Let It Be Christmas.”

How did they come up with the idea?
“Well, like all good ideas, we stole it 

from someone,” he laughed. “It helps 
that it is a good friend that we stole it 
from.”

In his day job as associate creative 
director for Community Christian 
Church, he collaborates with other 
churches in terms of creative material, 
he said. Granger Community Church 
in Granger, Indiana, did a series using 
different Beatles songs and how they 
related to the Christmas story, he said. 
The series culminated on Christmas Eve 
with about five Beatles songs.

“We saw this online and thought it 
was a great idea for a full-length musi-
cal,” Bramlett said. “I reached out to my 
friend and asked if we could steal this 
idea and she said, ‘yeah — it’s not my 
idea, it’s just the Nativity story from the 
Bible and Beatles songs.’ So we took that 
idea and ran with it and started adding 
elements of the story.

"Adding the shepherds, adding the 
wise men, even adding King Herod a 
few years down the line. They ended up 
seeing it and stealing it back and doing it 
at their church.”

The production has grown each year 
thanks to word of mouth.

“We’re thrilled the response has been 
so positive. Each time we have auditions 
we find new people who could possibly 
play new roles,” he said. “For instance, 
maybe five or six years ago we added the 

characters of Elizabeth and Zechariah 
just to show that miracle.

"The angel appeared to Zechariah and 
said they would get pregnant even in 
their old age. He didn’t believe the angel 
and so we sing ‘Fool on the Hill’ about 
that. There’s an endless fount of Beatles 
songs, and it has been absolutely amaz-
ing how they fit into the story line.”

The Bible doesn’t say a lot about Jo-
seph and Mary’s love story, but they 
get comment on that with some of the 
timeless love songs of The Beatles, he 
said.

Some of the classic songs audiences 
will hear include “Blackbird’ (Mary be-
ing visited by the angel and finding out 
she is going to be miraculously preg-
nant); “Don’t Let Me Down” and “We 
Can Work it Out” (Joseph finds out 
Mary is pregnant and has to decide if 
he believes her story); “Yesterday” and 
“Hey Jude” (Joseph is deciding what to 
do); “Because” (the wise men approach 
the manger with their gifts); “Birthday” 
(Jesus’ birthday) and of course, “Let It 
Be.”

“And we can’t get away without ‘All 
You Need is Love’ because that’s a great 
message for everyone for Christmas or 
any time of year,” Bramlett said. “We 
use about 44 songs in the whole show. A 
lot of them are in medleys or little tags. 
There are little nods here and there. The 
Beatles fanatics will hear them.”

“If there’s one thing that I’ll walk 

away from all of this with, it’s knowing 
that I educated people on some of the 
greatest music that has ever been,” he 
said. “We don’t change any of the lyrics 
of any of the songs. We do some fun 
arrangements and some medleys but it 
all works to tell the story of Joseph and 
Mary and their miracle pregnancy and 
this baby that was predicted to be born 
by the prophets.”

It’s all tied together by a narrator 
called The Engineer who is basically a 
recording studio engineer. The whole 
show takes place at Abbey Road.

“Whether or not you know The Beat-
les, it’s great musical theater. It’s dramatic 
action and it’s loud and fast and fun,” he 
noted.

“I hope they’re skeptical. I was skep-
tical that this would work. Could we 
create a full-length show using only 
Beatles songs and no dialogue? I didn’t 
want a play, I wanted a rock opera. 
Most people don’t know what to ex-
pect — they like The Beatles and they 
like Christmas and they arrive wonder-
ing of this thing can work. And usually 
they’re blown away and can’t believe 
how well it works.

"They can expect to hear some of 
their favorite Beatles songs and expect 
to see some amazing performances 
from our community of talented actors 
and singers and dancers. They will have 
a night of amazing music  and will be up 
on their feet singing and dancing.”

‘Let It Be Christmas’ returns

Special to The Prairie Press

An 80-member cast presents the annual and popular “Let It Be Christmas” at 
Communuity Christian Church. Director Eric Bramlett believes The Beatles created 
some of the greatest music ever written and applies select songs to the Nativity.

Performance combines 
The Beatles with retelling 
of the Christmas story
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Pancake Breakfast Gift Set 
 in Royal Treatment Box 
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Organic Maple Syrup 750ml
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Infused Organic Maple Syrup 
250ml Trio in Royal Treatment Box 
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Aged organic maple syrups
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CALL 1-866-853-8433Promo code N7017
TM
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and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. For full Set Sail terms and conditions see www.
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GRAND ALASKAN 
CRUISE & TOUR

BEST OF HAWAII  
FOUR-ISLAND TOUR

Enjoy a cruise & tour between Seattle and 
Alaska including 7 nights aboard Holland 
America Line’s ms Westerdam and 4 nights 
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the Inside Passage—a sea lane teeming with 
marine wildlife, where you’ll pass glaciers, 
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Denali National Park, tour Anchorage, and 
see the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center.

Enjoy a fully guided 4-island Hawaiian 
vacation with beachfront lodging on Kauai, 
Maui, and the “Big Island” of Hawaii, and in 
Waikiki on Oahu. Includes a Pearl Harbor 
experience where you will see the USS 
Arizona Memorial. Visit historic Lahaina, 
enjoy a boat cruise on the Wailua River, and 
authentic Hawaiian entertainment and food at 
our Farewell Feast. Guided throughout by our 
friendly Tour Directors—your local experts. 
Price includes 3 inter-island flights.

12 days, departs May - September 2020 13 days, departs year-round

Seattle • Vancouver • Ketchikan • 
Juneau • Skagway • Glacier Bay • 
Anchorage • Denali • and more

Oahu • Kauai • Maui •
Hawaii “Big Island” 
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(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
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We will be CLOSED from 
December 23rd to

 January 6th

Wishing everyone a 
Merry Christmas & Merry Christmas & 
a Happy New Yeara Happy New Year!!
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Lincoln Trail State Park, 
Marshall, IL

 2 miles south of Marshall on Route 1

We will be 
closed for 

Vacation from
December 16 
- January 2

make time for things that are 
important to us,” she said. 
“For our family, the skills 
and the leadership oppor-
tunities that Scouting offers 
are just tremendous.”

At a recent troop meet-
ing on a cold, rainy night in 
Kaysville, Utah, the boys 
gathered in a barn behind the 
Francis family’s house and 
started with a prayer. They 
closed their eyes and folded 
their arms as is typical for 
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SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

Evangelical Christian pas-
tors and leaders who have 
prayed with President Trump 
in the Oval Office slammed 
House Democrats for what 
they called an utterly partisan 
impeachment vote Wednes-
day night.

Paula White-Cain, Trump's 
personal pastor and special 
adviser to the Faith and Op-
portunity Initiative in the 
White House, posted a mid-
night prayer for the newly 
impeached president, who 
overwhelmingly won the 
evangelical vote in the 2016 
election.

"Tonight we lift up Presi-
dent Trump in prayer against 
all wickedness and demonic 
schemes against him and his 
purpose in the name of Jesus," 
White-Cain wrote. "Surround 
him with your angels and let 
them encamp around about 
him. Let all demonic stirrings 

and manipulations be over-
turned!"

Revs. Samuel Rodriguez, 
the president of the National 
Hispanic Christian Leader-
ship Conference, and Johnnie 
Moore, president of the Con-
gress of Christian Leaders, 
said Democrats impeached 
Trump for the policies and 
people that he represents.

"The Democrats in the 
House impeached millions 
of God-fearing, family-loving 
and patriotic Americans from 
the Democrat and Republi-
can parties," the two leaders 
said.

"Our relentless prayers es-
pecially rest with the Presi-
dent of the United States and 
upon all of those who led us 
into this utterly partisan dis-
regard of the most powerful 
tool our Founders gave us to 
undo a presidential election 
- which is exactly what this is 
an attempt to do," they added.

Evangelist Franklin Gra-

ham said, "Dems have been 
trying to destroy Trump since 
day one."

The president of Samari-
tan's Purse and the Billy Gra-
ham Evangelistic Association 
added, "We need to pray for 
President Trump and this na-
tion."

Jentezen Franklin, pastor of 
Free Chapel, listed Trump’s 
accomplishments as presi-
dent, saying he feels the need 
to pray for him again.

"The people's voice will be 
heard like never before when 
we vote again," Franklin said. 
"Pray, fast, and vote your faith 
20/20!"

The House of Represen-
tatives voted Wednesday to 
impeach Trump, adopting 
two articles of impeachment 
alleging abuse of power and 
obstruction of Congress. He 
is the third president in Amer-
ican history to be impeached.

House Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi said Trump gave them 

no choice, following his ef-
forts to pressure Ukraine to 
investigate Democratic presi-
dential candidate and former 
Vice President Joe Biden 
while withholding security 
assistance and a White House 
meeting.

"If we do not act now we 
would be derelict in our duty. 
It is tragic that the president's 
reckless actions make im-
peachment necessary," Pelosi 
said ahead of the vote. "He 
gave us no choice."

"His conduct continues to 
undermine our Constitution 
and threaten our next elec-
tion. His actions warrant his 
impeachment and demand 
his removal from office," 
House Judiciary Commit-
tee Chairman Jerry Nadler, 
D-N.Y., added.

The case is expected to head 
to the Senate for trial, though 
Pelosi has stirred speculation 
by not yet transmitting the ar-
ticles to the chamber.

Pro-Trump evangelicals condemn ‘partisan’ impeachment

himself in flesh; and also that 
God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself. In 
his shorter letters, John, the 
beloved disciple, also warned 
about the lying spirit of 
anti-Christ that denied God/
Jesus had come to this Earth 
(cf. I John 4: 1-4). The faith 
of our fathers is faith in the 
divinity of Christ.           

Then we Christians are ful-
ly convinced in the certainty 
of an inspired origin of the 
Holy Scriptures. Luke, and all 
the other authors of books or 
letters contained in the Bible, 
recorded their impressions or 
records through theopneus-
tos, meaning God-breathed. 
This divine infusion or inspi-
ration came as Luke stated 
from above.  

Luke wrote he had 
God-given insight or perfect 
understanding, and God-giv-
en inclusion because he 
recorded all things. His from 
above led to his God-given in-
vestigation, which was in con-
secutive order. No mistakes 
because it was superintended 
by the Almighty. Christians 
believe in the inerrancy of 
the Scripture as overseen in 
delivery by the perfection of 
the Holy Spirit.  We have a 
Bible that unlike any other 
religious instruction in the 
world is Holy Scriptures, 
which makes each one of us 
wise unto salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus.  (cf. 2 
Timothy 3: 14-16)

Thirdly, Christians are fully 
convinced in the certainty 
of the infallibility of the faith 
once delivered. Luke meticu-
lously shared this faith in his 
gospel account. The faith is 
embodied in Jesus Christ. He 
is God incarnate who without 
failure provided us eternal 
salvation.  

His work never fails. His 
word never fails. His faith 
never fails. He stated he 
would build his church and 
the gates of hell could never 
prevail against it. He is the 
rock of our faith system. His 
half-brother Jude passionately 
charged the church to wage 
the spiritual battle necessary 
to earnestly contend for this 
faith once delivered.  

Paul taught Timothy to car-
ry on the faith perpetually by 
committing it to others who 
would faithfully hand it on 
down. It will not stop. Faith of 
our fathers will become faith 
of our sons and daughters and 
grandchildren, generation 
after generation, until he 
comes.  

Christians are certain about 
the message of Christmas 
and our Savior the Lord Jesus 
Christ. It needs no revising, 
no updating, no apology for 
believing in its inclusiveness 
and no hiding. Emmanuel has 
come. Merry Christmas.

(Pastor Jack D. Hoffman is 
the senior pastor at Cornerstone 
Baptist Church in Paris. Email 
him at jillandjack1971@gmail.
com. Pastor’s Perspective is pro-
vided by the Paris Ministerial 
Fellowship.)

GRACE NOTES

DEC. 22  HORACE BAPTIST 
CELEBRATES CHRISTMAS
Horace Baptist Church is hav-
ing a Christmas service 10:30 
a.m. Sunday, Dec. 22.

DEC. 31 SPECIAL SERVICE AT 
HORACE BAPTIST CHURCH
Horace Baptist Church is 
hosting a special New Year’s 
Eve service 7 p.m. Dec. 31 at 
the church.

Latter-day Saints. After belt-
ing out the Pledge of Alle-
giance and Scout oath, they 
prepared Dutch oven peach 
cobblers and then went to a 
nearby assisted living center 
to sing “Rudolph, the Red-
Nosed Reindeer,” “Jingle 
Bells” and other Christmas 
carols.

Baden Francis, 12, said 
he's happy he can keep go-
ing to camp, have fun with 
friends and hopefully one 
day become an Eagle Scout 
like his big brothers.

Mark Francis called the 
split a good move for both 
sides. The church gets the 
global youth program it long 
wanted, and the Boy Scouts 
of America gets rid of kids 
who didn't like it.

"Scouting will be smaller, 
but stronger," he said.

As of 2013, there were 
more than 430,000 Lat-
ter-day Saint boys in the Boy 
Scouts. The latest tally of the 
Scouts' total youth member-
ship was about 2.2 million 
last year, and its press office 
confirmed the church exo-
dus would push that number 
close to 1.8 million.

The Scouts declined to 

estimate the financial reper-
cussions of the faith's depar-
ture, saying the church paid a 
flat fee that varied from year 
to year, rather than paying 
based on individual mem-
bership fees.

Boy Scout membership 
has been declining steadily 
for several decades, due to a 
variety of factors, including 
the allure of video games and 
the proliferation of youth 
sports leagues. Even with the 
admission of 150,000 girls, 
and the extension of the Cub 
Scout program to kinder-
gartners, there's been no sign 
the decline will end soon.

The split with the church 
comes at a challenging time 
for the Boy Scouts, which for 
years has been entangled in 
costly litigation with men ac-
cusing Scout leaders of abus-
ing them as children. Hun-
dreds of new lawsuits loom 
after New York, New Jersey, 
Arizona and California en-
acted laws making it easier 
for victims of long-ago abuse 
to seek damages.

The organization, head-
quartered in Irving, Texas, 
says it's exploring all avail-
able options to maintain its 

programs and has not ruled 
out the possibility of filing 
for bankruptcy.

Seeking to ease some of 
the financial pressure, the 
Scouts announced in Octo-
ber the annual membership 
fee for its youth members 
will rise from $33 to $60, 
while the fee for adult vol-
unteers will rise from $33 to 
$36. 

The news dismayed many 
local Scout leaders, who had 
already started registration 
for the coming year.

Last month, the Scouts 
confirmed it had mortgaged 
one of its most spectacular 
properties, the vast Philm-
ont Scout Ranch in New 
Mexico, to help secure a line 
of credit. The organization 
said it had no plans to sell 
and is using the land as col-
lateral to help meet financial 
needs, including rising in-
surance costs related to sex 
abuse litigation.

The Scouts says similar 
liens are in place for its other 
national properties, includ-
ing its headquarters in Tex-
as and high adventure bases 
in Minnesota, Florida and 
West Virginia.
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Portion of Obamacare struck
Federal appeals court rules requirements for health insurance unconstitutional since tax penalty deleted

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS
www.khn.org

A federal appeals court panel 
in New Orleans dealt another 
blow to the Affordable Care 
Act on Wednesday, Dec. 18, 
agreeing with a lower-court 
judge that the portion of the 
health law requiring most peo-
ple to have coverage is uncon-
stitutional now that Congress 
has eliminated the tax penalty 
that was intended to enforce it.

But it is sending the case 
back to the lower court to de-
cide how much of the rest of 
the law can stand in light of that 
ruling.

That most likely means the 
fate of the law will not be set-
tled before the 2020 election.

The stakes could not be high-
er. The case is widely expect-
ed to end up at the Supreme 
Court. California Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra, who 
is leading a coalition of states 
defending the health law, an-
nounced Wednesday night he 
would appeal to the high court 

immediately. And if the high 
court — which has upheld the 
ACA twice since its original 
passage in 2010 — agrees with 
the appeals court, the decision 
could upend the nation’s entire 
health care system.

“It’s time to get rid of the 
uncertainty,” Becerra told re-
porters at a news conference. 
“Americans don’t need to be 
jerked around when it comes 
to their health care.”

Hanging in the balance is not 
only health coverage for the 
roughly 20 million Americans 
directly served by the ACA, 
but also hundreds of millions 
more whose health care and 
coverage have been affected by 
the thousands of changes en-
acted in the law. Those include 
provisions as wide-ranging as 
changes in Medicare drug co-
payments, requirements for 
calorie counts on menus, a 
pathway for approval of gener-
ic copies of expensive biologic 
drugs and, perhaps most im-
portant politically, protections 

for people with pre-existing 
conditions.

The requirement for cover-
age, often referred to as an indi-
vidual mandate, was inserted in 
the law to give insurers a wide 
pool of customers since they 
were now required to cover 
people with medical condi-
tions. Concerns about losing 
that guaranteed coverage for 
pre-existing conditions was a 
potent argument of the Demo-
crats when they made big gains 
in the 2018 midterm elections.

President Donald Trump 
heralded the court’s decision, 
saying he has long asserted, 
“that the individual mandate, 
by far the worst element of 
Obamacare, is unconstitution-
al.” He said overturning the 
mandate, “will not alter the 
current health care system,” 
and said his administration will 
work to protect guarantees of 
coverage for people with medi-
cal problems. But he didn’t give 
any specifics of how that would 
work.

Meanwhile, Democrats 
point out the law has been 
working fine without the tax 
penalty – which was officially 
eliminated at the beginning of 
this year. They say that means, 
by definition, the mandate is 
not necessary for the function 
of the rest of the law.

In the court’s decision, two 
of the three judges on the panel 
agreed with the plaintiffs in the 
case who wanted the law struck 
down. 

Judge Jennifer Walker Elrod 
wrote, “the individual mandate 
is unconstitutional because it 
can no longer be read as a tax, 
and there is no other constitu-
tional provision that justifies 
this exercise of congressional 
power.”

But at the same time, the ap-
peals court majority declined 
to say how much else of the law 
can remain. Instead, it ordered 
the lower court, “to employ 
a finer-toothed comb … and 
conduct a more searching in-
quiry into which provisions of 

the ACA Congress intended to 
be inseverable from the indi-
vidual mandate.”

The third judge on the pan-
el, Carolyn Dineen King, dis-
agreed with both the lower 
court and the other two judges. 
In her dissent, she wrote that 
sending the case back to the 
lower court, “will unnecessar-
ily prolong this litigation and 
the concomitant uncertainty 
over the future of the health-
care sector.”

Reaction to the appeals 
court decision mostly broke 
along ideological lines.

Democrats were angry. “To-
night’s ruling is a sharp remind-
er to Americans that a heartless 
lawsuit supported by Congres-
sional Republicans and Presi-
dent Trump is why vital health 
care protection, especially pro-
tections for people with pre-ex-
isting conditions, are in grave 
danger,” said a statement from 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer.

Conservatives were pleased. 

“Today’s decision reminds us 
that Obamacare has been on 
shaky ground since its creation,” 
said Marie Fishpaw of the con-
servative Heritage Foundation. 
“Patients deserve better than 
the high costs, limited choices 
and narrow provider networks 
that Obamacare brought to the 
health care system.”

But many Republicans also 
know that striking down the 
law could cause major reper-
cussions to the health sys-
tem. Sen. Lamar Alexander 
(R-Tenn.) said in a statement 
that while he was satisfied the 
individual mandate itself might 
be unconstitutional, “I am not 
aware of a single senator who 
said they were voting to repeal 
Obamacare when they voted 
to eliminate the individual 
mandate penalty.”

A group of Republican 
state attorneys general and 
governors filed the case, 
Texas v. United States, in 
early 2018. They charged 

See OBAMACARE, Page 8B
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The Illinois Critical Access Hospital 
Network (ICAHN) recently recog-
nized Horizon Health for its ongoing 
commitment to providing exceptional 
patient care, as well as creating a new 
one-stop shop patient services area. 
The announcements were made during 
a November ceremony in Champaign. 
The recognitions involved a 4-Star Rat-
ing and an IMPACT Award

Horizon Health achieved a 4-Star 
rating in its acute inpatient satisfaction 
scores. Scores are derived from the Hos-
pital Consumer Assessment of Health 
Plans Survey (HCAHPS). The Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services cre-
ated the HCAHPS Star Ratings to allow 
consumers to more quickly and easily 
access patient satisfaction information 
on the Hospital Compare website at 
www.medicare.gov. Star ratings also al-
low consumers to more easily compare 
hospitals.

In addition to its 4-Star rating, Hori-
zon Health was recognized as a top per-
former in all quality outcomes identified 
by the Federal Office of Rural Health 
Policy Medicare Beneficiary Quality Im-
provement Program (MBQIP). These 
quality outcomes include Patient Safe-
ty/Inpatient, Patient Engagement, Care 

Transitions and Outpatient Measures.
“We are very proud of our team for 

achieving this level of excellence in 
health quality,” said Oliver Smith, Hori-

zon Health president & CEO. “This is 
truly a team effort that recognizes our 
dedication to delivering a healthcare 

Horizon Health honored for 
their patient care and new 
patient services area

ICAHN praises Horizon Health

HORIZON HEALTH RECOGNIZED FOR OUTSTANDING CARE

Special to The Prairie Press

The delegation from Horizon Health accepted awards for providing exceptional patient care and initiating a new Patient 
Services area during a November ceremony in Champaign. Pictured, left to right, are: Tiffany Turner, vice president nursing/
chief nursing officer; Oliver Smith, president & CEO; Eunice Chaney, risk manager; Elisha Farmer, project manager; Anita Tous-
si, chief medical officer; Erin Frank, PR/marketing manager; Ned Jenison, Horizon Health board member; and Nan Dunning, 
human resources manager.

Special to The Prairie Press

Oliver Smith, president and CEO of Horizon Health, and Elisha Farmer, project 
manager for the new patient services area, accept ICAHN’s 2019 IMPACT Award at 
a November ceremony in Champaign.

See AWARDS, Page 8B
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TERRE HAUTE, Ind. 
– Babies do not come with 
owners’ manuals. While 
Union Hospital can't offer 
parents a foolproof instruc-
tion book, it does offer a 
wide variety of education-
al programs to ensure that 
moms, dads and other fam-
ily members feel well-pre-
pared to bring a new baby 
into the world.

Union Health now offers 
prepared childbirth classes 
for free.

Evening classes of five 
sessions are geared toward 
those wanting a natural 
childbirth. Classes focus 
on relaxation/breathing 
techniques for better con-
centration during labor 
and delivery. Participants 
will also learn the role of 
the labor partner, discuss 
routine hospital proce-
dures, receive information 
on birth options and med-
ications for labor, newborn 
care and a tour of the ma-
ternity unity. Massage and 
relaxation techniques will 
be incorporated. All class-
es are scheduled from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Thurs-
days Jan. 19-Feb. 6; Tues-
days Feb. 11-March10; 
Tuesdays March 24-April 
21; Thursdays April 30-
May 28; Thursdays June 
4-July 2; Thursdays July 
9-Aug. 6; Tuesdays Aug. 
11-Sept. 8; Thursdays 
Sept. 17-Oct. 15; Thurs-
days Oct. 22-Nov. 19; and 
Tuesdays Nov. 24-Dec.22.

For couples considering 
epidural during childbirth, 
single session Saturday 
classes are also available. 
Each class operates from 
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Jan. 25, 
March 21, May 16, July 25, 
Sept. 26 and Nov. 14.

Free 
childbirth 
classes 
offered 
at Union 
Health

See CLASS, Page 8B
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MUNCIE, Ind. – First, 

there was Halloween and 
all its candy. Then there was 
Thanksgiving and turkey 
and all the sides. Throw in 
holiday parties, Christmas 
dinners and New Year’s Eve 
celebrations, and the last 
two months of the year be-
comes a calorie-laden night-
mare for many Americans.

But, all hope is not lost, 
says Christy Tunnell, a 
clinical lecturer of nutrition 
and dietetics, who believes 
planning ahead is critical for 
good health during the holi-
day season.

Tunnell suggests: 
 

1. REMEMBER THAT NOT ALL 
PARTY FOOD IS CREATED 
EQUAL

“The holidays bring lots 
of gatherings and are often 
filled with high sugar and 
high fat foods,” Tunnell 
said. “The key is to fill your 
plate with enough healthy 
options to feel full, yet still 
leave room for smaller 
servings of some decadent 
foods. Try to fill 80 percent 
of your holiday plate with 
greens, vegetables and fruit, 
and allow yourself 20 per-
cent indulgence.”

She also advises that 
when it’s a potluck gather-
ing, bring one’s own healthy 
choice.  

“That way you know 
there will be something 
delicious and healthy to fill 
up on. Don’t deprive your-
self, though. The holidays 
should be about enjoying 
friends and family, and that 
includes indulging in great 
grandma’s famous cheese-
cake brownies.”
2. DON'T SKIP MEALS

“Sometimes people try to 
save calories for later, if they 

Nutrition 
expert 
gives 
advice on 
health, 
holidays

See HEALTHY, Page 8B
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that when Congress eliminat-
ed the financial penalty for not 
having insurance as part of its 
2017 tax bill, it rendered the 
rest of the health law moot. That 
is because the 2012 Supreme 
Court decision upholding the 
law said it was the tax that made 
the law constitutional, since the 
ACA relied on appropriate tax-
ing powers given to Congress 
through the Constitution.

Legal scholars on both sides 
say that logic is flawed, but, in 
December 2018, U.S. District 
Judge Reed O’Connor, of the 
Northern District of Texas, 
ruled the entire law unconsti-
tutional.

The Trump administration, 
meanwhile, has taken several 
positions on the case. Last year, 
it told the lower court it did not 
believe eliminating the tax re-
quired the entire law to be de-
clared void.

But Justice Department 
officials said they supported 
striking down the provisions of 
the law most closely tied to the 
tax penalty: the ones requiring 
insurance companies to sell 
coverage to people with pre-
existing health conditions and 

not charge them more. Those 
are among the most popular 
provisions of the law. Demo-
crats’ success in taking back the 
House in last year’s midterm 
elections was largely credited to 
consumers’ fears of losing that 
provision when Republicans 
threatened to repeal the health 
law in 2017.

After the lower court ruling, 
however, the administration 
decided to support the GOP 
plaintiffs. In March, a Justice 
Department spokeswoman 
said officials had, “determined 
that the district court’s com-
prehensive opinion came to 
the correct conclusion and will 
support it on appeal.”

That left a group of Demo-
cratic state attorneys general to 
defend the law, led by Becerra, 
along with the U.S. House of 
Representatives, which voted 
in January, after Democrats for-
mally took over the majority, to 
join the lawsuit.

But in July, the administra-
tion’s position shifted again. 
In a filing with the court, its 
attorneys argued that perhaps 
the health law should be inval-
idated only in the GOP states 
that are suing rather than in 
all states. It is unclear how that 
would work.
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“This is a great opportunity 
for our community to attend 
the classes and prepare for la-

bor,” said Crystal Keith, Nurs-
ing Case Manager in the Moth-
er Baby Unit. “Attendees will 
gain confidence in their ability 
to give birth, have an opportu-
nity to voice fears/ concerns 
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if they know they have big 
parties coming up,” Tunnell 
said. “This is a no-no. You may 
actually be setting yourself up 
to binge later. You'll be extra 
hungry and have an increased 
craving for sugars and fats.”

She advises that maintaining 
a balanced blood sugar level 
helps make sure one does not 
overeat. One hour before the 
party, try to eat a balanced 
snack (a mixture of protein and 

carbohydrate).  
Maintain a normal eating 

schedule, but make the meals 
20 percent smaller, to give the 
option of indulging in some 
party foods, Tunnell said.
3. WATCH OUT FOR PORTION 
DISTORTION

“Trying just a bite or two of 
higher calories items allows 
you to get all the flavor, but a 
fraction of the calories,” she 
said. “Choosing a smaller plate 
can also help you keep your 
portions small. Sitting down 
with your plate and practicing 

HEALTHY
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and get their questions an-
swered by a certified childbirth 
educator.”

Breastfeeding classes are 
also offered as a free resource 
at Union Health. The class pro-
vides new and expectant par-
ents information, support and 
instruction on breastfeeding. 
Class dates are: Jan. 11, Feb. 1, 
March 21, April 4, May 2, June 
20, July 11, Aug. 1, Sept. 12, 
Oct. 3, Nov. 7 and Dec. 12.

Registration one week be-
fore a class begins is required. 

Call or email childbirth ed-
ucator Jenny Wright at (812) 
238-4985 or jrwright@uhhg.
org. Registration can also be 
done online at myunionhealth.
org/maternityclasses.

experience of which our pa-
tients and staff can be proud.”

ICAHN’s 2019 IMPACT 
Award went to Horizon Health 
for creating its new patient 
services area. The area allows 
patients to register for testing, 
obtain insurance authorization, 

request copies of medical re-
cords, pay bills, and much more 
– all in one convenient location. 
Patient services is centrally lo-
cated between Paris Commu-
nity Hospital and Paris Clinic.

“Establishing a comprehen-
sive patient services area will 
take us to a new level of provid-
ing excellent customer service,” 
Smith said.

Elisha Farmer, manager for 
the project, added: “Previous-
ly, a patient had to navigate to 
three different areas of the hos-
pital if they wanted to register, 
request medical records and 
talk to a financial assistance co-
ordinator. This streamlines the 
process for patients by having 
all patient-related services in 
one area.”

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

While Botox may be most 
known for its use in reducing 
the appearance of facial wrin-
kles, it is also used to treat a 
number of other health con-
ditions, including painful and 
recurring headaches.

At Horizon Health, certi-
fied pain management pro-
fessionals administer Botox 
injections to decrease the 
symptoms and frequency of 
chronic migraine headaches. 
Botox, a protein, is effective 
in relaxing the muscles of the 
face, head and neck, providing 
a reduction in the symptoms 
of chronic migraine for three 
months at a time, said Adam 
Schneider, certified registered 
nurse anesthetist (CRNA) 
and pain management provid-
er at Horizon Health.

“Botox treatments are safe 

and effective for reducing – 
and even preventing – chron-
ic migraines,” Schneider said. 
“The injections enter the 
nerve endings, blocking the 
release of chemicals involved 
in pain transmission to the 
brain.”

According to the Interna-
tional Headache Society, a 
chronic migraine is a headache 
that occurs on 15 or more days 
a month, for more than three 
months. Migraine sufferers 
often experience a throbbing 
or pulsating pain that usually 
begins on one side of the head. 
The person also may be sen-
sitive to light, sound or smell, 
and experience nausea and/or 
vomiting.

Nearly 40 million Ameri-
cans have migraines. Women 
are roughly three times more 
likely to experience them than 
men. The Federal Drug Ad-

ministration approved the use 
of Botox for chronic migraines 
in 2010.

Candidates for Botox treat-
ments include men or women 
who experience more than 15 
headache days a month, eight 
of which are migraines, Schnei-
der said. 

“A thorough history of your 
headache symptoms will be 
completed to determine if the 
treatment that is right for you,” 
said Schneider.

Botox treatments are per-
formed in Horizon Health’s 
Pain Management Clinic. A 
treatment takes about 15 min-
utes to complete and involves 
several injections with a very 
small needle. A second treat-
ment is given 12 weeks later. 
Depending on individual re-
sults, treatments may contin-
ue every 12 weeks thereafter.

“Headache symptoms typ-

ically start to decrease about 
two weeks after the first treat-
ment,” Schneider said. “Typi-
cal results include a 50 percent 
decrease in headache severity 
and headache days after two 
rounds of Botox treatment.”

Botox treatments at Horizon 
Health are provided by certi-
fied registered nurse anesthe-
tists who are specially trained 
in pain management. They are 
Adam Schneider, Lee Webber 
and Scott Williamson.

A medical referral is not 
required to receive Botox for 
migraines, but is preferred, 
Schneider said. Treatments are 
covered by all major insurance 
carriers, including Medicare 
and Medicaid.

For more information 
about Botox for migraines, 
call the Horizon Health Pain 
Management Clinic at 217-
466-4226.

Horizon Health is treating migraines with Botox

mindful eating encourages you 
to slow down and enjoy your 
food. It will also allow your 
body the 20 minutes or so to 
register that you are full.”
4. WATCH WHAT YOU DRINK

“If you want to maintain 
your waistline, limiting your 
consumption of high calorie 
beverages is a great place to 
start,” Tunnell said. “A cup of 
egg nog can be about 225 cal-
ories, and a cup of hot buttered 
rum can run up to 300 calories. 
That's a lot of extra calories and 
you'll likely still be hungry. In 
addition, alcohol lowers your 
inhibitions, making it more 
likely that you'll overindulge 
and ditch your nutrition plan.”

She also advises that fla-
vored sparkling water can be a 
great go-to.  

“It is festive and tastes great. 
If you choose to have alcohol, 
try ‘nursing’ your drink and 
having a glass of water after 
each drink. Studies have found 
that when people drink more 
water throughout the day, they 
eat fewer total calories. Aim for 
a minimum of 64 ounces per 
day. “
5. COMMIT TO MAKING HEALTHY 
MEALS AND SNACKS AT HOME

“You may have a dozen hol-
iday parties to attend between 

Special to The Prairie Press

Adam Schneider, certified registered nurse anesthetist and 
pain management provider at Horizon Health, administers 
Botox treatments to Kelly Milbourn who suffers from migraine 
headaches.

Christmas and New Year's 
Eve, but when you are at 
home, make good healthy 
meals,” Tunnell said. “ Feel-
ing energized during the 
holidays is just as much 
about getting the right nu-
trients into your body, as it 
is about keeping extra calo-
ries at bay.”

In addition, she advises 
to eat plenty of fruits, veg-
etables, and whole grains 
and drink plenty of fluids. 
Snacks should include a 
healthy protein and some 
fiber. Cut up vegetables, 
cashews, peanuts, raisins, 
boiled eggs and dark choc-
olate can all be part of a 
healthy snack plan.
6. KEEP A FITNESS ROUTINE

Tunnell said that when 
juggling social obligations, 
it’s tempting to let a training 
regime fall by the wayside. 
Keeping as much move-
ment as possible in a daily 
routine will help stave off 
unwanted pounds. At a 
minimum, aim for at least 
one structured training ses-
sion per week. 

Even a brisk walk or light 
jog for 20-30 minutes can 
give a person  some quality 
me time.
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Alco Overhead Doors
Service on all types of 
garage doors. New door sales.  
Residential & commercial
217-346-2808

Affordable House Leveling
Foundation & Crawl Space
Basements
Insured
References
217-690-7882

ROBERTS TREE SERVICE
Fall/Winter Sale. Insured, Free 
estimates.
Firewood for sale; $55.00 truck 
load delivered
217-251-1800

HOMETOWN HOME REPAIR
Get ready for winter!
Fall/Winter Sale
Insured. Free estimates.
217-251-1800

Dan’s 25 Hr Service
Lockouts
Jump Starts
Tire Changes
217-304-1544

Christmas Hours
The ETC. Shoppe
141 E. Court St.
Downtown Paris
Open every day til Dec 24
Mon-Sat: 9am-5pm
Sun: 1pm-5pm

HOOF & PAW
PET BOARDING
Phone (217)466-5488

1000’s of GUNS
up for AUCTION!

Wednesday,
January 1st 9am

2601 Lakeland Blvd
Mattoon, IL

S&W * Browning * Colt
* Winchester * Ruger
Remington * Savage *
More! (217) 273-5056

www.bauerauction.com

3-4 Bedroom House for Rent
$700/mo + deposit
Call 217-463-8800
Leave message

Nice 2 BR, 1 Bathroom, with 
garage, no pets, references 
required, $625 + deposit
Call 217-264-1379, leave 
message

FOR SALE
311 E. Madison, Great fixer 
upper,2 bdrm, 8700 sq.ft 
lot, some repairs with water 
heater, new tile in kitchen and 
a few things in the bathroom.. 
$10,900 or best offer Deed in 
hand call 264-1865

2 & 3 Bdrm. Mobile Home
gas, electric, water, can
be included in rent, dep.
Washer & dryer and AC may be 
included also.
217-463-8800, leave msg.

Affordable Senior Housing 
in Paris, IL. Rent based on 
income. One bedroom with 
washer/dryer, pet friendly. 
One month free rent. (309) 
673-2252

Freshly renovated 1 and 2 BR 
apts.  Water & trash included.  
Great location!  No pets.
217-264-9634

For Rent
1 bedroom house. phone 
217-463-8800. Leave message. 
$450.00/month plus deposit

COME SEE CHRISTMAS TREE 
WONDERLAND 
AT 407 LASALLE ST.

STATE OF ILLINOIS
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF 

THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
EDGAR COUNTY – IN 

PROBATE

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF

MARY LOUISE STRIKER, 
DECEASED.

NO. 2019-P-56

NOTICE TO HEIRS AND CLAIM 
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given of 
the death of MARY LOUISE 
STRIKER, of Paris, Illinois, who 
died on November 11, 2019. This 
includes notice to CHARLES 
HENSON and ROY ALLEN 
HENSON, whose addresses 
are unknown and any unknown 
heirs of decedent. An Order 
was entered by the Court on 
November 27, 2019, admitting 
the Will of MARY LOUISE 
STRIKER, dated September 28, 
2018, to probate appointing 
KENNETH DEAN HENSON as 
Independent Executor. Letters of 
Office as Independent Executor 
were issued to KENNETH DEAN 
HENSON, 2501 Bernice Drive, 
Champaign, Illinois 61822, 
whose attorney is E. ROBERT 
ANDERSON of Anderson Law 
Offices, 1204 North Main Street, 
P.O. Box 10, Paris, Illinois 61944.

Within forty-two (42) days after 
the date of the original order of 
admitting the Will to probate any 
heir or legatee may file a petition 
with the Court to require proof 
of the Will by testimony of the 
witnesses to the Will in open 
Court or other evidence, as 
provided in Section 6-21 of the 
Probate Act (755 ILCS 5/6-21). 
You also have the right under 
Section 8-1 of the Probate Act 
(755 ILCS 5/8-1) to contest the 
validity of the Will by filing a 
petition with the Court within six 
(6) months after admission of 
the Will to probate.

Claims against the estate may 
be filed in the office of the 
Clerk of the Court at Paris, 
Edgar County, Illinois, or with 
the representative, or both, on 
or before June 8, 2020 and any 
claim not filed within that period 
is barred. Copies of a claim filed 
with the Clerk must be mailed or 

delivered to the Executor and to 
the attorney within ten (10) days 
after it has been filed.

Kenneth Dean Henson, 
Independent Executor

By:
E. Robert Anderson

Anderson Law Offices
1204 North Main Street
P.O. Box 10
Paris, Illinois 61944-0010

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR 
THE FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 

EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 
ILLINOIS

Petitioner:

SUSAN  RAPHAEL  KING

PUBLICATION NOTICE OF 
COURT 

DATE FOR PETITION FOR 
NAME CHANGE

A Petition to change my name 
from SUSAN RAPHAEL KING 
to SUSAN RAPHAEL BROOKS 
was filed on December 10th, 
2019. A hearing on said Petition 
will be held on Friday, January 
31, 2020, at 10:00 A.M., at the 
Edgar County Courthouse, Paris, 
Illinois. 

Dated this 10th day of December, 
2019.

SUSAN RAPHAEL KING

THIS DOCUMENT PREPARED 
BY:
Larry B. Jones, ARDC #3122653
JONES & GRIFFIN LAW OFFICES, 
P.C.
110 E. Washington, P.O. Box 8
Paris, IL 61944
Telephone: (217)465-7525
Fax: (217)466-2230
larry@jonesgriffinlaw.com

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT 
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS 
EDGAR COUNTY PARIS, 

ILLINOIS 
CITY OF PARIS, 

 Plaintiff,                                  
vs.                                    

  No. 2019-MR-66
 

 JERRY D. KRAEMER JR., 
JACKIE L. KRAEMER,  FIRST 
MID BANK & TRUST F/K/A  

FIRST BANK & TRUST, 
MIDLAND FUNDING,  LLC, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS, AND 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS 

Defendants.  

LIS PENDENS NOTICE AND 
NOTICE OF COMPLAINT FOR 
ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE 

AND DEMOLITION OF UNSAFE 
BUILDINGS 

Notice is hereby given to JERRY 
D. KRAEMER JR. and JACKIE 
L. KRAEMER, that a Complaint 
has been filed in the above 
entitled cause on December 13, 
2019 requesting abatement of 
nuisance, demolition of unsafe 
buildings, and other relief. 

(i) The name of the Plaintiff and 
the case number are identified 
above. 

(ii) The Court in which said 
action was brought is identified 
above. 

(iii) The name of the title holder 
of record is JERRY D. KRAEMER 
JR. and JACKIE L. KRAEMER. 

(iv) The legal description of the 
property is: 

The North 69 feet of even width 
of the South 124 feet of even 
width of Lot No. 18 in Joseph A. 
Brown’s Heirs’ Addition to the 

City of Paris. 

PREIN: 09-18-01-379-002 

(v) Common address of subject 
real estate is: 607 Ten Broeck 
Street, Paris, IL. 

JERRY D. KRAEMER JR. 
and JACKIE L. KRAEMER, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and NON-
RECORD CLAIMANTS are served 
by publication of this Notice. 
Unless JERRY D. KRAEMER 
JR. and JACKIE L. KRAEMER, 
UNKNOWN OWNERS and 
NON-RECORD CLAIMANTS file 
an answer to the Complaint in 
this case or otherwise make 
an appearance in this case on 
or before January 21, 2020, 
a default judgment may be 
entered against such JERRY 
D. KRAEMER JR. and JACKIE 
L. KRAEMER, UNKNOWN 
OWNERS and NON-RECORD 
CLAIMANTS at any time after 
that day in accordance with 
the remedies requested in the 
Complaint. 
 
ANGELA R. BARRETT CIRCUIT 
CLERK 

FRUIN & KASH (Richard M. 
Kash, Jr.) 129 North Central 
Avenue Paris, IL 61944-1704 
Telephone: 217-465-4196 Fax: 
217-466-1213 Email: service@
fgklaw.net

Storage Express will hold public 
auctions ending on JANUARY 9, 
2020, to satisfy liens held on de-
linquent accounts located at the 
below properties and ending at 
the assigned times. The auction 
is an online auction conducted 
at www.storagetreasures.com. 
610 E. Jasper St. Paris, IL @ 
12:00PM CST: Tammy Kerrick 
(309-168); Chelsea N Julian 
(309-165); Samantha N Libka 
(309-170); Jessy L Spencer 
(309-140); Bradley Cooley 
(309-119).

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOR THE FIFTH JUDICIAL 

CIRCUIT OF ILLINOIS
EDGAR COUNTY, PARIS, 

ILLINOIS

IN THE INTEREST OF:

BABY GIRL ABERNATHY, 
Minor

CASE NUMBERS: 19-JA-21
NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

TO: Any unknown fathers of 
Baby Girl Abernathy.

Take notice that on the 15th 
day of November, 2019, a 
Petition for Neglect was filed 
under the Juvenile Court Act 
by the Edgar County State’s 
Attorney, in the Circuit Court 
of Edgar County, Paris, Illinois 
entitled In the the Interest of 
Baby Girl Abernathy, 19-JA-21 
and that in the courtroom of 
Judge Matt Sullivan, Courtroom 
1, on the second floor of the 
Edgar County Courthouse, 
Paris, Illinois, on the 7th day 
of January, 2020,at the 
hour of 1:30 p.m., or as soon 
thereafter as this case may be 
heard, a status hearing on the 
Petition for Neglect will be held 
and an Adjudicatory Hearing 
scheduled.
NOW, THEREFORE, unless you 
and All Whom It May Concern 
file your answer to the Petition 
in this action or otherwise file 
your appearance herein in the 
hearing on said date and at said 
hour show cause against the 
Petition, the allegations of the 
Petition may stand admitted 
against you and an Order or 
Judgment by Default may be 
entered against you for the relief 
asked in the Petition. You must 
also know that upon service of 
this Notice by Publication, you 
will not be entitled to further 

written or publication notice of 
proceedings in this case, except 
as required by Supreme Court 
Rule 11, which provides that no-
tice is to be sent through regular 
mail to the attorney of record of 
a party or to a party’s address of 
record with the court, when he is 
not represented by an attorney.

Dated this 19th day of 
December, 2019.

Angela R. Barrett
Clerk of the Circuit Court

CRP Sign- up
December 9 - February 28

Ask about Prairie Strips CP43
in place of end (turn) rows.

john @prairieseedfarms.com
      641-766-6790

No waiting for approval.
    Paid new practice.

CALLIE BABER 
AUCTION CO.

232 West Wood Street

Callie 217.822.3304
Shelly 217.808.0527
Matt 217.508.5200

“Have Fun, Save Money, Make Money, Shop Auctions!”
Always taking consignments! Give us a call!

**ONLINE AUCTION**
JOHN & JANE CHEESEWRIGHT OF DANA, IN.

Downsizing! (Part 2)
Primitives, Antiques, Sports Collectibles, Farm Toys & More! 

TIME & DETAILS COMING SOON!!!
Click “online bidding” calliebaberauction.com 

NOW HIRING!!!
Field Technician

South Eastern Illinois Territory
Altorfer Ag Products is looking for an experienced 
Field Technician to cover the South Eastern Illinois 

Territory1 Covers the following counties: Edgar, 
Douglas, Coles and Clark. Perform in field service 
and repairs on Terragators, Rogators, Claas Lexion 
Combines, Challenger tractors, and other CAT Ag 

products. Troubleshoot and repair  hydraulic, 
electrical and all other systems.

Come work for a stable company that values your 
hard work, offers amazing benefits and 

advancement opportunities!
Apply: at http://careers-altorfer.icims.com and 

search for Field Technician, Ag, Req No: 2019-3345

An Equal Opportunity Employer/M-F-D-V

HOUSE FOR SALEHOUSE FOR SALE
22298 N. Hwy 1  • Marshall, IL

3 Bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, approx. 1700 sq. ft. 
with working wood fireplace, 2 car 

attached garage and deck on the back.
Asking $145,000

Call (217) 826-3100 to view this home

HOUSE FOR SALEHOUSE FOR SALE House For Sale 
This property located at 505 Railroad in 

Vermilion, Illinois is a 1,667 sq. ft. 
one-story home with a half basement, 

detached 1-car garage, and a fully equipped 
woodworking shop behind the house.  House 
consists of a living room, dining room, kitch-
en, utility room, 3 bedrooms, 1 bathroom, and 

bonus room.  All appliances 
and contents of shop remain with the house. 
House has newer windows and vinyl siding. 
 Contact Jones & Griffin Law Offices at 

(217) 465-7525 for viewing.

Local Coverage 
Where You Work, 
Play & Live
Don’t miss out on the lastest news, sports, 
health, agribussiness, commerce and much 
more in your local newspaper!

Subscribe TODAY!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris • www.prairiepress.net

217-921-3216 • bookkeeper@prairiepress.net

In Print & Online

Serving Edgar County since 1848

101 N. Central Ave., Paris
217-921-3216

In print. Online. On-the-go.In print. Online. On-the-go.
Just the way you like it.

REUSE
the news
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Puzzles

Across
1. Increase, with “up”
5. Gaucho’s weapon
9. Fix, in a way
13. “Mi chiamano Mimi,” e.g.
14. Elliptical
15. Affirm
16. Casual 
18. Conventions
19. Casual name
20. Ribbon holder
22. Follower of Mary
25. Sign out
28. Furniture in some churches
32. Forever, poetically
33. Bisect
34. Object of many prayers
36. “___ lost!”
37. Eye
38. Apportion
39. ___ lamp
40. Australian runner
41. Botch
42. Macho guys (hyphenated)
43. People who play bass
45. Development of individual organism
47. Call for
48. Greek sandwich
49. Controlled 
51. Admission
56. Abreast (of)
58. Slight possibility
61. Deserved
62. Exclusive
63. Big laugh
64. The America’s Cup trophy, e.g.
65. Cowboy boot attachment
66. Dresden’s river

Down
1. Call at first
2. Barber’s job

3. Cork’s country
4. Hail Mary, e.g.
5. Dwarfed, ornamental tree
6. Egg cells
7. Break out
8. Brews
9. Butt of jokes
10. Charades, e.g.
11. Absorbed, as a cost
12. “Absolutely!”
15. Peanut butter choice
17. Spanish symbol
21. Fold

23. Breakfast, lunch and dinner
24. English dog breed
26. Odd
27. State marked by tonic 
contractions
28. One of the friends on 
“Friends”
29. Another name for Rag and 
bone man
30. To draw
31. “The Three Faces of ___”
35. Bats
38. Bridal path
39. Chair part

CROSSWORD

41. Drudged
42. Likker
44. Cup holder
46. One who is not drawing
 freehand
50. Makeshift bed (British)
52. Attention
53. Carbon compound
54. Fink
55. Arid
56. “___ we having fun yet?”
57. Handle clumsily
59. Coxcomb
60. Bird ___

CROSSWORD ANSWERS ON PAGE 9B

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

EnerStar Electric Coopera-
tive is offering several upcom-
ing opportunities to area stu-
dents that include scholarships 
for college and an all-expense 
paid trip to Washington, D.C. 

Three types of scholarships 
are available. The Thomas H. 
Moore IEC Memorial Schol-
arship Program has 11 schol-
arships valued at $2,000. Six 
scholarships will be awarded 

to sons or daughters of Illinois 
electric co-op members, four 
to students enrolling full time 
at a two-year Illinois commu-
nity college who are the sons 
or daughters of Illinois electric 
co-operative members, em-
ployees or directors and one 
scholarship to a child of an Il-
linois electric co-op employee 
or director.

This is a statewide schol-
arship program sponsored 
by Illinois electric coopera-

tives and the Association of 
Illinois Electric Cooperatives 
(AIEC). For more details and 
to apply online, visit the com-
munity section at enerstar.
com. Applications are due 
Dec. 31.

Popularly known as the 
Lineworker’s Scholarship, The 
LaVern and Nola McEntire 
Lineworker’s scholarship is a 
$2,000 scholarship to help pay 
the costs to attend lineworker’s 
school conducted by the AIEC 

in conjunction with Lincoln 
Land Community College at 
Springfield.

Individuals who have served 
or are serving in the armed 
forces or National Guard and 
children of co-op members, 
employees or directors or are 
all eligible to apply for this 
scholarship. Go to the com-
munity section at enerstar.com 
to apply. Applications are due 
April 30, 2020.

 A Luck of The Draw schol-

EnerStar Electric offers scholarships and educational trips to students
arship offers an opportunity 
for high school seniors, college 
students and co-op members 
to complete their education. 
Five lucky winners will receive 
a $250 scholarship. A simple 
application must be completed 
and returned to the EnerStar 
office by March 25, and the 
applicant must attend the 2020 
Annual Meeting of Members 
March 28, when the five lucky 
winners are randomly selected. 
The applicant’s primary resi-
dence must be at a home that 
receives electric service from 
EnerStar Electric Cooperative. 
More details to come in Janu-
ary.

EnerStar Electric is seeking 
two students to represent the 
co-op March 31 in Springfield 

for Youth Day and June 19-26 
in Washington, D.C. for Youth 
Tour, sponsored by EnerStar 
Electric and coordinated by 
the AIEC. Winners must at-
tend both events. School and 
sports schedules may interfere 
with some students but all in-
terested parties are encouraged 
to apply and will be included 
in the evaluation for the final 
decision.  

More information about the 
youth tour and applications are 
available at enerstar.com/con-
tent/youth-tour. Applications 
are due Jan. 31. Jerad Lawson 
of Paris and Dylan Herrington 
of Dennison attended the 2019 
Youth Tour. Both had a great 
time and encourage students 
to apply.

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – 
With families traveling for 
the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays, the Terre Haute 
Children’s Museum is bring-
ing some extra holiday cheer 
with special hours and activi-
ties.

The Museum's Education 
Team will host these pro-
gramming events throughout 
the week:
Baby Explorer: Sounds 

of the Season – Baby Explorer 
is for ages 0-2 and their care-
giver and help the little ones 
with socialization skills and 
gives parents an opportunity 
to meet other parents. This 
session shakes and jingles with 
holiday fun. Pre-registration is 
required for Baby Explorer 
9:30 a.m. Dec. 21. 
Elf Games: Train to be 

a 1st Class Elf  – Everybody 
knows about reindeer games 
that help train Santa's favor-
ite animals, but now museum 
visitors can participate in Elf 
Games and train as one of 
Santa's elves. Navigate through 
the museum and master all 
four challenges: an elf obstacle 
course to test fitness levels; a 
new present delivery method 
of catapulting packages; and 
experiment with robots to see 
if they can be of assistance to 
Santa at the Elf Tech station. 
Those who complete all of the 
challenges earn an elf badge. 
Elf Games are offered 11 a.m.-
3 p.m. Dec. 21, 23, 26, 27, 28 
and 30. The activity is includ-
ed with admission
New Year's Noon – Mid-

night might be too late for the 
little ones to ring in the new 
year so the Children’s Muse-
um moves the clock ahead to 
party. The museum opens at 
10 a.m. to make crowns and 
noisemakers, for ringing in 
the New Year at the stroke 
of noon with a ball drop and 
dance party. Even though the 

Dec. 31 activity starts at 10 
a.m. and the ball drop is noon 
the museum remains open for 
play until 2 p.m. The activity is 
included with the admission 
price and is free for museum 
members.
Hands on Science: Awe-

some Igloos – Who knew 
there was science behind ig-
loos? Explore how igloos work 
and use engineering skills to 
build one. This activity is 11 
a.m.-3 p.m. Jan. 2, 3 and 4 with 
extended hours from 5-8 p.m. 
Jan. 3 as part of the First Fri-
day celebration. Participation 
is included with regular muse-
um admission. 

Holiday hours of operation 
for the Terre Haute Children’s 
Museum are:  
Dec. 21, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 

ropes course 9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.
Dec. 22, museum closed
Dec. 23, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 

ropes course 9:30 a.m.–3:30 
p.m.
Dec. 24, museum closed.
Dec. 25, museum closed.
Dec. 26, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 

ropes course 9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.
Dec. 27, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 

ropes course 9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.
Dec. 28, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 

ropes course 9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.
Dec 29, noon-5 p.m.; 

ropes course 12:30 p.m.-3:30 
p.m.
Dec. 30, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 

ropes course 9:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m.
Dec. 31, New Year's 

Noon Celebration, 10 a.m.-2 
p.m.; ropes course closed.
Jan. 1, museum closed.
Jan. 2, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; ropes 

course 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Jan. 3, 9 a.m.-8 p.m.; ropes 

course 9:30 a.m.-6:30 p.m.
Jan. 4, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; ropes 

course 9:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Jan. 5, noon-5 p.m.; ropes 

course 12:30 p.m.-3:30 p.m.

Museum holiday schedule

SPECIAL TO THE PRAIRIE PRESS

TERRE HAUTE, Ind. – The 
Maple Center for Integrative 
Health Nonprofit is hosting a 
six-week Tai Chi class series 
from 6-7 p.m. on Wednesdays 
from Jan. 22 to Feb. 26.

Tai Chi is a low impact form 
of exercise that involves a series 
of slow, focused movements, 
accompanied by deep breath-
ing. It is a self-paced, gentle 
form of physical exercise and 
stretching. Classes are led 
by certified instructor Steve 
Walden, who has 25 years of 
experience in the medical field, 
two master ranks in martial arts 
and is a teacher of Yang, Sun 
and Chen Tai Chi.

According to the Mayo Clin-
ic, regular physical exercise can 

help those coping with chron-
ic illness and can help those 
struggling with depression and 
anxiety.

All classes are in the Larry 
P. Fleschner Memorial Class-
room, Suite 400, at The Maple 
Center, 1801 N. Sixth Street, 
Terre Haute. Cost is $30 for the 
six-week class. Scholarships are 
available, through private do-
nors, for those in need of finan-
cial assistance. A scholarship 
form may be obtained online 
at www.themaplecenter.org or 
at the center. 

Participants must be age 18 
or older and wear comfortable 
clothing for the class.

Registration can be done 
online at www.themaplecen-
ter.org or by calling 812-234-
8733.

Maple Center offers Tai Chi 
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Paris Community Theater
COMING THIS SUMMER!

We would once again offer our 
sincerest gratitude for embracing 

our busy second year!

WHAT A YEAR!

www.pariscommunitytheater.com

Paris Community Theatre

COMING THIS SUMMER

We are looking forward to 

2020!

peace
Let It Grow!

joy
Let It Grow!

love
Let It Grow!

As another holiday 
season comes into 
bloom, we’d like to 
share our sincere best 
wishes with each and 
every one of you.

We couldn’t pick better 
friends and neighbors. 
Thank you for nurturing 
our success with your 
kindness and support.

217-465-4048 713 Clinton Rd. • Paris, IL

The Prairie Press has a direct connection to Santa’s Workshop.  
Children from all over Edgar County wrote letters to Santa,  
so we’re also sharing them with our dear readers.  We’d like  

to thank the teachers and elementary schools that helped get these requests  
to the Main Elf himself. 

The kids of Edgar County assure Santa that they've been (mostly) nice. It 
is the Press's professional opinion that no one will find coal in their stock-
ing this year, which means local children can expect to see their wishes 
come true with Nerf guns, Pokémon, hoverboards, makeup,  slime kits and 
LOL Dolls. The more adventurous want dirt bikes and archery supplies. We 
don't yet know if Santa can deliver all the iPhones requested. 

Many local kids would love to find a puppy or kitten under the tree. Elves 
are also a popular wish list item this year, although their ideal habitat is the 
North Pole so it's unlikely any will choose to move to Illinois. 

Generous students also took the 
time to ask for presents for their 
friends and family, including a 
necklace for Mom and new tools for 
Grandpa.

We are not the world’s worst 
editors; we simply chose to print the letters just 
as they are written, misspellings and all. Since we don’t have the talent 
of elves and elementary teachers to read all the scribbles, we apologize 
if something has been transcribed incorrectly. Rest assured, even if our 
editors couldn’t read it — Santa knows. 

Again, thanks to the teachers and students who supply us with these 
amazing and thought-provoking letters. We hope they get readers into the 
holiday spirit. Merry Christmas.

Christmas wishes from Edgar County

We want to wish all our friends 

and relatives a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Thank you for supporting us!

Redmon Pit Stop

Tonya Vitez

KANSAS CUSD #3
ANNE HAPP, 2ND GRADE

Dear Santa,
I want a tablet and Pokemon cards 
GX. How can your elves build so 
fast?
Love you,
Xzavier

Dear Santa,
Can I please have Pokemon, Santa 
Claus and a Pokemon case? Would 
you please get me a Pokemon card 
GX and Henry a GX and Nathan 
a GX?
Love,
Dylan

Dear Santa,
Santa, I hope you are doing good? 
I hope your reindeer are doing 
good. Get Henry a Charzar. I want a 

Charzar. I want a Rikachu GX card. I 
want a Pikachu GX.
Love,
Nathan

Dear Santa,
You’re the best. I want a Hover-
board. I want Pokemon cards and 
NBA cards and books and clothes 
and xbox, IPhone!! I love you.
Love,
Kraz

Dear Santa,
Do the elves talk to you? I would 
like a new bunny. Can you bring an 
elf with Sparkls on Sunday?
Love,
Ella

Dear Santa,
Can I please have a Masked Singer 
calendar from last year? Can I 

please have jewelry? Can I please 
have some books? Can I please 
have the Adams Family and the Toy 
Story 4 Movies?
Love,
Harper

Dear Santa,
Hello Santa! Why aren’t the other 
reindeer famouse? May I have 100 
Pokemon cards please and an elf.
Love,
Denim

Dear Santa,
I would like a LOL Big Surprise Doll. 
I want a Hatchimals.
Love,
Katelynn

Dear Santa,
You’re my favorite. My elf Rootie 
is so so cute and sweet and nice. I 
love your red suit. You’re the best 
to me. I love you and your elves and 
everybody in the North Pole. 
Love,
Jenna, I’m 7 years old

Dear Santa,
Why does Rudolf have a red nose? 
Is it because he glides? That’s what 
I think. I guess it is a cherry. That’s 
all. But I really want a Nintendo 
Switch. 
Love,
Henry

Dear Santa,
Hey Santa. The Best man is back 
Santa! Can I have the Nerf Ultra. 
And all of the Pokemon cards in 
the world. Please. And a german 
shepherd please.
Love,
Jaxson

Dear Santa,
Hello, what is one of your elf’s 
name? I want Pokemon and I want 
a phone too. I like your suit and I 
want a Nintendo Switch.
Love,
Kyson

Dear Santa,
I love you and your elves and your 
reindeer. I would like a tablet, three 
friendship bracelets and necklaces 
and a necklace for my mom.
Love,
Kennedee

Dear Santa,
I wonder how you’re elf is doing. I 
want 60 Pokemon cards. How is 
Mrs. Claus?
Love,
Jason

Dear Santa,
We are thankfull for you because 
you give us a lot of stuff and this is 
why we are thanking you because 
you do a lot of work and have a 
good day.
Love,
Ryder

LEEANN NICHOLSON, 1ST 
GRADE

Dear Santa,
How aru you doing? How is roduf 
doing? I want Boots for Crismis. I 
want a nrf gun for Crismas. Thank 
you and have a happy Crismas
Love,
Cooper

Dear Santa,
Santa Cloz you are my fav! I wunt a 
JoJo dol. I wunt JoJo bows. I wunt a 
JoJo micmfon. I wunt a wund-
wrmim monstruck. I wunt a JoJo 
shoes. Hay Santa I hop you have a 
happy holiday.
Love,
Lacey

Dear Santa,
I Love you Santa. Can you bram me 
a JoJo dol. I want a toy Ev. I want a 
JoJo bow. Can you bram me a Mal 
and Ev dol. Happy Holidays!
Love,
Danica

Dear Santa,
I Love you Santa. Tonuit I want 
Kido Kids. I would like a JoJo Doll. 

I would like a toy car. I would like a 
EVE Doll. I would like a  Audrey Doll.
MeRRy Christms.
Love,
Ally

Dear Santa,
I like you. Will you come at nite? 
How are you doing on the list? I 
would like a hugbl wooddy. I would 
like buss lite youre and his crime.
Love,
Corbin H.

Dear Santa,
How is Roodof the red nose rane 
Dear. I would like Slime and a toy 
kar and Buzz lithgyeere and woody. 
Santa your the best
Love,
Rylan

Dear Santa,
How is Roodof doing. I hope that 
you like our cookes. Can I have 
a computr. I would like a blue 
modrsicl.
Love,
Curtis

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I want a trex 
for Christmas. I also want a phone. 
Have a safe travel at Christmas.
Love,
Corbin S.

Dear Santa,
Your my friend. May I have a toy car 
and sum slime. Your the best
Love,
Deacon I am 6

SHILOH ELEMENTERY 
SCHOOL
JAMIE EASTIN, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa,
How do reindeer fly. Thank you for 
the toy trains that don’t look real. 
Please bring me some real toy 
trains. Be safe flying. 
Love,
Ralph

Dear Santa,
How is there so many santas? 
Thank you for the endoaptor Last 
year. I would Like a bendy toy this 
year. I love you!
Thank you,
Owen

Dear Santa,
Why do you bring your elves to our 
house? Thank you for my excavator 
last year. I would like a gooseneck 
toy. I love you!
Love,
Brantley

Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? Thank you 
for my unicorn pillow last year. I 
would like slime. I love you.
Love,
Khloe

Dear Santa,
How old are you Santa? Thank 
you for my Romeo’s Lab. I want a 
remote control shark. Do not eat 
too mine cukes.
Luve,
Markus

Drawing by Jenna, 2nd grade, Kansas CUSD #3.



Merry 
From our family to yours. 

Paris Community Hospital
721 E. Court Street
Paris, IL
(217) 465-4141

Paris Clinic
727 E. Court Street
Paris, IL
(217) 465-8411

Chrisman Clinic
112 W. Madison Avenue
Chrisman, IL
(217) 269-2394

Oakland Clinic
5 S. Walnut Street
Oakland, IL
(217) 346-2353

EZ Care — Paris
1 Phipps Lane
Paris, IL
(217) 463-4340

EZ Care — Marshall
1620 N. IL Hwy 1
Marshall, IL
(217) 826-3299

Senior Care
15323 US Hwy 150
Paris, IL
(217) 466-4170

Christmas
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Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

MEMBER FDIC

Merry Christmas & 
Many Happy Returns!

Wishing you a holiday season rich in joy, 
friendship, peace and prosperity.

Thanks for banking on us! We appreciate your trust and support, 
and we will continue to put our customers first in 2018 and beyond.

www.longviewbt.com
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Filled With Our Gratitude

	  
116 West Court Street 

Paris, IL
(217) 465-8455

   Steve Benefiel R.PH                  Dustin Melton, R.PH.
Denise Allanson, R.PH    Missy Speicher, PharmD

Jackie Owen, PharmD

We’d like to give your our well wishes for a happy and healthy holiday season. 
We feel deeply honored to have your friendship and trust. Thanks!
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Dear Santa,
How does Santa see us? Thanks 
For coming to my house Last year. 
CouLd you bring me same Hot 
Wheel cars?
Love,
Saydin

Dear Santa,
Is Rudlph real? Thank you for the 
skooter. I want a cat Please. Have a 
gooD trip.
love,
Savannah S.

Dear Santa,
How can you fly? Thank you for the 
remote control car. Please bring 
me a dirt bike. Be careful and don’t 
eat to many cookies.
Love,
Parker

Dear Santa,
What Do Yeur elves do? Thank you 
for giving me nail polish last year. 
Don’t eat too many cookies!
Love,
Savannah R.

Dear Santa,
How Does Your elves fly? Thank 
you for a gumball machine last 

year. I would like a blue remote 
jeep. Be good!
Love,
Tinley

Dear Santa,
How Do you fly? Thank you for the 
Hot wheels last year. I would like 
farming stuff with a grain cart.
Love,
Prestynn

Dear Santa,
Do your elves help you? Thank you 
for the combine last year. I would 
like a tractor and wagon.
Love,
Bryce

Dear Santa,
How many elves do you have? 
Thank you for my makeup Box. 
I would like clothes, a elf, a 
Bookbag, and a lunchBox and a 
Stupht Animal. Don’t eat to many 
cookies!
Love,
Sawyer 

Dear Santa,
How Are you? Thank you For the 
XBOX Last Year. I would Like a 
chainsaw this year.
Your friend,
JAXON

Dear Santa,
Does the north pole have candy? 
Thank you for my Nintendo switch 
last year. I would like a pup. Have a 
safe trip.
Love,
Sophia

Dear Santa,
How is the North Pole doing? 
Thank you For the candY last Year. I 
WANT a laptop This Christmas. I’ve 
been verY Good this Year. I wish You 
a safe trip.
Love,
Aubry

Dear Santa,
Do you like cats? I would like a 
phone. I would like a laptop. Don’t 
eat too many cookies!
Love,
Zoe

Dear Santa,
What Do you Do? How is the North 
pole? Thank you for The Toy last 
year. I would like a toy pony. I love 
you!
Love,
Alexis

Dear Santa,

Do you like DECEMBER? Thank 
you for billy last year. I would like 
Mickey mouse as Big as me. Good 
luck.
Your friend,
Gwen

Dear Santa,
Do you love elves? Thank you for 
the candy. I would like a bike this 
year. Be Safe and take medicine.
Your favorite,
Faythann

Dear Santa,
How old are you? Thank you for the 
BaBY doll last year. I would like a 
bottle For my baby doll. Do not eat 
too much cookies.
Love your Friend,
AVA

SANDY MOSES, 2ND GRADE

Dear Santa,
How are you? How are you elves? 
I’ve been good in school I want a 
fortnite toy and an x-box
Sincerely,
From David

Dear Santa,
I hope every thing is good. I hope 
the elves are’t behind. I hope thing 
is just fine. I’ve been good. Me and 
my dad have’t got a deer together. 
I want clothes. I want good luck. I 
want a cool hat. 
Sincerely,

Garestan
Dear Santa,
I hope you are having fun at the 
North Pole with your elves. I hope 
the reindeer and Rudolph are very 
happy. I am being good at school, 
and I was helping Mom and Dad 
build the Christmas trees and 
decorations. I want a John Deere 
combine that has track wheels and 
different kinds of headers. I want a 
John Deere auger kart with a pipe 
that moves. I want a semi harvest 
trailer.
Sincerely,
Keagan

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy. I want a 
remote control boat, a little track 
tractor, a little quad track tractor, 
a big srevis truck, and a big grave-
digr remote control for Christmas. 
I will give you cookies and milk.
Love,
Kane

Dear Santa,
Hope you had a good year. I hope 
your elvs have not been too naugh-
ty. Thank you for my presents from 
last year. I love bike. I want a dog. 
Think I have been good. elvs have 
been good at my house. 
Love,
Leah

Dear Santa,
How are you Are your elves good 

Drawing by Leah, 2nd grade, Shiloh Elementery School.
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AUTO  |   HOME  |   LIFE  |   HEALTH  |   FARM  |   COMMERCIAL  |   WORKERS COMPENSATION  |   BONDS
Dimond Bros
Insurance Since 1867

111 Sheriff St.  |  Paris, IL 61944 
217.465.5041  |  DimondBros.com

Follow Us on Facebook:
facebook.com/dimondbros

WISHING 
YOU A MERRY 

CHRISTMAS 
AND A HAPPY 

NEW YEAR
FROM ALL OF US AT  

DIMOND BROS. INSURANCE

Princeton - Rochelle

Amboy - Centralia- Carlinville - Carmel
Pecatonica - Pontiac

Danville - Effingham - Elmhurst - Fairbury 

Oakland - Kankakee -Oshkosh Forreston - Freeport - Granite City - Herscher - Jacksonville 

Kewanee -  Litchfield - Marion - Mattoon - Mazon -Peru

Mt. Vernon - Mt. Zion - Nashville 

Valley - Springfield - Taylorville - Woodlawn

Paris

Savoy

Arcola

Ohio

Fond du Lac - New Holstein- 

Dimond Financial Consultants, LLC
Ben Lueken

208 E. Jasper St., Paris IL  •  217-465-8562

Thank you for being such great customers and friends. We 
really appreciate your support, and we look forward to 

serving you again soon in the New Year.

Merry Christmas & 
Many Happy Returns!

Merry Christmas!

and Wishes for a Prosperousand Wishes for a Prosperous
New YearNew Year

Edgar County Fair Board of Directors
Mary Lou, Mary Liz, Terri, Bruce, Rick, Tracy, Carol, Dale, Diane, 

Mark, Shannon, Kyle, Brad & Justin

www.edgarcountyfair.com - July 18-25, 2020

Merry ChristmasMerry ChristmasHow do you go to every single 
house on one night? Will you bring 
one elf with you? I would like an 
Xbox X and th Ner machine gun.
Sincerely,
Jeffrie

Dear Santa,
How are you doing I hope you 
are Thank you for the presents. 
Santa thank you for the Xbox one. 
How are your elves. How are the 
reindeer. I want a big car. Can I get 
some slime.
Love,
Braxton

Dear Santa,
I loved you from the strte because 
you have given me toys. I have 
been a good boy so people give me 
some toys  This is my Christmas 
list. I want a dirt bike, a hoverboard, 
an Xbox1, and a remote control 
Lamborghini that has gold wheels.
Sincerely,
Gunner

Dear Santa,
I Love you I need you I hop the 
wether is good there I Love you 
before the strt This is my wish list 
I wish for a pupy I wish for a citin I 
wish for a bule tablit
Sissle Jackson Kraemer

Dear Santa,
How are your elves doing? How 
have your reindeer been? Thanks 
for the presents for last year. I want 
video games. art supplies. Lego 
sets. paJamas. Nerf guns. books. 
cloths.
Sincerely,
Joseph

Dear Santa,
I am having a good year. How are 
you doing? I been good this year. 
thank you for everything last year. 
I hope this year I will get a doll and 
LPS an LoL doll.
Sincerely,
Asah

Dear Santa,
How are you? I hope that you are 
feelling well and I hope Mrs. Claus 
is feelling well too I have been good 
at school and at home too if your 
elves can make me a Lego set, 
thank you.
Love,
Landon

Dear Santa,
How are you doing up there? Is 
it cold? It cold down here Happy 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

I want a LoL doll. I want a elf. I want 
a Rudolph
Love,
Layke

Dear Santa,
I hope you and the others are feel-
ing very well I wish for some train 
set pieces and tracks the train set 
game I have been good and thank 
you for the toys and other stuf.
Sincerely,
Devan

Dear Santas,
How have you been? I am trying 
hard to be good. I have been 
keeping Frosty good. How have the 
elves been? I Loved the presents 
Last year. 
Sincerely,
Briar P

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? When are you 
going to send your elves home? 
How are your reideer? I want 
Legos.
Merry Chrismas
Brendan

Dear Santa,
Are you and Mrs. Claus , doing 
well? I hope you are. The elves are 
probaly working. The weather is 
cold. I’m doing well in schooll. I 
want an lol doll and art supplies. 
also barbie shoes.
Sincerely,
Lily

Dear Santa,
How are you today? Are your elves 
working on toys? Is Mrs. Claus 
making hot chocolate? I am trying 
to be nice at school. I want a dog I 
want a toy car and legos
Love,
Bryer

Dear Santa Claus,
Who do you think has been 
naughty at Shiloh School? Who do 
you think has been nice? It’s okay if 
I don’t get any toys this year. These 
are 3 things I want for Chirstmas: 
Nintdeo switch, a sleigh, and some 
dark red lipstick.
Sincrely,
Emma

Dear Santa,
I’m so Nice to every kide in mi class 
the first think I want is a remote 
control Lamborghini the second 
thing I want is a remote control 
Charger
Love
Keith

Dear Santa,
I want a puppy and a toy dolphin. I 
also want a stuffed animal to play 
with.
Love,
Makynlei

CHRISMAN GRADE 
SCHOOL
TARA SERIPINUS, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? How are 
you? I am excited for Christmas! 
I want race cars. I want a pulling 
truck and tractor with the sled.
Love,
Brantley

Dear Santa,
How is Rudolph? I have been good 
this year. How is the North pole? I 
want a new pair of shoes and a doll.
Love,
Adilynn

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I cant wait for 
Christmas. I want a remote control 
semi a toy taxi and a helicopter.
Love,
Connor R.

Dear Santa,
How are you? I hope I am on the 
nice I want a bow and arrow. I want 
a toy scope gun and a toy nife.
Love,
Tyler

Dear Santa,
How are you and the reindeer? I 
hope I have been good this year. 
Will you bring me dirt bike boots? 
I want a big truck. I also want a 
big dart gun. I want a doll for my 
sister.
Love,
Connor H.

Dear Santa,
How is Rudolph? I have been god 
this year You make me happy. How 
is the North Pole? I want a toy doll 
and a baby Alive set I also want a 
kip bar.
Love,
Hazel

How is Rudolph? I hav been good 
this year. You are my friend. I want 
a bow and arrow please. I also want 
a nerf gun.
Love,
Conner D.

Dear Santa,
How are you? I am good. I want a 
toy tractor with a remote. I also 



Stay merry 
all season 
with a boost 
from our 
delicious 
beverage 
menu!

120 W Court Street, Paris, IL

Merry Christmas

Gift cards available! 

from our place to yours!
How sweet it is serving good people like you! 
We appreciate your visits this year and look 

forward to seeing you again, soon!
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Gladding & Blue                     
1014-548HO

217-465-8320                     

May this season of miracles bring love, light, happiness, faith and many 
wonderful surprises to you and yours. Thanks for bringing so much joy to 

our year with your visits. Friends like you make us truly grateful. 

But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. Listen, I bring you good 
news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David 

a Savior has been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a 
sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

~ Luke 2:10-12

McCulloch
Farms

We hope it’s filled with love, laughter, faith, 
friendship, health and happiness. Thanks so 
much for your companionship and business at the 
holidays and all year.

18617 E. 1500th Rd.  Paris, IL

McCulloch
Farms

Merry Christmas!Merry Christmas!

 Folks like you 
make it all 

worthwhile!

 ’Tis the season to sing, play and 
 have fun. Many good times to you 

 and yours this holiday season.

  
 

Christmas Greetings from the 
Edgar County Assessor’s Office
Deena, Wanda, David, Kathy & Nancy

Paris • 101 S. Central Ave. • 465-6381
Marshall • 610 N. Michigan Ave. • 826-6308
Martinsville • 10 E. Cumberland • 382-3430

firstmid.com

Happy Holidays!
First Mid wishes you

and a Joyful New Year!

want a dirt bike with a remote. I 
want a phone with a charger. Will 
you also bring me a whistle?
Love,
Wesley

Dear Santa,
How is Rudolph? I am excited 
fof Christmas! How is the North 
Pales? I have been good this year. I 
want a hover board.
Love,
Emmie

Dear Santa,
How is Rudolph? I am being good. I 
want a kip bar and a Baby Alive and 
a new pair of shoes and a stuffed 
animal. I also want new bracelets 
and necklaces.
Love,
Charley

Dear Santa,
How are your reindeer? How is ru-
dolph. I am excited for Christmas! I 
hope I am on the nice list. I want an 
automatic tarp on a corn trailer. I 
want a fork lift.
Love,
Elias

Dear Santa,
How are you? I like how you wrap 
Christmas present for us. I like 
your elves and reindeer. I want a 
toy mermaid for the bath. I like 
Rudolph. Thank you for delivering 
present to my family.
Love,
Autumn

Dear Santa,
How are you? How is Rudolph? I 
have been good this year. I want 
a drum set and some nerf guns. I 
also want all of the monster trucks.
Love,
Brody

Dear Santa,
How is RudolPt? I havE been good 
this Year. You make me haPPY. How 
is the NoRTh Pole? I want a Baby 
Alive and a stuff animal I also want 
a Kip bar.
Love,
Kinslee

Dear  Santa,
How is The NORTH POLE I’m 
excited for chrsimas I want a guitar 
and nerf guns.
Love,
Ryan

Dear Santa,
How are you? I can’t wait until 
Christmas! I want video games 

and a tractor and a combine. Tell 
Rudolph help for me.
Love,
Greyson

GWEN ROSS, 2ND GRADE

Dear Santa,
How are Mrs. Claus and the 
reindeer? Have you had a good 
year? I would like an ipod and a 
Christmas case, beanbag, teal 
water bottle, pink hover board, 
Ashton Drake doll named Peanut, 
elf on the shelf, real baby puppy, 
long black boots, tablet, iphone 
11, soft scrunchies, belly shirts, 
hydro flask.
Love,
Alivia

Dear Santa,
How are you and the elves? I 
have been very good. I would like 
a nitendo switch, and minecraft 
for ns minecraft toys, Hero brine 
poster, ender brine poster, stuffed 
Hero brine, iongolen lego set, 
ipod, creeper mine lego set, ocean 
monument lego set. thank you
love,
Judson

Dear Santa,
How are you and the Elves doing? 
I have been very good this year. I 
would like a  balance beam, fluffy 
slime, candy, kitten or cat, toy 
story 4 DVD, money, Barbie Doll 
clothes, stuffed dolphin, confetti 
slime, gummy maker set chocolate 
maker set. Thank you and Merry 
Christmas!
Love,
Emma

Dear Santa,
How are the elves? Have you had 
a good year? I have been good this 
year. I would like a fur real cat, 2 car 
seats, books boy doll clothes, mini 
brands, Descendants 3 dolls, nail 
glitter, bady doll, fake food, clay, 
hydroflask.
Love,
Harper

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer and elves and 
Mrs. Claus? I love you Santa! Can 
I please have a baby doll, magnet 
block, matching doll clothes and 
Santa ourfrt for Presley, Harper 
and I, please. And an elf on the 
shelf too. I have been good this 
year, Santa!
Love,
Payton

Dear Santa,

How are you and your Elves? I have 
been very good this year. I want 
moveis spiderman, Far From Home, 
and Antman and the wasp. Any 
board games, puppy, Farm toys, 
Legos, Xbox 360 and games. Have 
a merry Christmas!
Love,
Matthew

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Claus? I want an elf 
this year please. I have been very 
good this year. 1. hoverboard, 2. 
baby clothes 3. Books 4. mini 
Brans, 4. decsendens 3 Barbie Doll. 
Thank you
Love,
Kierclyn

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I might give 
the reindeer celery again make 
it be a 10% chance. I have been 
good. For Christmas, I want a cheer 
leader costume with pom poms, 
baby clothes, and a baby cat. 
Love,
Sylvia

Dear Santa,
How are you and the elves? I have 
been good. I want books, and a 
tablet, and Play-Doh and Baby 
alive, and Elf on a Shelf. Thank you! 
I love Santa!
Love,
Aurora

Dear Santa,

I was a Good Girl this year. I would 
like Baby Alive, Toy Unicorn, A 
dress, Toy puppy, A real chicken 
and chick, A christmas tree in my 
room, Pretty pencil pouch, rainbow 
surprise, capsule chicks, a Book, a 
unicorn picture,
Love
Bristyn

Deaar Santa,
How are you, Mrs. Clause, the elves, 
and reindeer doing? I love Santa, I 
have been a good boy. I would like a 
basket of corn for my tractors, and 
catchers gear, puppy, wwe stuff elf 
on a shelf. Thank you.
Love,
Benson

Dear Santa,
How are you doing and Mrs. 
Clause? How are the elves doing 
and the reindeer? I tried my best to 
be nice. I want a puppy and christ-
mas case for my Ipod, 2 carseats, 
2 baby beds, diapers and preemie 
baby clothes.
Love:
Presley

Dear Santa,
How are you and your Elves doing? 
I have been good this year. I would 
like Toys, games, board games, 
books, notebooks, pencils, water 
bottle. Have a merry christmas.
by Aiden

Dear Santa,

Drawing by Emma, 2nd grade, Shiloh Elementary School



Silent Night
    Holy Night

St. Mary’s Church
  

528 N. Main St.  Paris, IL

217-466-3355

As we celebrate 
this special season, 

we feel blessed 
to find ourselves 

surrounded by the 
gifts of friendship 

and goodwill.

Christmas Vigil Masses 
(Christmas Carols song 
½ hr. before each vigil Mass)
St. Mary’s 4:00pm
St. Aloysius 7:00pm
St. Mary’s  10:00pm
Christmas Day Mass
St. Mary’s 8:30am
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Kansas/Mays Station  
3240 IL HWY 16 • Kansas, IL 61933       

217-948-5739

We wish you and yours a blessed and happy Christmas. 
May it be filled with good times and good people, and may the year ahead 

deliver an abundanceb of good fortune to you and your loved ones.

Merry Christmas!

6x10.5
Nutrien

Tidings of Comfort & Joy
Hope this holiday season treats you and yours to nothing but the 
best. We’re furever grateful to good friends and customers like 

you. Thanks & Merry Christmas!

Dr. Wilson and Staff
Edgar Co. VetEdgar Co. Vet

412 Augustus St, Paris, IL  •  (217) 466-6777

Thank you to our valued customers at 
this special time of the year!

Wishing you a warm and 
cozy holiday season!

Draft Busters, Inc.
804 Grandview St. | Paris IL  61944 | 217/463-6795 

Be sure to LIKE Draft Busters, Inc on

How are the reindeer and how is 
Mrs. clous. Are the reindeer ready 
to fly yet. I’ve been good this year. 
I would like an Ashten baby doll 
name Peanut for Christmas this 
year please.
Love you.
Mylee

Dear Santa,
How are you and the Elves? I have 
been good this year. By the way I 
would like this year…a kitten, toy 
dog and toy baby dog, tv in my 
room, cell phone, remote control 
car, New roller skates. Thank you. 
and have a Merry Christmas!
Love,
Claire

Dear Santa,
Are the reindeer ready to fly? I 
have been really good this year. I 
would like a Hey Jack book, LoL 
dolls, go cart, bike, Ashton Drake 
doll, toy puppy, r.c. car, phone, shell 
necklace, Minecraft game and 
scrunchies.
Love,
Amyah

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year. For 
christmas, I would like a Nintendo 
Switch. I wish I had a hot wheel 
race car game too. I want the new 
spiderman game for my Playsta-
tion. Merry Christmas!
Love,
Coda Stipe

Dear Santa,
I want to meet you someday. I have 
been very good this year. I wish 
I had horses and a new barbie. I 
wish I had my own horse barn. I 
will leave you cookies and milk. I 
will leave carrots for the reindeer. 
Merry Christmas!
Love,
Roselynn Baker

Dear Santa,
I like Biscuit books and toys. I want 
a baby doll. I want stuffed animals, 
please. Santa, I’ve been a good girl. 
Merry Christmas. Thank you. Hi to 
reindeer.
Alicia

MEMORIAL 
ELEMENTERY SCHOOL
EV BROWN, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good some 
of the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is computer and key-

board. And I promise to leave out 
cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Carter
P.S. Please say “Hi” to the elevves 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is a fon. And I promise 
to leave out cookies for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Brody
P.S. Please say “Hi” to pranp for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is xbox1 and bike. And I 
promise to leave out candy canes 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Silas
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Mrs Claus 
for me!

Dear Santa,

This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is tadlit and a babe. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
and milk for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Maliyah
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Mrs Claus 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is a purple Ryan 
prize egg and fon. And I promise 
to leave out cookies for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Gus
P.S. Please say “Hi” to rudolph for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is TV and I Phon. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
and milk for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!

Love,
Tess
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Blitzen for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is coten candey mackr 
and a tablit + Ifon. And I promise to 
leave out cookies and milk for you! 
Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Kyndall
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Dancer for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is a remote control 
Helicopter and magic Hat. And I 
promise to leave out cookies milk 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Kaden
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Donner for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
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Chrisman Branch
47 W Monroe Ave    (217) 269-2307

Paris Branch

138 E. Court St.  •  Paris, IL (217) 465-8551
Vadas Auto PartsVadas Auto Parts

May all your dreams come true as we 
embark upon this magical time of year. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from your friends at:

Stewart & Carroll  
Funeral Home

303. E. Wood Street •Paris, IL 61944 
(217) 465-6311

www.stewartandcarrollfuneralhome.com

A Blessed A Blessed Christmas.Christmas.
A Season of Goodwill & Beauty.

May His love surround you at Christmastime and always, making your 
spirit bright and your heart content. As we celebrate the reason for the 

season, we reflect on how fortunate we are to be celebrating this special 
time of year here at home with all of you. We are so grateful for your 

fellowship and friendship. God bless you and yours!

VFW Post 3601       601 W. Court, Paris, IL

As we welcome the holiday season, we hope it finds you 
surrounded by abundant happiness and good fortune. 

Merry Christmas!

This year, I have been good some of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is LOL camper set and 
Chrome Book. And I promise to 
leave out cookies and milk for you! 
Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Berklee
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Mrs Claus 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is PS4 and Xbox. And I 
promise to leave out cake for you! 
Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Zachary Jewell
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Mrs Claus 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good some 
of the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is niTeno switch and 
HoT wheels. And I promise to leave 
out cookies and milk for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Brogan

P.S. Please say “Hi” to The elves 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is A nTendo Swic 
and Star Wars video game. And I 
promise to leave out eggnog for 
you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
WiLL
P.S. Please say “Hi” to randers for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is TV and Place Tashi 4. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Liam
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Bentley for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good some 
of the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is BoBrBe DoLs and 
computer. And I promise to leave 
out cookies and milk for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Sophia
P.S. Please say “Hi” to the Mrs 
claus for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is LATOP and Xbox. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
and milk for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Drake
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolph 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is TaBliT and Phon. And 
I promise to leave out cookies for 
you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Jonna
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Dancer for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is XOXO ToS and 
PooPYS. And I promise to leave out 
cookies and milk for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Jamie
P.S. Please say “Hi” to chipY for me!
Dear Santa,

This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is DroN and PhoN. And 
I promise to leave out cookies for 
you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Joseph
P.S. Please say “Hi” to rudolph for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is XOXO tos and Apple 
wosh. And I promise to leave out 
cookies and mik for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Ryker
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Blitzen for 
me!

Dear Santa,

This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is dirt bike boots and 
dirt bike. Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Reese
P.S. Please say “Hi” to snta for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is Paw Patrol Toys and 
a baby doll. And I promise to leave 
out cookies and milk for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Alyssa
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Mrs. Claus 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is controller and Legos. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
and milk for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Eric

HANNAH DUDLEY, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is boxer and sawishies. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Laeton
P.S. Please say “Hi” to RuDolph 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is Xbox 360 and boxer. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Ryder
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is JoJo Bow and hover-
BoaRd. And I promise to leave out 
cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Naulah
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 

This year, I have been good some 
of the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is dirt bike and hov-
erboard. And I promise to leave out 
cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
case
P.S. Please say “Hi” to ElFs for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is hoverboard and 
barbie. And I promise to leave out 
cokies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Kenlee
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is mostr trch and boxer 
toboet. And I promise to leave out 
cukes for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Charles
P.S. Please say “Hi” to elves for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is hoverboard and Hot 
Wheels. And I promise to leave out 
cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Landen
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is barbie and make up. 
And I promise to leave out cookiez 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Kodie
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is pockut racer 
and hoverboard. And I promise to 
leave out cookies for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Baine
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,

Drawing by Abby, 2nd grade, Memorial Elementary School
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Don’t know what to buy for some of 

the people on your Christmas list? 

Why not give them the gift of news? 

The newspaper is one present they’ll 

never grow tired of. Call or stop by today!

101 N. Central Ave., Paris  217-921-3216

Name_______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

City_______________State_______Zip___________

Phone_______________________________________

Email Address_________________________________

PARIS ONLY   $49.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF PARIS   $64.99 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

6-Month Subscription

PARIS ONLY   $32.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

OUT OF PARIS   $42.50 
(includes newspaper + Web subscription)

1-year Subscription

SEASON’S GREETINGS

PH: 217-463-3000          
FAX: 217-466-4406

318 E. Jasper St.
P.O. Box 404

Paris, IL  61944

                      Accounting & Tax ServiceAccounting & Tax Service

Warmest 
Wishes

We’re all aglow with gratitude for great 
customers and friends like you!

Thanks for dropping in on us this year. We wish you a 
Merry Christmas and we look forward to serving you again in 2020!

While the holiday spirit is building, we’d like to 
jump in with our best wishes and gratitude. 

We truly appreciate your helping to make this 
year a merry one for us.

Nail Down A 
Great Season!

A&R Service and Supply
217-251-8354 
Sam Roberts

This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good some of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is dirt bike and power 
ranger. And I promise to leave out 
cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Brailen
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is Xbox 1 and chakuton. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Gavin
P.S. Please say “Hi” to ElF for me!
Dear Santa,

This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good some 
of the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is dirt bike and hov-
erboard. And I promise to leave out 
cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Kenny
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 

the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is scrunchie and dress. 
And I promise to leave out cookies 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Chloe
P.S. Please say “Hi” to alfs for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good some of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is hoverboard and Xbox 
306. And I promise to leave out 
cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Santi
P.S. Please say “Hi” to caro for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good some 
of the time. What I would like 
most for Christmas is Pokemon 
and Squishies. And I promise to 
leave out cookies for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
SHelBy
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Miss Claus 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is scruNchie and hover-
board. And I promise to leave out 

cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Alysia
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is Hot Wheels and 
Pokmon wolit. And I promise to 
leave out cookies for you! Merry 
Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Rayse
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is PSP and Gaming 
chair. And I promise to leave out 
cookies for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
dominic
P.S. Please say “Hi” to elf for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is mae up and dress. 
Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Olivia

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good some of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is LOL house and dieury.  
And I promise to leave out cookies 
for you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Madelynn
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Rudolf! for 
me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good some 
of the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is boxer and sath 
toy. And I promise to leave out 
cookise for you! Merry Christmas, 
Santa!
Love,
Weston
P.S. Please say “Hi” to rudolf for 
me!

MELISSA CARY, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa,

This year I would like DoLLs, dog, 
Book, cat, mony and a pen for 
Christmas. I will leave you money 
when you stop. Have a safe trip and 
see you soon. I love you
Love, 
Emma

Dear Santa,
This Christmas I will a cat for 
Christmas. For a gift is noc I can’t 
find when you stop have a safe trip 
and see you soon. Enjoy
Love,
Fred Hawhe from Ava

Dear Santa,
This year I wold like a Play yoon 
corn for Christmas. I will leave you 
muny and Crayons when you stop 
Have a safe trip and see you soon
Love,
Aidynn

dear santa,
this year I would like slime asd LOL 
dos for Christmas I wuta fon to 
when you stop Have a safe trip and 
see you soon 
Love,
Sky

Dear Santa,

Drawing by Ajay, 2nd grade, Memorial Elementary School
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217-465-4775 • www.TempletonFuneralHome.com

Glory to the

Newborn King!

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we give thanks for the 
many blessings and good fortune he has bestowed upon us.

Merry Christmas!

The holiday spirit is in the air, 
and we hope the joy and goodwill 

of the season fill your heart and soul 
with gladness.

Edgar County Republican Central Committee
Merry Christmas,

Tidings of Comfort & Joy

At Christmastime, may the company of loved ones and 
the fond memories of those who have passed surround

 you with happiness and fill your heart with peace.

Howard Tyler, Sales Manager
402 West Jasper St. • Paris, IL    

 (217) 463-1699

We wish you all the very best this holiday season.

More LETTERS in the D SECTION

This year can i hav a PS 6 and a 
backpack I would leave you cecks 
and mick to enjoy when you stop 
Have a safe an trip and see you 
soon
Love,
Jericho

Dear Santa,
This year I would like I want a Play 
Stachin gtA for Christmas I will 
Leave you cuces when you stop 
Have a safe trip and see you soon
Love,
Warren

Dear Santa,
This year I would like a Ds and 
PKemons. I will leave you coke and 
mek.
Love,
Finley
Dear Santa,
This year I would like a toy dog and 
a cereyoke mushen for Christmas 
I will leve you cukes when you stop 
Have a safe trip 
Love,
Miyano

Dear Santa,
This year i would like some cristl’s 
and some coal and a naw lova 
lamp. ChristMas. I will Leave you a 
Note to enjoy when you stop. Have 
a safe trip. See you sooN. I no some 
of you is a Elf so How do’s you’r 
Elf’s Be Big My Elf is sMall.
Love,
Xavier BallarD

Dear Santa,
This year i would like Christmas. 
i will leave you cooes and milk to 
enjoy when you stop. have a trip 
and see you soon
Love,
Tyeler

Dear Santa,
This year I would like a nrf gun 
Christmas. I will leave you milk to 
enjoy when you stop. Have a sofe 
trip and see you soon.
Love,
Kade

Dear Santa,
This year I would like Xodox one 
a llot of toos for Christmas. I will 
leave you coocees and milke when 
you stop. Have a safe trip and see 
you soon. 
Love, Love,
Gabriel Smith

Dear Santa,
This year I will like a toy banty and 
a toy sonic for Christmas I will 

leve you millk and cucke for you to 
enjoy when you Has safe trip And 
see you soon
Love,
Brian

Dear Santa,
This year I would like have a Xbox 
1 Christmas. I will cues Er You bot 
You have be KrFr be kwes to enjoy 
when you stop Have a safe trip and 
see you soon. 
Love,
Lukeas Batchelor

Dear Santa,
This year I would like maJick Flyeg 
dust for Christmas I will leave you 
coces to enjoy when you stop. Have 
a safe trip and see you soon.
Love,
Lane

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 6 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is LOL Doll camper and 
a Newborn Doll. And I promise to 
leave out cookies and milk for you! 
Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Addi
P.S. Please say “Hi” to Mrs. Claus 
for me!

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good all of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is cars and games. And 
I promise to leave out cookies for 
you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Lincoln

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good some 
of the time. What I would like most 
for Christmas is LOL House and 
LOL Dolls. And I promise to leave 
out cookies and milk for you and 
carrots for reindeer! Merry Christ-
mas, Santa!
Love,
Lilly

Dear Santa,
This Christmas, I am 7 years old. 
This year, I have been good some of 
the time. What I would like most for 
Christmas is Police motorcycle and 
a Ryan’s Treasure Box. And I prom-
ise to leave out aChristmas tree for 
you! Merry Christmas, Santa!
Love,
Ayden

HALEY SANDERS, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa,
I hav been good this year. I want a 
for wirlr.
From,
Maddy

Dear Santa,
I have been extra good this year. I 
want a camla and a stick. I hop that 
you and efey have a habe crimus.
From,
Stella Scott

Dear Santa,
I Love you santa and Mis Cllos and 
the reader and all of the elfs. I want 
veas and a camoo and a grae coret 
and a pleter and a ceas cabin.
From,
Kalhen

Dear Santa,
I have been extra good. I wa a hoT 
wels id, iFon ulevin and a KShow.
From,
Bradley

Dear Santa,
I have been extra good this year. I 
want air frr siom a fanum Leb Lis 
dog
From,
Hunter

Dear Santa,
I have been extra good this year. I 
want TJ mask chip Diffrit ton cep 
powder DS Xbox 360 PJ mask cars 
rmotr
From,
Fischer

Dear Santa,
I have not tack this year and deen 
extra good. I want a ifone 11 and a 
toy are friy and a Sonc plush and a 
Leje plush and a Frostie plush.
From,
Braxton

Dear Santa,
I have been extra good I wut A big 
Cozmo Ad A camera And A toy fish 
And A toy While And tendo siP 
From,
Derek

Dear Santa,
I have been extra good this year. 
I want a slim and a brbe dols and 
baby dols
From,
Zaydee

Dear Santa,
I wot A tedo swish AND A BODFll 
well uukrn pet
From,
Castielle

Dear Santa,
I have been good. I wont an a gron 
can roomba and a VR Headset 
Trafmrs and mreo cot and ef on the 
shef and pror enjr and electronics 
spidr
From,
Kaydan

Dear Santa,
I have been good. This year I want 
a roomba and a toy trane. I hope all 
the reiedeer have been good
From,
Ryder

Dear Santa,
I want a 2 dogs and slime and a 
baby doll.
Athena

Dear Santa,
i want supper mario 3D wrad and 
supper mario brothers and Lwigis 
Manson 3
From,
Mason Webb

Dear Santa,
I have been GooD This yir. I wunt a 
PS4 I wunt a PuPit I wut a TV For 
my Room.
I wunt natidow and a moreo 
Plushe. spiDrman costoom. VR 
HaedSet.
From,
Dawson

Dear Santa,
I have been extra good this year. I 
want orme men and a orme truk 
and a little bot with a tieu shrk. 
have a varee good krismus santu.
From,
Liem

Dear Santa,
I Love you Santa will you git mey 
BoBes. maykup lipstip and I bin 
good for uow snow for mey
From,
Raelynn

Dear Santa,
What do you do in summer? Can I 
have a sleigh and DS games and a 
Nintendo Switch and a Cozmo.
From,
Kyran

Dear Santa,
I hope you had a good year and I 
want a swetr that has paguins on 
it and a red Santa hat and I have 
been good this year and James.
Love,
Parker

Dear Santa,
I hAve been extra good this year I 
want A Ifon And A big BorBe hosu 
And SpuntBoB Toees And A now 
reel puped And A BorBe sowtckasis 
with eseeyA And ony dolls And doll 
egseseres.
From,
Lillie

Dear Santa,
I wash your deer have been good 
this year I want a Huvebourd, a elf 
dog For Chrism I Love you gis so 
mch and I want Machup aNd more 
vans F chisMis I Love Santu CLoss 
and Miss CLoss and the ELFs.
From,
Bryonna

Dear Santa,
I have been extra Good this year. I 
want a LOL doL and sLim kiT and a 
LOL doLHaws and a BorBer Haws 
and BrasliT Maker and a I Fown and 
HachuMoLus roLurscays
From,
Lilly

Dear Santa,
I bin good I want a tooFls with it in 
the egg. I also want a Jack in the 
box, remote control monster truck, 
a toy dirt bike, a race car toy
From,
Landon

KARLA GORMAN, 2ND GRADE

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing well. Thank 
you for the presents you brought 
me last year. I would like the 
Mermaid Tale movie and Mermaid 
Christmas.
Love,
Leah

Dear Santa,
How are you and Miss Claus doing 
I want a Merry Crismas see you at 
the prade I have bin very good I do 
homework every night. For Crismas 
I would like toys and a merry Cris-
mas. I would like to play with them. 
Have a safe flite mery Crismas!
From,
Jagger

Dear Santa,
I hope you have a safe flight. For 
Christmas this year I would like 
to have lots of babies! I love you 
Santa! I will leave you milk and 
cookies. 
Love,
Annaleigh

Dear Santa,
I hope your ok. Thank you for the 
presets last year. I have been a 
good boy I’ve put up my cot. For 
Christmas, I would like pokmon 
mega eevee constrocks, bockugon 
battle planet set, super ultimate 
garage and pokemon shield and 
sword I want to play with the bock-
ugon battle planet set. I will leave 
you milk and cookies.
Love,
Ajay 

Dear Santa,
I hope you and all the elfs are 
being good. And I no you have 
been having a hard year this year. 
I have been so good I have been 
good in school but I alsow do the 
londre. For Christmas I rilly want a 
Rambow litup huverborad, a I Pod, 
and er bods, and amarkin gilr doll 
stuf, I wud rid my hoverboard a lot. I 
hop you have a safe travel.
Love,
Abby

Dear Santa,
How are you are you doing well I 
have been very good this year I 
do my homework For Christmas 
I woud like a LOL house, a bunny, 
LOL Pet, and a car. Wat I woud do 
with my bunny I will take care of From the twinkling lights and drifts of 

snow to the warmth and goodwill that 

surround us, there’s so much we love 

about Christmastime and customers 

like you. Thank you for making our 

season and our year so enjoyable.

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

Merry Christmas and best wishes to 
you and your family!

www.ingrumwastedisposal.com
   217-465-3335     

Ingrum Waste Disposal
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With bright wishes to you 
and yours at this merry 

season. Many thanks for 
your loyal patronage.

EnerStar Electric Co-op    
800-635-4145

11597 IL Highway 1
Paris, Illinois  61944

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas

www.enerstar.com

Wishing you and the ones you love, 
the blessings of peace, love, and 
contentment at this special time of 
year. We’ve enjoyed the time we’ve 
spent with you, and look forward to 
your continued friendship!

With Tidings of 
Comfort & Joy

217-465-5821
1-800-865-2670

FAX 217-463-7265
208 W. Washington Street
Paris, Illinois  61944-1723

 Merry Christmas 
from all of us at Allied Capital Title

Merry Merry ChristmasChristmas
Edgar County

Happy Holidays 
Edgar County

Thanks for helping your Edgar County Community Foundation 
make this holiday season bright! 
For Good, Forever, For Edgar County 

MERRY CHRISTMASMERRY CHRISTMAS
EDGAR COUNTYEDGAR COUNTY

LETTERS
FROM SECTION C

the bunny. I will leave brawny 
cookes out for you.
Love,
Jaylen

Dear Santa,
I hope you and the elfs are doing 
good. I have been very good I feed 
my cats. For Christmas I would like 
New LOL doll house, girl elf, Loges, 
and haed fones. I want haed fones 
so I can lisen to music. Have a grate 
Christmas.
Love,
Ariah

Dear Santa,
I can’t wate till Christmas! I have 
been very good this year I’ve 
cleaned and played with buba! for 
Christmas, I would like a nintendo 
Switch, tap dancing shoes, magic 
bell from Santas sleigh. Have a 
safe trip!
Love,
Lack

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing well. I have 
been very good this year. I give 
Max and Jhon food and waeter 
evryday. For Christmas, I would 
like a real unicorn, a puppy, 1000,0 
$ and a new been bag. I want a 
puppy so I can play with her. I will 
leave milk, cookis, and carots for 
your randeer.
Love,
Lauren

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing well. i am 
thinking about you. I have been 
very good this year. I do the trash 
and do the dishis. For christmas, I 
would like taplit, moovis, LOL’s and 
fone. I want a fone so mom can 
track me. I will leve sugar cookies 
and a big cup of milk. 
Love,
J.J.

Dear Santa,
Santa i know you are buesy how a 
bout your elfs. I’v been good this 
year. I play with my sister. I help my 
mom with dishis. For Christmas, 
I would like cars, crafts, Nintindo 
swich, and a Play Stashin. I want 
cars so i can raes my sister. I will lev 
a milk and cookies for you. 
Your Fierend,
Justin

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing well. I have 

been very goo this year. I keep the 
house clan I take out the trash. For 
Christmas, I would like new video 
games, soopr heroes and bloons. 
Vedeo game I will play with them. I 
hope you are safe.
Love,
Brayden

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing well. Thank 
you for the presents you brought 
me last year. I hove been very good 
this year. I keep the house clean. 
For christmus, I wolde like a ds, 
lepfrag, and Pokemon. I want a 
ds so I can share the ds with my 
brothers. I left a carrot on the roof 
for ruduf and milk and ckookes on 
the toble for you.
My Frinde,
Hunter

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing good. Thank 
you for what you do. I have been 
very good. I take the dogs out. For 
Christmas, I would like a Lego, 25 
Hot weeles car packs, 1000$, and 
7 balloos. If I had a Lego set I would 
build a city. I hope you have a great 
flite. 
Love,
Jordan

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing will Thank you 
for the presents you brought me 
last year. I have been very good this 
year I play wiht my sitar. For Christ-
mas I whant a now Hitmen Game, 
iPhone, Xbox, a now kucherlr for 
my PS4. So i can Play it and i can 
tech people how to play the game. 
So I can play on it and techt on it 
iPhone. So i can play on my Xbox. 
Hunter is my frind.
From,
Axe

Dear Santa,
I hope your doing well. I Love you 
so much. I’v been very good I wosh 
dishis. For Christmas, I’d licke 1000 
logos, 1000 dolars, skateboard, 
and 1000 pokemon balls. I wod 
play with logos a lot and a lot and I 
wod Love them. I hope safe trip. 
Love,
Carson

Dear Santa,
I hope you are doing well. thank 
you for the presents you brought 
me last year. I have been very good 
this year I feed the dogs and feed 
the fish. For Christmas, I would like 
book, games, nerth guns, and a 
puppy. I will play with puppy. Thank 

you Santa.
Love,
Keaton

Dear Santa,
I hope you have a great fall and 
happy fall. I have been good I feed 
my dog I take out my dog I clen 
the live room. For Christmas, I 
would like a hovrbord, doll, a boy 
elf, and airpods! I can ride me 
horbord, I can lisin to muisck, I 
can two elf, and a doll. are the 
other rendiera are being nice to 
ruwdofe!
Senserile your fierd,
Izzy

AMY HIBSCHMAN, 2ND GRADE

Dear Santa,
How is your job? I be good at my 
unlce Toby’s house. I would like lol’s 
and a doll’s house. I need some 
donuts and color pencils.
Merry Christmas,
frend Kassidy

Dear Santa,
How many elfs do you have. 
Yesrday night I helped my dad by 
helping him make the bed. I want 
for Christmas is an Xbox and I want 
a tweste pet a baby one. What I 
need is close and I need shoes. 
Merry Christmas to you.
Love,
Emma

Dear Santa,
Do you like your job. I have been 
good this year. For christmas I want 
a new pair of shoes. I want a game 
boy. I want a laptop. I want new 
bins. I want magenets and I want a 
white bord. Merry christmas.
Love,
Lizzie

Dear Santa,
Why do the elves don’t come dan? 
and I have bin rilly good this year. I 
want a sartbord and a cpootr and 
a havarbord and I need some new 
shoos and some new close. Merry 
christmas Santa.
Love,
Carter L.

Dear Santa,
how do you deliver toy in one day? 
I have been fine I can be better 
I want some brand new board 
games. I need a new phone.
love,
Coltyn

Dear Santa,
How many elfs do you have? I feed 

my dogs to help every day. For 
Chistmas I want a new tablet. I also 
want a Forky toy and I want a Funko 
PoP calinder. I would like to have 
new shoes also like to have new 
clothes too and a new hat.
Love,
Riley Pine

Dear Santa,
Hows The weThr in The north poll? 
I rile rile like panjn. Thay aer my 
favrit AnimAl. Can I ples have a now 
doll haws from sams. a play mat 
for my dog.
Love,
Gwen

Dear Santa,
How is the raendeer? I am being 
realy realy good! I want a mushing 
nerf gun. I also want a mote control 
veacle. This is last thing I want a 
nentando switch. I need a pet dog 
to play with it. I also need a cabinet 
for my bed. I also need a new suit 
coat. merry crimus!!!
love,
Dylan

Dear Santa,
How do you fli? I have ben good. I 
want 4 shark pupits. I need food, 
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Larry, Drew, Lori, Linda, Karsyn

Jones & Griffin 
Law Offices, P.C.

110 E. Washington Street, P.O. Box 8
 Paris, Illinois

217-465-7525

Wishing Everyone a 
Merry & Peaceful 
Christmas and a 

Healthy & Prosperous 
New Year.

Chrisman
 202 W. Madison 

Chrisman, IL 61924
(217)269-2339

Paris
600 E. Jasper Street

Paris, IL 61944 
(217)465-6360

Georgetown 
111 South Main Street
Georgetown, IL 61846  

(217)662-2166

MEMBER FDIC

Thanks for banking on us! We appreciate your trust 
and support, and we will continue to put our 

customers first in 2020 and beyond.

www.longviewbt.com

Marshall
Loan Production Office

702 Archer Ave.
Marshall, IL 62441 

217-826-1110

ESTATE SALES

MERRY MERRY 
CHRISTMAS CHRISTMAS 

& HAPPY & HAPPY 
NEW YEARNEW YEAR

from 
HPTrader Estate Sales

BEST WISHES FOR
THE HAPPIEST OF 

HOLIDAYS!

Fred & LaNee Pfeiffer, Owners 
217-251-5871  HPTraderEstateSales.com

Now taking bookings for 2020. Call for a free consultation

watr and pop.
Love,
Chayton

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer doing! Im try-
ing my best to be good not noddy. 
1. I would like JOJO bows. 2. also I 
would like a small gym bar. 3. and 
I would like a new TV for my mom 
and dad. 1. I need new snow boots. 
Merry Christmas
Love,
Nova

Dear Santa,
How is your elves doing? I am 
having a grat day at school. I would 
like an LOL boll. I’d also like to get 
an my little Pony train. I need a 
new born rabbit so I can Play with 
it. I also need a Xbox so I can play 
games with my friends and family. 
Merry Chrstmas!
Love,
Alliyah

Dear Santa,
How are you? Is Rudolph being 
good? I would like an Xbox 360 and 
controllers. I have been good.
Love,
Bentlee

Dear santa,
Can elfs on the shelfs not make 
a mess? I have been good and at 
school. I want 1. classic genisis 
mini 2. 100 nerf dart gun 3. x-box 
include fortnite disc. my needs 
are 1. chew gum for hunger. Merry 
Christmas!
Love,
Keaton Pruiett

Dear Santa,
Hi Santa how is my Elf Sparkle? I 
have ben fine just helping whith 
my Brother. For Chrstmas I want 
A 5 foot TiTanic toy a Submusubl 
Matel TiTanic toy. and some other 
Titanic toys.
Love,
Jagger

Dear Santa,
Are your raneders doing good at 
thar job. I am trieing my best and 
my hardist. I would like a lol babbys 
and pets seres and a dont wake up 
daddy game and a lova lamp. and 
I need sum clotheing and a now 
lunch box and a now winter coat. 
Marry christmas!!!
Love,
May

Dear Santa,
Does it ever rain in the north pool? 
I hav been good at School. I want 
elaphent twisty pet.  I want the 
amarican girl doll Blair Wilson. I 
need new clothes and shoes. Merry 
Chrstmas.
Love,
Kelsey

LUCY TARR, 2ND GRADE

Dear Santa,
I am exsided for chrismis! I hope 
you are doing well. Have the elvs 
been busy? This year for chrismis 
I want hoverboard and everthang 
els. Pleas fly safely!
Signed,
Seajay G.

Dear Santa,
I am so excited for Christmas! 
Christmas is my faverot holoday. 
How is Mrs. Clas doing. These 
are some thanes that I want for 
Christmas a American girl doll Julie 
with the school set, a crowen book, 
a pair of boots that have heles on 
them, and a new lite up huverbord. 
I cant wate for Chistmas fly safely!
Signed,
Ellie H.

Dear Santa,
I am so excited for Christmas! I 
hope you are doing well. Have the 
elves been busy? This year for 
Christmas I would like fluffy slime, 
A squishy, camera with blue case, 
clothes, A Gumeball Machine.
Signed,
Avery F

Dear Santa,
I so exited for Christmas! I hope 
you are doing well. Have the elves 
been busy. This year I want The 
America Girl doll Blaire. May I have 
a bell from your slay please.
Signed,
Molly B

Dear Santa,
I hope you are Prpaered for evry 
kid to ask for almost the hole store. 
How are dasher, dancer, Prancer, 
Vicksin, comet, cuped, doner, 
blitson and rudolph doing? Just to 
make sure how about Mrs. Claus? 
This year I would like 2 spsifeck 
kindy kids marsh mello and peppa 
mint and mabby a Moge Moge claw 
mishing. I hope you have a great 
fliet.
Signed,
Parker Mae C.

Dear Santa,
I am so excited for Christmas! hope 
your not sick. How is Mrs. Claus 
doing? I want a fortnite Nerf gun, 
gaming computer, nitedo siwch 
and super mouir maker.
Signed,
Tyler S.

Dear Santa,
Are you ready for Christmas? I 
am. What is your favret Chrismas 
song. Is your randear tiered. Can 
you pleas get me a Xbox Scarlett, 
a Nintendo switch, and a light 
changing key bored. One more 
thing a ming tv.
Signed,
Dylan P.

Dear Santa,
I can’t wait for Christmas it is the 
best holeiday ever! Is the noth Pole 
doing well. This is what I whant 
for Christmas. an iphone 11 pro 
max Xbox scarlett whith 100 Xbox 
scarlett gift card, PS5 monitor, 
hoverboard, elf on The shelf.
Signed,
Kohlton F

Dear Santa,
I am so excited for christmas! I 
hope you are doing well at the 
Nouth Poul is Mrs. Claus doing 

good this year for Christmas I 
would like some Nerf Guns, some 
hot wheels, some hair and body 
wash, and a xbox 1, and tow more 
thing a Fortnite game, and a bas-
ketball hoop and Santa Claus have 
a whanderful Mary Christmas.
Signed,
Brayden D

Dear Santa,
I am so exited for Christmas! 
how is roodoff how aer you Santa 
can you gite a lettr to me ok less 
do presints now i wood like a 
violin and a gumball machine and 
scrunchies and dolls and LOLs and 
bodolrs this is and American Girl 
doll named Sadrn this is not it I am 
so sore this is For my Gramaaal 
sam more tools for him.
Signed,
London L

Dear Santa,
I am so exited for Christmas! I relly 
hope that you are doing very well. 
Are the Elves, Mrs. Claus and the 
reindeer doing? For Christmas 
may I have a bell from your slay, 
the Frozen 2 baribe castle and its 
Barbies and other stuff I would 
like oh and these pasifilkind kids 
that Marsha Mell and Peppa Mint. 
I will leave milk and cokies. Merry 
Christmas!
Signed,
Zylee M.

Dear Santa,
I am so excited for Christmas! how 
is Mrs. Clos and your randir. this 
year for Christmas I want a purple 
camray and a case for it, doll hous 
with a pool, pop sokit for my phon, 
candy land bord game, a super 
cute outfit, pepa pig carig car. Ples 
that’s wath I want. I will lev you milk 
and cookies. by and tell Mrs. clos 
and your elvs, reindeer I sied Hi. 
and will you with back to me.
Signed,
Miah H

Dear Santa,
I am so excited for Christmas! I 
hope you are doing well and i hope 
miss claus is doing good to and 
all of your raindeer i hope thar 
all helthy and i  hope you can get 
me some stuf i am going to tell 
you some stuf that i want i want a 
American girl doll and hoverboard, 
and a bell from one of the raned-
eers and i will make cokes and millk 
and i hope you stae goly and your 
elves sta bisy and i hope you rite 
bak to me so stae goly and brite 
and cepe you elves bisy.

Signed, Isabella

Dear Santa,
I am so excited for Christmas! how 
is Rudolph the Red nose reindeer 
doing? is the Elves been realy realy 
busy? This year for Christmas I 
would like a hoverboard and a pair 
of light up shoes and a shark that 
tells me everything.
Signed,
Zach E.

Dear Santa,
I aM haPPy for Christmas. Are you 
doing weLL SaNta I have been 
wating for the Angry Birds movei 
fLy safe I Love you I will Leave you 
cookes and milk.
Signed,
John N

Dear Santa,
Are Doing good Im so Excited For 
christMas Are The elFs okay and is 
Mrs. Claus okay? I will Leave cook-
ies, Milk, coFFee I would Like some 
dogMan book, PS4, hoverboard, 
fortNite character. Laserbeam, 
camera.
Signed,
Parker L.

Dear Santa,
I amso exited for Christmas I hope 
the elves are veen busy. I want my 
life as sufe Barbies, blue camera, 
case for camera, clothes.
Signed,
Serernity T.

Dear Santa:
How are You? I want a nintindo 
switch. I want a sPiDerman PS4 
game. I have Been good.
Sincerely,
Cartar P
Dear Santa,
I hope you are ok. I have bin good 
today. I miss you santa claus. I 
want a Laptop.
Sincerely,
Riley S

Jessica Blair, 2nd Grade

Dear Santa:
I have been gooD. I would Like 
A LaPtoP to Practice XL AnD A 
HuverborD so I can riDe iT. Last, A 
sock monkey so I can sleeP with iT. 
AnD I have been gooD.
Sincerely,
Karson

Dear Santa:
I am excited about Christmas. This 
Year I have been good. I Would 
like a laptop to Practice TXL and 
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Thank you to all of our wonderful customers for a GREAT year!

2120 S. Main  •  Paris, IL 61944  •  (217) 465-8484

D-I SUPPLY
Division of D-I  SUPPLY

POOLS & SPASIntegrity

The holiday season may be in full swing, 
but we’re never too busy to appreciate 

great customers like you!

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS

HAPPY
NEW YEAR

and

514 S. Central Ave
Paris, IL 61944

Thiel Accounting

(217) 463-6950

Joy 
to the 

World
We’d like to take this opportunity to 

wish you and yours a bright and 
beautiful holiday season. May it 

be filled with reasons to celebrate!

Merry 
Christmas!

 Connecting you to Jesus and each other this Christmas 

From our family to yours, best wishes for a blessed and joyous Christmas.

The Reason for the Season

Lake Ridge Christian Church
122 E. Steidl Rd., P.O. Box 578

 Paris, IL 61944

Merry     
Christmas  
AMERICA!
Bring Home 
the Feeling of 
Christmas
May the spirit 
of Christmas 
fill your heart 
and home with 
peace, joy and 
contentment.

Merry Chistmas & Happy New Year,
Edgar County Democratic Boosters

a hoverboard because I want to 
Practice to ride one. last I want is a 
Spider-man balloon. Thank you!
Sincerely,
Raymond

Dear Santa:
I am excited for Christmas. This 
year I have been good and bad. 
I would like a fone to Play on, a 
havrbord to rid, and a bmx bike to 
rid out side. Ples cum to mi haws.
Love,
Kutler

Dear Santa:
I am excited for Christmas. This 
year I have been good. I would like 
glow in the darck slime, a $100 gift 
card for my Phone and PS5 games. 
Hope you don’t forget my house.
Sincerely,
Tucker

Dear Santa:
I am excisted for this years 
Christmas. This year, I have been 
both bad and good. I wold like a 
huborbord becose my frans and 
my Kusins have one A laptop so 
I can play with my frans. Last, a 
boardgame becose I wint to paly 
with my family.
Sincerely,
Konner

Dear Santa:
I cant wate intli you cume this yare. 
This i have been good this yare. I 
would like a loptop becus I’m going 
to do IXL, 4 wheeler So i will Share 
it and FG tv toy because Ia’m going 
to share it. I will leave you a cookie.
Sincerely,
Jaylee

Dear Santa:
I am excited for christmas. This 
year I have been good. I would like 
drums so I can play them with my 
friend, dolls because they’re cute, 
and a laptop so I can play games 
on it. Ill make sure I five you and the 
rainder some snacks.
Sincerely,
Jillian

Dear Santa:
I like Christmas and I want a hunt-
ing hat and hunting pants because 
its camo. and I’ve bin nice.
Sincerely,
Bradlee

Dear Santa:
Thank you for presents. This year 
I have been good. I would like a tiy 
diy shirt and hover board because 
they’re fun. I’ll leave cookies.

Sincerely,
Shay

Dear Santa:
I am excited for Christmas. This 
year I have been good in school. 
I would like an Annabelle Doll, 
computer and 10 Google Play 
Cards. I want Google Play cards for 
roblox. I have snacks for you and 
the raindeers!
Sincerely,
Maria

Dear Santa:
I am excited for Christmas. I have 
ben good this year. I would like for 
Christmas a four werler, laptop, 
and a R.C. mustang. I liked the R.C. 
mustang because I like mustangs 
because my dad has one. Don’t 
forget to come to my hous!
Sincerely,
Zayne

Dear Santa:
I am good this year. I have been 
good. I would like ariel doll, also a 
cindrella doll and a laptop. Also, 
you rock!
Sincerely,
Willow

Dear Santa:
I love Christmas. This year I’ve 
been good and bad. I would like a 
new tv, skateboard, and a slinky. I 
want a new tv because my old tv 
broke. Don’t forget I moved!
Sincerely,
Addy

Dear Santa:
I am exeied fo christmas. I have 
been good. I want a hoverboard, 
laptop and a sled. All those toys are 
fun to play with. Don’t forget to give 
the rander a snack and you a snak.
Sincerely,
Gavin

Dear Santa, I am excited adout 
Christmas. This year I have been 
good. I would like a nintindo 
switch. I would like it because it 
would de fun to have one. I love 
you Santa!
Sincerely,
Lucas

Dear Santa:
I Love Christmas. This year I have 
been bad and good. I would like 
slinkeys and computer. I will leve 
cookies for you. I want a computer 
because it is a lots of fun.
Sincerely,
Grace

Dear Santa:
I am exited for Christmas. I have 
been very good. I would like heeles 
and a walkey talkey. I think they are 
fun toys. Please come to my house.
Sincerely,
Braylynn

Crestwood Elementary 
School
LYNSEY GOSNELL, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa,
Thank you for your kindness. I 
loved my gifts Last year. How do 
you go down a chimney when it is 
not a chimney? I have been work-
ing hard at school this year. 
I love you. I would love to have a 20 
bullet nurf gun and a back pack for 
my darts and nurf guns.
Love
Quailon

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all of the gifts that 
you have make for me. I would like 
to have a toy elf.
Love
Chase

Dear Santa,
 Thank you for your kindness. 
I loved my gifts last year. Does 
Rudolph fly in the training flights? 
At school, I have been working hard 
on math. My holiday wish is to go 
to Myrtle Beach again. I would love 
for my class to stay happy.
Love
Bristol

Dear Santa,
Thank you for the loved elf. Does 
Rudolph fly in the front? Is Rudolph 
real? You would be proud of me 
because I have been good at home 
and school. Are you good at domi-
nos? You have huge hands. I would 
like 10 real frogs.
Love,
Leo

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all the toys I got last 
year. How do you make your toys. 
I help my mom and dad at home. 
My holiday wish is to go to Florida. 
I want a puppy. I want my elf to 
come too. I want size 7 or 8 clothes.
Love,
Addyson

Dear Santa
Thank you for my toys last year. At 
school I am good. I would love to 
have elf stuff and real looking dolls.
Love
Prixa

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my toys I got last 
year. I have been good at home. I 
help my mom at home. Can I have 
an auger for Christmas?
Love,
Matthew

Dear Santa,
Thank your for the gifts last year. 
Please tell Rudolph I like him. At 
school I try to listen and focus. My 
wish is to get a good hover board 
and I want all the Avengers.
Love,
Bryson

Dear Santa,
Thank you for all of the things 
you have bring me. Wow how do 
reindeers fly? I help my mom. My 
wish is to go to Disney World and 
can you get me some tickets to go 
to shows.
Thank you,
Myiah

Dear Santa,
Thank you for the toys. Santa, 
how do you fly your slay? You 
would be proud of me because I 
help mom. At school I work hard 
to listen. I would love to have 
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Simply 
Brilliant

May your holiday 

shine brightly 

with joy and good 

fortune that 

continue 

throughout the 

New Year.

We wish you

 and yours all the 

best at this 

special time. 

City of Paris,
Mayor Craig Smith, City Council & Staff

Mill Creek Meats 11521 E. Clarksville Rd
Marshall, IL  

217-889-3363
www.millcreekmeats.commattstone@millcreekmeats.com

1234 Washington Street • Somersville Heights

Bring Home the 
Feeling of Christmas

May the spirit of Christmas fill your heart 
and home with peace, joy and contentment.

Our thanks and best wishes for a happy holiday reside 
with you, our customers and friends. Merry Christmas!

May peace, love and all of God’s blessings 
be with you and your loved ones during this 

Christmas season and throughout the 
New Year! 

Hume United Methodist Church
110 W. Street, Hume, IL 61932

Glory to GOD
in the highest

Drawing by Sophie, 1st grade, Crestwood Elementary School

Nickelodeon Slime.
Love
Zoe

Dear Santa,
Thank you for for kindness. I loved 
the toys last year. At school I also 
listen to my teacher. I would love to 
have a hover board. 
Love
Wyatt

Dear Santa,
 Thank you for all the toys you have 
given me. How do you climb down 
the chimney and how do you make 
your reindeer fly? How is Rudolph 
and Mrs. Claus? Can I have a Xbox 
and a PC and a dirt bike.
Love
Sam

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my PS4 and my 
farming sim game. Santa, how are 
you doing? I want a skate board 
and a toy to draw a paper. Santa 
can I have a sand box?
Love, 
Sam

Dear Santa,
Thank you for my toys last year. 
Please tell Rudoph hi and Mrs. 
Claus hi. I want three train sets.
Love,
Matt

Dear Santa,
Thank you for your kindness. I 
loved my toy last year. At school I 
do my work. You would be proud of 
me because I help my mom. Please 
tell Mrs. Claus I said Hello. I want an 
iPhone this year.
Love,
Olivia

Dear Santa,
 Thank you for my LOL dig Des vid 

dojo. You would be proud of me 
because Aim good girl to
Love,
Rain

AARON GARVER, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year. For 
Christmas I want a dinosaur that 
follows me around. 
Ryker

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year. For 
Christmas I like Rudolph he is my 
favorite. I will want a stuffed animal 
Rudolph.
Thank you and Merry Christmas
Love
Teya

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year. For 
Christmas, I would like fake shoes 
and a drift rc car.
Connor

Dear Santa,
I have been very good. I would like a 
remote controlled dump truck. 
Love,
Zayne

Dear Santa,
I have been good this year. For 
Christmas I would like an iphoneII 
and earphones and air pods. Kaciz 
and love,
Lanie
love you

Dear Santa,
I want Barbies and I want slime.
Love
Kendall

Dear Santa,
The first thing I Whont is a Barbie 
dreamhouse. The Segnte thing 

I Whont is a Barbie boat. Last 
I whont a Barbie bike. Merry 
Christmas!
E

Dear santa, 
I have been very good this year. I 
want a nerf  gun.
Love
Carter

Dear Santa,
I love this time of year. Please make 
Boots come sooner. I would like a 
phone and phone case. I love the 
Holieu days.
Love
Lexie
to Santa thank you and Merry 
Christmas

Dear santa,
I have been very good this year. for 
Christmas, I would like a phone and 
tennis shoes. Merry Christmas
Love
Sophie

Dear Santa,
I want a magic 8 ball that doesn’t 
have any batteries and no charger. I 
have been good merry Christmas
Syrus

Dear Santa clos,
tell Mis clos is She a good cook? 
I have been very good this year. 
Have your reindear been good? I 
want an iphoneII, and airplods, and 
200 dollars. 
Kinley

Dear Santa
I Love You Santa. I have been very 
good. Yes Yes. I want a LOL ball.
Love,
LP

Dear Santa,
I have been very good This year. I 
might get a new kick ball.
Hudson

Dear Santa,
I have been very good this year. For 
Christmas, I would like Minibrand 
and Lost kittens.
Love
Kaizlee

Dear Santa,
Can you put my elF in a Jar so I can 
take it to scholl?
Love,
Krayton

MELISSA LAWSON, 1ST GRADE

Dear Santa, 

I left oatmeal cookies for you. I 
want a p and a ex Box and a tv and 
a nerF gun and everything that is in 
a westrnset.
Love,
Ethan

Dear Santa,
I want nerf guns. I want a bas-
ketball and a hoop. I love Santa! 
muppet babies and toys for Hallie.
Love,
Hunter

Dear Santa,
I want infinnpe cheer shoos, infinn-
be cheer back pack and a new ipod. 
for My BaBy cousin Mason Man 
bring paw patrol.
Love,
Claire

Dear Santa,
I want a nerf gun for Christmas. I 
am going to leave you cooces.
Love
Lukas

Dear Santa,
 I want a tv and a xBox 260, golf crt, 
toys of you santa.
Love,
Michael



13263 Il Highway 133

Paris, IL 61944

(217) 466-2851

We hope this Christmas delivers everything 
you’ve been hoping for and more!

A Wish for Our Employees, A Wish for Our Employees, 

Friends & CustomersFriends & Customers
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Customers Like You Lift 
Our Spirits All Year Long!

We look forward to taking care of 
you in the New Year. 

Happy Holidays & Best Wishes!

1708 S. Main St.

Paris, IL

(217) 712-2793

May this Christmas 
bring you the best of everything!

Thanks to all of our fine friends and customers for making this 
year so very enjoyable. We owe our success to your loyal support.

Paris (217) 465-6494  • Casey (217) 932-5241  
Terre Haute (812) 242-2043  • Tuscola (217) 253-5146

Larsson Woodyard & Henson, LLP
Certified Public Accountants

Drawing by Ethan, 1st grade, Crestwood Elementary School

 

Dear Santa, 
I want a Laptop and a fourweelr 
and a hoverboard and a ipad and 
a baby doll and a real camra and a 
white desk gocart.
Love,
Lola

Dear Santa,
Santa I want a tablet and I want a i 
phoneII and a want hoveboard and 
a camera and surprises!
Love,
Josslynn

Dear Santa,
I wood want a remote motor boat.
Love,
Allen

Dear Santa,
I wood like a hover board and a X 
box one and I wood like my bog 
Bella Back.
Love,
Leo

Dear Santa,
 I want a LOL doll I want a baby doll.
Love,
Jaci

Dear Santa,
 I want a electric kit. It is from the 
magazine.
Love,
Isaac

Dear Santa, 
I want a Laptop and I want a Iphone 
II pro and a hove board and a teal 
desk.
Love,
Kallie

Dear Santa,
I like crismis I had last year. I want a 
Ipad. Santa how are the reindeer?
Love, 
Carter

Dear Santa,
I got a Christmas tree. I want a 
toy and a dvd player. I want some 
Christmas candy.
Love,
Joe

Dear Santa,
I will leave cookies four you. I want 
a hover board. I want a bean bag 
chair. I want a tattoo Pens and 
other stuff.
Love,
Staley

SARAH MITCHELL, 2ND GRADE

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
I said pls. I said sorry. I help mom 
and I help my friends.
My wish list for this year is I really 
whant snowlihious L.o.L doll and 
winter disco adichoin a iphoneII 

pro.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Commet, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Olivia

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did you 
been playing basketball and you 
been playing baseball.
My wish list for this year is a big 
combine a red cuter another red 
cuter. a big tracter and a big grane 
cart.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially donner, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Trevon

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I took care 
boy my baby sisste and I helped 
my friends.
My wish list for this year is a lego 
table, a ex box 3, and a elso lego get
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Roudoff, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Ella

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
share with bro and chors.  
My wish list for this year is I want a 
pet dog a pet cat and a Hamster
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Santa, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Adrian

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
I help my mom and deChoute the 
tree and I clened my room
My wish list for this year is a robot 
and a cake and a bipper pins funco 
pop cupcakes basketball.

I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Roodoff, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!

Love,
Vince

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I did are help 
by dad outside and be nice to my 
brothers all year.
My wish list for this year is I want a 
new gopro.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially I Love you, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Ryan

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I did are feed 
my anmles and clean my room
My wish list for this year is Cande 
exbox dog and kid af it gloek in 
the dark schloore a fee ticit to got 
a fucy
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Santa, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Tripp
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Thanks for being so good
 to us all year; we hope 

the warmth and 
traditions of the holiday 

season bring you an 
abundance of comfort 

and joy.

Edgar County Locker

Retail Meat/Custom Butchering
edgarcountylocker@gmail.com

810 N. 2nd St.
Marshall, IL 62441
(217) 826-6543

116 E. Steidl Rd.
Paris, IL 61944
(217)466-5000

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas 

Wishing everyone a wonderful 2020!

THERE'S ONLY ONE PERSON
WHO GETS MORE DONE THAN

OUR  VOLUNTEERS...

go.illinois.edu/cce

University of Illinois | U.S. Department of Agriculture | Local Extension
Councils Cooperating | University of Illinois Extension provides equal

opportunities in programs and employment.

From your local University of

Illinois Extension Office

From the Office and Staff of the From the Office and Staff of the 
Edgar County Circuit Clerk Edgar County Circuit Clerk   

Angela R. BarrettAngela R. Barrett   

From our family to yours!

618 E. Jasper • Paris, IL

Wishing all of our 
customers and their 

families a simply 
delightful holiday 

season.

Merry Merry 
ChristmasChristmas

Thank you for your support in our second year 
of business. We look forward to 

many years of making memories with you.

From  ourfamily
to yours

Toll Free (877) 243-2071

LOADED DOWN

www.GreatHeartSeed.com

With nothing but appreciation for you. 
Thanks for your business and have a 

Happy Holiday Season!

LOADED DOWN

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are I 
went and gave chaning a bath and 
did not by a toy at the toy stores.
My wish list for this year is Lol doll 
and omy doll and the game pop 
corn and stuff anmles and some 
spechl thing that you think will be 
nice for me. 
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially RoodOff, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Gigi

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
helping people be nice and caring 
for others.
My wish list for this year is Amer-
cen girl doll and JoJo stiff and girl 
toys
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Roodoff, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Vivian

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are I 
have been helping Vince and Vivian 
and Rushi run away from Piper.
My wish list for this year a 
hoverbord and a shark that grows 
in water like my stingray that got 
tore up but not tore up and I wish 
to have my littelist kiten bak most 
of all pleas.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially roodo and 
blison, he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Dylan

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
participate and be nice.  
My wish list for this year is barbies 
my life toys farm toys shopkins 
lol ddls
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially ruduloph, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Hadlee

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 

all year. A few nice things I did are I 
have been nice to my brother and 
I gave a prestent to my cat.
My wish list for this year is white 
shrits, white pants, white shose’s, 
a bed set, and a camp bed room.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially dasher, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Trinity

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did 
are cleaned my room and fed my 
dogs.
My wish list for this year is a pur-
ple elfent named Ellie it as a mose 
and a peenat.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially roodoff, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christmas Eve!
Love,
Piper

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I did are let 
someone go and let someone be a 
part of my crew.
My wish list for this year is lego 
Ninjago bounty lego batman the 
penguin face off, lego batman 
Arkam Aslum and Nerf gun
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Prancer, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christma Eve!
Love,
Rushi

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
helped My dad and My mom
My wish list for this year is a 
DIRTBIKE, MINECRAFT SSETS, ALL 
WHO WAS BOOKS, IPHONE 11 AND 
IPHONE 11 CASE.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially    , he’s my 
favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christma Eve!
Love,
Hudson

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I did are be 
quit in class and help my brother
My wish list for this year is cute 
cars seiquis artsancras kendekins 
earring

I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Dash, he’s 
my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christma Eve!
Love,
Laela

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are I 
help mom with the and christmas 
tree.
My wish list for this year is a breslit 
and a nekleis.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially I love you 
santa, he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christma Eve!
Love,
Grace

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice 
all year. A few nice things I did are 
I thank I ben lisning and bing nice 
sum days.
My wish list for this year is a scate 
bord.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially Dasher, 
he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christma Eve!
Love,
Deegan

Dear Santa, 
Merry Christmas! I’ve been nice all 
year. A few nice things I did are I’ve 
played with my frenids and I was 
nice to my couson when I went.
My wish list for this year is What 
I want for chrismas is LOL Bigger  
spries Bocies girls ton of them. no 
home work pass for four week. No 
school for 400 week or a year. My 
mom & dad and my sisters to be 
HAPPY! and a real pone and case.
I can’t wait to see you and all of 
your reindeer, especially your 
evles, he’s my favorite.
Have a safe flight, see you on 
Christma Eve!
Love,
Krayten

MRS. MAGERS, 2ND GRADE

Dear Santa, 
Are your reindeer naughty? I am 
nice. I wat a a lade bug costom. I 
wat a Ladebug XO-X) I wat a cat Nw 
costom. I wsat a cat Naw stick. I 
wat 20 pokemon. I wat a Ash Misty 
and a rock. I wat a muplashy.
Love,
Ellie



BY KATHERINE ROTH
Associated Press

It’s been 120 years since 
New York ornithologist Frank 
Chapman launched his Christ-
mas Bird Count as a bold new 
alternative to what had been a 
longtime Christmas tradition 
of hunting birds. Today, the an-
nual count continues, stronger 
and more important than ever.

“He realized that we were 
over-harvesting birds and some-
thing had to be done,” says Geoff 
LeBaron, who has led The Na-
tional Audubon Society’s mas-
sive community science effort 
for more than 30 years.

“People get very passion-
ate about the Christmas Bird 
Count,’’ he says. “It’s fun and 
it’s a tradition, but it’s also cru-
cially important to the crea-
tures we love.’’

Recent studies have found 
declining bird populations and 
threats of extinction from cli-
mate change, habitat loss and 
other causes. The Christmas 
count has become one of the 
most important bird databases 
because of its scale and longevity.

The first Christmas Bird 
Count was done by just 27 
people at 25 locations across 
North America, mostly in the 
Northeast. Last year’s count 
involved over 79,000 observ-
ers in 2,615 areas in the hemi-
sphere, most in the United 
States and Canada.

Bird count parties, as the 
gatherings of volunteers are 
called, are held in every state 
in the United States and every 
province in Canada, as well as 
in many parts of Mexico and 
Colombia.

“It’s such a great tradition and 
is making a huge contribution 
to science. I bring my daughter 
along with me every year, start-
ing from when she was 3 and 
we participated in the Madison, 
Wisconsin, count,” says Brooke 
Bateman, senior climate scien-
tist at Audubon. “The longevity 
of the count is amazing, and I 
doubt anyone could have imag-
ined in 1900 that it would still 
be going on now.”

This year’s bird count kicked 
off on Dec. 14 and continues 
through Jan. 5, 2020. Anyone 
can participate by going on the 
ChristmasBirdCount.org web-
site. Participants do not need 
to be members of Audubon. 

The site shows all the active 
Christmas Bird Count groups 
so interested parties can find 
ones nearby that are still ac-
cepting more participants.

 If a home is within a bird 
count circle, people can even do 

a count in the backyard — just 
make sure to let the count leader 
in the area know in advance.

Despite the project’s name, 
few of the annual bird count 
parties take place on Christ-
mas itself — although one in 
Chicago does — so it’s possi-
ble to participate in more than 
one bird count party.

“There’s a guy in Iowa who 
tries to do 23 counts each year, 
but most people don’t do that,” 
says LeBaron.

The methodology of the 
count has been standardized 
since the 1950s, and is run by 
a huge community of knowl-
edgeable bird-count party or-
ganizers and data compilers.

Each bird count party tries 
to document all the birds 
seen or heard within a given 
15-mile-diameter circle in one 
calendar day — from midnight 
to midnight — at any point 
during the three-week period.
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Edgar County Sheriff’s 
Department

Jeff Wood, Sheriff & Staff

Merry 
Christmas 

from our family to yours!

Thanks for adding so much style 
to our year with your visits. We 
couldn’t ask for better friends 
and customers!

Friendship 
Is Always In 
Fashion

We wish you all the best at the 
holidays and all year. 
Merry Christmas!

115 N. Central Ave
Paris, IL 

Phone: (217) 465-3360  •  Fax: (217) 463-3089
13005 IL HWY 133  •  Paris, IL 61944

PARIS MACHINEPARIS MACHINE

Folks Like You Put 
the Merry in Our 

Christmas!

As we dash toward 
a new year, we can’t think 

of a better place to celebrate 
the holiday season than 
right here. Thank you for 

being such great neighbors, 
customers and friends. We 

wish you all the best!

Dear Santa,
How is your day going? I have been 
nice good that year! I want a Xbox. 
I want a bike. I want a new house. I 
want a new dog. I want a new cart.
Love,
Lynden

Dear Santa,
 How are you doing? I have been 
nice This year may I have a 
lizrd for christmas? May I have a 
gocart for christmas? May I have 
a real tanck? May I have a arme-
sopt? And a buncer
Tack you Santa
Love, 
Briggs

Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I have been? 
nice this year. I want a army soop-
phy and tank I want a prowelwee 
pickup track? I want packers jerse 
34?
Love,
Emerson

Dear Santa,
How is Mrs. Claus doing? I have 
been nice this year. I want a cozy 
dozy. I want a scouter. I want a 
kitten of ease and I want a pet for 
Chery. I want cudy the beae.
Love,
Addison

Dear Santa,
How cold is it up their? I have 
been nice this year. I would like a 
robot for christmas I was a Xbox2 
for christmas to. and a a paguin 
yellow jrze. Also a Army paerweel 
tank and a Army Sox. Thats it 
Santa.
Love, 
Wesley

 Dear Santa,
How are you doing? I have been 
nice this year. I want a lego re-
mote cuntrol trane and a Lego fire 
stashin and a polese stashin.
Love, 
William

Dear Santa, 
How are the reindeer? I have been 
nice this year. I would like a camra 
and I would like a Cutey Bear and 
stuffed animal for Christmas 
please santa.
Love,
Charleigh

Dear Santa,
How is your day going? I hav been 
nice this year. I would like a case 
for my ipod and a popsoket. I 
want a dimend fenship neklis and 
a slepp mask from Justice.
Love,
Olivia Foote

Dear Santa,
How is your day going? I have 
been nice this year. May I have a 
gocart for me and my brother? I 
want a lizered a real lizered anda 
fashin tasl? I alsoe would like 
cudee the bear? please Santa
Love,
Pia

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I have been 
nice this year. I would like a case 
of spigear with a spigear set. I 
would like a hole lot of DinosAur 
toys. I would like a all the bablad 
base. I would like a pet tirtle.
Love, 
Riley Dawson

Dear Santa,
What cookies do you like? I have 

been nice thies year. For Christ-
mas I would like a babydall. And 
will you give me a arm figit? And 
I would like cat toys for my cat. 
Thank you Santa
Love, 
Hadlee

Dear Santa, 
How is your day going? I have 
been nice this year. Can I have a 
iphone 11 pto max please? Can I 
have air pods please? Can I have 
a red phone case please? Can I 
have board games please? Can I 
have jordans please? Can I have a 
puppy please?
Love, 
Carson

Dear Santa,
Are all the elfs ull gone? I have 
been nice this year. I would like a 
xbox and a new par of gogoles for 
Christmas. Please can I have a bab 
ruth ball?
Love, 
Reid

Dear Santa,
How is your day going? I have 
been nice this year. I would like a 
scoogter and a ipad-case. I would 
also like a coloring book with 
colored pincals. I also would like a 
healmete for my bike. I would also 
like a elf.
Love,
Hallie

Dear Santa,
How are the reindeer? I have been 
nice this year. I want a pet lizred for 
christmas. I want a lot of muny for 
christmas. I want a Xbox 1 for christ-
mas. I want a hollop for christmas.
Love,
Waylon

Dear Santa,
How do you make that many 
presents a year? I have been nice 
this year. For Christmas I would 
like a ps4 game. I would also like 
a gocart. I have two more things. 
One thing is a new drill for my 
dad. One other thing is a ring for 

my mom.
Love,
Mason W.
Dear Santa, 
How are the reindeer? I have been 
nice this year. I want a blizball. I 
would like a baseball. I would like 
a football.
Love, 

Mason L.
Dear Santa,
Is mrs. Claus a good cook? I have 
been nice this year. I want a man-
shin lol Doll please. I also want 
five barbie Dolls please. I want ten 
twist petZ please.
Love,
Kylee

Drawing by Staley, 1st grade, Crestwood Elementary School.

Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count stronger than ever

Special to The Prairie  Press

Jeannie Elias, left, Mary Spencer and Alison Wagner look for 
birds Dec. 19, 2008, in Fayston, Vt., as they take part in the 
National Audubon Society’s annual Christmas Bird Count.

 “That’s a pretty large area, so 
we encourage people to gath-
er together as many people as 
they can to cover the area. We 
want to be careful not to dou-
ble-count anything, so each 
person in a bird count party 
should be assigned to their 
own sector,” LeBaron explains.

“The party leaders and com-
pilers know the birds well, so it’s 
a great opportunity for learning 
and mentoring,” he says.

As people get to know the 

birds — and the birders — in 
their area, they tend to become 
pretty attached, says LeBaron, 
who began participating in the 
count while a graduate student 
in Rhode Island. He returns 
there for the count every year.

“I have Christmas Bird 
Count friends I really only see 
at the bird count each year,” he 
says.

Although trends docu-
mented by the Christmas Bird 
Count aren’t clear from one 

year to the next because of dif-
ferences in weather, if you look 
at the data from one decade to 
the next, you can see trends.

“The great majority of the 
species have moved northward 
significantly and somewhat 
inland as early winter tempera-
tures are moderating,” LeBar-
on says. “The climate is always 
changing, but it’s the rate of 
change that’s so much greater 
now. Life forms are not used to 
adapting that quickly.”



Get Set to 
Celebrate!
We’re serving 
you our very best 
wishes for a 
Merry Christmas 
and a happy New 
Year. May the 
holiday season 
fill you with 
enough peace, 
joy and 
contentment 
to last the whole 
year through. ON THE

Tracks Cafe
256 N Main St, Paris  • 217-463-6667

 May it be with you this 
 Christmas Day and every day!

 And the angel said 
 unto them, Fear not: 
 for, behold, I bring 
 you good tidings of 
 great joy, which 
 shall be to all people. 
 For unto you is born 
 this day in the city of 
 David a Saviour, 
 which is Christ the 
 Lord.  Luke 2:10-11 
 (KJV)

 
 

 Paris Healthcare 
Center

1011 N. Main St. • Paris, IL 61944
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 Reflections 

 May your holidays 
 be a time for 

 thankful thought 
 and prayer as you 
 look back over the 
 past year. We wish 

 you and yours 
 health and 

 happiness in 2016.

 of the 
 Season

330 North Central Ave.
Paris, IL  61944

(217)465-5306
Merry 

Christmas!

Customers Like You Lift 
Our Spirits All Year Long!

We look forward to taking care of 
you in the New Year. 

Happy Holidays & Best Wishes!

1708 S. Main St.

Paris, IL

(217) 712-2793

Paris Feed and Animal Health
310 W. Jasper  • Paris, IL 61944

(217)465-3333
www.uwebconnect.com/parisfeed

Merry Christmas!

111 Elm Street • Clinton, IN 47842
Phone: (765) 832-2411 • www.jacksoncars.com

As another year hits 
the road, we'd like to 
acknowledge all the 
people who have been 
key to our success 
and wish you all a very, 
very Merry Christmas 
and a truly memorable 
year.

FX to present a 
new version of 
Dickens classic
BY HILARY FOX
Associated Press

LONDON (AP) — Wear-
ing a tall black hat, a heavy 
mottled fur coat covered in 
trinkets, a long beard and 
plenty of hair, Andy Serkis 
received a round of applause 
from the crew of  “A Christ-
mas Carol’’ after thanking 
them for their hard work on 
the set.

An hour later, he emerged 
clean shaven and delighted 
to be derigged from his garb 
as the Spirit of Christmas 
Past — a pagan-inspired look 
he describes as total sensory 
deprivation.

“I don’t think I’ve ever 
worn such an uncomfortable 
costume,’’ said Serkis. “The 
costume’s really heavy. I’ve 
got an eye which is kind of 
a milky eye which I have no 
peripheral vision out of the 
right-hand side of my face. 
I’ve got long fingernails.”

It didn’t help that this fes-
tive offering was shot during a 
heat wave in July.

Even the colder night 
shoots were no relief. “I 
thought, I’ve got the best cos-
tume, I don’t need a warm set 
coat. But then it started rain-
ing and I realized when my 
costume started getting wet, 
it weighed about five times as 
much,” Serkis said.

This new version of “A 
Christmas Carol,’’ starring 
Guy Pearce as Ebenezer 
Scrooge, airs as an FX Origi-
nal Movie on Dec. 22, Dec. 24 
and Dec. 25.

Serkis, who is perhaps best-
known as the actor behind the 
computer-enhanced character 
of Gollum in “The Lord of the 
Rings’’ and “Hobbit’’ films, 
talked to the Associated Press 
on set in Hertfordshire, En-
gland, after wrapping his part 
in the production of “A Christ-
mas Carol’’ last summer.

He described shaving off 
the heavy beard as joyous.

“I feel so much better,” he 
said. “My son will speak to me 
now.”

Despite the discomfort of 
his facial accoutrements, this 
was a project Serkis couldn’t 
turn down.

Coming from “Peaky 
Blinders” creator Steven 
Knight, this version of the 
classic Charles Dickens story 
was, “plugged into the zeit-
geist,’’ Serkis said. The script 

appealed to him, he said, be-
cause although it told the tale, 
“through a 19th century lens, 
it feels incredibly contempo-
rary — philosophically and 
emotionally and politically.”

“Everything is transaction-
al in the world of Scrooge. Ev-
erything has a currency and a 
value and a monetary value. 
So, I think that sort of ultra 
or uber capitalist view is very 
much what Steven has been 
trying to grapple with,” Serkis 
said.

Serkis loves Dickens and 
isn’t surprised there have 
been so many screen versions 
of his work.

“At the end of the day, who 
needs another Christmas 
Carol?” he asked. “There’s 
so many ‘Christmas Carols’ 
and there’s so many versions 
of every Dickens story. But 
when you have a production 
company and a writer and a 
creative team that have such 
a unique and specific take on 
the source material, then it’s 
something you’d love to be 
involved in for sure.”

Also on the set, Pearce’s 
Scrooge looked pale, tor-
mented by his past. In his 
hand-sewn, Victorian-tai-
lored costume, he looked 
quite different from the stri-
py bed socks, night cap and 
comedic grumpy demeanor 
of many other interpreta-
tions.

Serkis thinks Pearce’s por-
trayal is something fresh.

“He’s so wary of the cliché 
of presenting a Dickensian 
character. He wants him to be 
totally emotionally truthful, 
very, very subtly pulled back. 
It’s a tightrope, but he’s avoid-
ed all of the trappings of any 
version of this character I’ve 
seen before. He’s really very 
mean-spirited, yet still, a grain 
of you feels some empathy 
toward him, even though he’s 
incredibly hard and refuses 
to be drawn into any kind of 
an emotional release,” Serkis 
said.

As for modern-day paral-
lels, when asked which polit-
ical figures could benefit from 
Dickens’ lesson on altruism, 
Serkis laughs.

“I don’t think the imagina-
tion has to stray too far really 
... There are quite a few who 
could do with having the mir-
ror held up to themselves, put 
it that way.”

Illinois woman 
addresses cards

BRADLEY, Ill. (AP) — 
Every year Connie Wietrzy-
kowski of Bradley writes 
Christmas cards for U.S. 
troops overseas. This year, 
she significantly increased the 
number.

For this Christmas, she 
turned in 7,300, more than 
last year’s 4,600, a nearly 60 
percent increase.

“I do the cards after work 

during commercial breaks 
watching ‘General Hospital’ 
and ‘Charlie’s Angels,’” Wi-
etrzykowski said. “I wrote a 
message in each Christmas 
card.”

In one card, she wrote, “We 
would like to thank you with 
all our hearts for a job well 
done, keeping us out of harm’s 
way. There are not enough 
words to say how much you 
are appreciated for the service 
you do for us here at home.”

Wietrzykowski and her 
husband, Tom Vince Wi-
etrzykowski, who served in 
the National Guard, bundle 
the cards in groups of 50, 
then place them in cardboard 
boxes that once packaged 
fries, tortillas and hotcakes 
for McDonald’s in Bradley, 
where she has worked for two 
decades.

Wietrzykowski delivers the 
cards to a representative of a 
group that coordinates such 
deliveries.

She said her effort is made 
possible through the help of a 
lot of people, including mem-
bers of Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, McDonald’s 
customers and even those she 
does not know who want to 
help.

Wietrzykowski also said 
she appreciated U.S. Rep. 
Robin Kelly, D-Matteson, 
who flew a flag over the Capi-
tol in Wietrzykowski’s honor.

“I was very surprised and 
did not expect anything in 
return. I do this with all my 
heart, and I care for our sol-
diers with all of my heart,” 
Wietrzykowski said.
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HAIR TEAZERSHAIR TEAZERS
112 Andrews St.  •  Paris, IL 

 (217) 463-4247

Thank you for 
a great year.  

We look forward 
serving you in 2020

We’d Like to Shout It From the Rooftops:

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Thanks to all of our friends and clients for 
making 2019 an outstanding year for us.

 We owe our success to your loyal support, and 
we wish you and yours a very happy holiday!

504 E. Edgar Street • Paris, IL
(217) 466-1020  •  info@tingleyroofing.com

It’s the most wonderful time of the year, and we’re so 
grateful to be celebrating it with all of you. Thanks for 

everything you do to make us feel welcome here.

We wish you 

all a very 

Merry Christmas 

and 

a Happy New Year!

Welcome toWelcome to

11639 IL 1  Paris IL

217-465-6441
We rent

Myers Distributing
Liquidation Outlet

812-239-1732
1675 State Road 163 East • Clinton, IN 47842

Located in the former JR Chevy Building across from 500 Automotive

Great toys ready for Christmas, 
Ashley Furniture, Tools, Power 

wheels, lots of over stock items, 
from Wal-Mart, Kohl, Target, 

Lowes, everything priced 
30% to 50 % off retail prices.

HOURS

 Monday 9-5 (EST)
Closed Tuesday

Wednesday - Friday
9-5 (EST)

Saturday 10-2 (EST)

Donate seven days a week at our 
Paris, Illinois store:  124 South Main Street.  

15194 Highway 150 
Paris, IL 61944

(217) 463-9500

May Your Days 
Be Shiny & Bright

Wishing you and yours, sleighfuls of happiness at 
Christmas time and throughout the New Year! We 
hope this holiday season delivers everything you’ve 

been wishing for, right down to the last detail.

723 E. Crawford St.
Paris, IL 61944

(217) 463-9500

THE SPIRIT IS

BUILDING!

All around town, north, south, east and west, we’re 
sending our neighbors all of our best! With wishes 
so warm and merry and bright, we hope your 

holiday is a sheer delight!

 
We appreciate this wonderful 

community’s trust in us, and we 

look forward to serving you 

in the future.

Thanks for your support in making 
2019 a great year for us.

Greetings 
  from the  
   North Pole  
 …And from 
all of us, too!

Wherever you spend the holidays, 
may the spirit of Christmas reside with you, 

and may all your hopes and dreams come true.  
We appreciate your goodwill and look  

forward to serving you again next year.

432 Prairie Ave. • Paris, IL
Office: 217-463-8432 •  Fax: 217-466-6107

htrans08@gmail.com

Merry ChristmasMerry Christmas
& Many Thanks

3203 S 7th St  

Terre Haute, IN 47802

812-917-4364
wabashvalleyarmory@gmail.com

wabashvalleyarmory.org

Just flying by with a 
Christmas wish for you:

Good health and great happiness 
to last the whole year through!

Porch pirates
beware of new 
Glitter Bomb 2.0

WASHINGTON — Not all 
heroes wear capes.

Some accessorize with glit-
ter, fart spray and the element 
of surprise.

You may remember Mark 
Rober, the former NASA engi-
neer who rose to YouTube fame 
last year after a $5 package was 
stolen from his doorstep. His 
mission: to exact a little justice 
by leaving booby-trapped box-
es outside homes — making it 
very, very clear to any would-be 
thief that he’d messed with the 
wrong porch.

On Sunday, Rober unveiled 
a souped-up version of his cre-
ation, one he spent 11 months 
engineering with the same 
precision he put into the Cu-
riosity Mars rover. A YouTube 
video viewed more than 7.9 
million times breaks down 
how Rober’s glitter bomb 
works, plus bonus footage of 
real-life thieves who meet a 
smelly fate.

This time around, Rober 
scored a coveted endorse-
ment: Macaulay Culkin — the 
“Home Alone” actor and muse 
behind the glitter bomb itself. 
He makes a cameo in the vid-
eo, and even takes the fart spray 
for a test run to ensure optimal 
... effect.

Rober is a YouTube sensa-
tion, and spends much of his 
time making videos of quirky 
science experiments. But his 
porch protection program 
comes as holiday packages are 
circling the country in droves. 
Between Thanksgiving and 
Jan. 1, the U.S. Postal Service 
expects to ship more than 800 
million packages. Last year, 
study by InsuranceQuotes 
estimated about 26 million 
Americans have had a holiday 
package stolen.

The new and improved glit-
ter bomb includes a circuit 
board and four phones that 
record the sting from all sides 
and upload footage to the 
cloud. Robbers will be most 
stunned by the surge of glitter 
(which is biodegradable) and 

a rush of re-engineered fart 
spray. Sound effects include a 
countdown clock and fake po-
lice scanner chatter.

The idea is for thieves to 
toss the packages, which are 
designed to look like expensive 
headphones, out their doors. 
The phones provide tracking 
information so the boxes can 
be retrieved and redeployed on 
another mission.

To test the glitter bomb 
2.0, Rober sent out a call to 
his social media followers. 
He heard back from 400 
people who’ve all had pack-
ages stolen, and then he 
chose a handful to take the 
new model for a spin.

There were some kinks: 
one package ended up riding 
around in a UPS truck. Anoth-
er leaked glitter.

“Then the thefts began to 
pile up, and we started hitting 
our stride,” Rober said in the 
video.

When Rober debuted last 
year’s glitter bomb, he had to 
make some edits to his video 
after learning some of the foot-
age was staged. He’d put out a 
call for volunteers, offering to 
pay people to lay the bait and 
retrieve the stolen packages 
later on.

But in some cases, the 
thieves were actually acquain-
tances of the person helping 
me, Rober said at the time.

This year, Rober said, one of 
the volunteers swiped a pack-
age with no intention of setting 
the trap or returning it.

“What do you think I’m go-
ing to do to the guy who steals 
the outcome of that year and a 
half of work,” Rober said in his 
video with a laugh. “I quit my 
job at NASA to make YouTube 
videos.”

And so, Rober ordered $300 
of starting course materials 
from Scientology and shipped 
it to the person’s house. He 
also sent an array of quirky, if 
not controversial, postcards to 
a slew of the volunteer’s neigh-
bors.

Even Santa, on his days off, finds  
the best deals from 

advertisements and circulars in 

101 N. Central Ave., Paris, IL 61944 217-921-3216
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BANKPROSPECT.COM

1500 N Michigan Ave.  • Marshall, IL
(866) 756-5684 • www.dorsettford.com

Hope this holiday season delivers a rush of 
happiness! May it find you surrounded by love, 

friendship, goodwill and good times.

Thank you for making our year run so smoothly. 
We wouldn’t be here without good friends and 

customers like all of you.
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Staying jolly: Santas work at it
BY BOB SHAW 
St. Paul Pioneer Press

ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — 
Nobody noticed when Santa 
slipped into the Best Buy store.

He was using his secret iden-
tity as Joe Courtemanche, the 
way Batman sometimes be-
comes Bruce Wayne. It worked 
perfectly, until his mother 
shouted to the entire store: 
“Hey, kids, you know who this 
is? It’s Santa!”

The children came running. 
Santa was busted. “I had to sing 
Christmas carols for 10 min-
utes,” groaned Courtemanche, 
one of St. Paul’s most popular 
professional Santas.

It was a real-world hassle 
inflicted on a real-life Santa — 
but not the only one. Behind 
the beard and the ho-ho-ho, 
working Santas must deal with 
an increasing barrage of dif-
ficulties including unwanted 
attention, beard maintenance, 
insurance costs, background 
checks, family fights and even 
racial slurs.

It’s getting tougher to be jolly.

STARTS WITH THE BEARD
The process of becoming a 

Santa starts, of course, with the 
beard.

Courtemanche is a re-
al-beard snob — with nothing 
jolly to say about fake-bearded 
Santas. “I call them designer 
Santas,” he told the St. Paul Pi-
oneer Press.

But growing a Santa-quality 
beard isn’t easy.

“I stopped shaving in 1997,” 
said Courtemanche, who ap-
pears at Minnesota Vikings 
games and dozens of corporate 
events every season.

Even though he hasn’t seen 
his chin in 22 years, his beard 
isn’t that long — about a foot, 
he said.

It must be fluffy and white, 
so Courtemanche bleaches 
his beard at least three times 
every season. “Then the hair 
gets brittle, and it breaks off,” 
he said.

The advantage of fake beards 
is the ability to take them off. 
Real-bearded Santas have to 
look like Santa all year long.

SANTAS DO SOCIAL MEDIA
Usually, Santas are screened 

for criminal background 
checks. Courtemanche also 
recommends insurance.

“A wise Santa has to have it,” 
he said.

A lawsuit could materialize 
if, for example, a child fell out 
of Santa’s lap. “Or if you step on 
Mrs. Johnson’s toy poodle be-
cause you didn’t see it,” he said.

For him, background checks 
are provided by North Star 
Santas, a club which currently 
has 31 Santas on its website.

Santas can no longer rely on 
just word-of-mouth for their 
business.

“Good Santas do social me-
dia,” said Courtemanche. In 
his 19 years as a Santa, he said, 
faithful customers watch his 
postings, and follow him to his 
appearances.

Santas must deal with reli-
gion — which can be tricky.

Some Christians are hostile, 
he said, because they see Santa 
as the essence of materialism 
and greed — everything that is 
wrong with Christmas.

Courtemanche said the 
North Star Santas try to be Bi-
ble-friendly. “A lot of them are 
pastors or men of deep faith. 
It’s almost a ministry to them,” 
he said. “I am there as represen-
tative of Christ. More people 
ask me to read the Gospel than 
the Grinch.”

KEEPING THE PEACE
Increasingly, Santas must 

have other talents besides 
talking to kids. They are often 
asked to sing, play the guitar 
or talk to children in foreign 
languages.

Courtemanche speaks Ar-
abic and German, and smat-
terings of Russian, French and 
Italian. “When I do that, the 
kids smile: ‘Holy moly! Santa 
speaks my language?’ ‘’

Reggie Wright, also a member 
of North Star Santas, is surprised 
when arguments and even fights 
break out. It can happen when 
ex-husbands, stepmoms and un-
popular in-laws try to reunite for 
the holidays.

“Santa brings joy and peace,” 
said Wright. “Sometimes that 
means keeping the peace.”
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